
 

 

Bayside Centennial Committee Meeting Notes: 7/7/13 11:15 to 12:30 
 
Attendance: JASM; Beverly Crofoot; Cynthia Stuen; John Woolsey; Dan Webster; Sharon 
McCullough (by phone); Emily Stetser (by phone)   
 
Joe Reilly and others had come at 10:30 but because the Overseers Meeting lasted too long, they 
were unable to participate. 
 
Next Meeting: Moved to 7:30 a.m. on 8/11 to accommodate Overseers Meeting which starts at 
9:00. 
 
So great to have new people at the meeting. Thank you Cynthia and Dan for coming! 
 
Much progress was made: 
 
The discussion was built around the timeline for the summer of 2015.   
 
Memorial Day Weekend 2015 was earmarked for kickoff cocktail party type events, not to 
compete with the Yacht Club Kickoff.  The goals of the weekend event would be to distribute 
calendar of events, enlist army of volunteers for the summer events, and build enthusiasm.  We 
anticipate that Emily will lead the graphic arts piece of the promotional materials.   
 
For discussion 8/11 meeting: LOGO?  
 
With the help of Beverly Crofoot, we confirmed that the Town of Northport met on July 17, 
1915 to recommend the acceptance of the Charter by the Legislature.  With that as our guide, we 
set the Illumination Night kick off as Friday, July 17, 2015. 
 
The first election of officers and overseers of the Village was reported in the Republican Journal 
as having occurred on the Tuesday of the Week of publication, August 15, 1915.  The annual 
meeting for 2015 is on Tuesday, August 11th.  That night was marked to be the final big event.  
We agreed to try to get an event binder for our insurance, convene the ordinary meeting, then at 
its conclusion, a celebratory party will occur in the Community Hall. 
 
Action Item:  1915 clothing for participants. 
 
The Huge Lobster Bake (a ticket item) will be convened on the Ruggles Park Lawn on Sunday 
August 9th.  Emily will contact clambake companies to get pricing (which is obviously not 
something they can commit to yet; but for ballpark purposes) and logistical advice.   
 
The lecture; music; and film series will run on Wednesdays, brilliantly named “Centennial 
Wednesdays” by John Woolsey.  We identified a date range from June 24 through August  26.  
Because we have one firm commitment from Robinson Ballet, we agreed that we should ask it 
(through Beverly) what Wednesday they want and what logistical (lighting; costume; graphics; 
etc) they will need from us.  We can build the other items around that. 
 



 

 

Action Item: letter from Overseers confirming that Community Hall use fee for rehearsal time 
will not be charged.   
 
Action Item: report from Joe Reilly if he has fixed dates for Earle Shettleworth and other ideas. 
 
JASM reported that she had contacted the Chatauqua Expert, Betsy Loyd,  whom JASM 
mentioned at last meeting and while she had great interest it is too soon for her to commit (she 
currently lives in Switzerland and is about to have her first child).   Betsy gave name of Ocean 
Park resident who may be interested.  JASM will follow up after Joe reports. 
 
The Arts and Crafts Show was discussed.  John Woolsey reiterated his commitment to run it.   
 
Action Item: We need to choose dates (it is envisioned as a continuing exhibit for about two 
weeks).   
 
Discussion of Cottage/Garden Tour was considerable.  It was agreed that a weekend event was 
best to assure Baysiders who are weekend commuters get some opportunity to enjoy.  It was 
hoped that the Historical Society can be asked to lead this.   
 
Yacht Club still needs to be consulted on its role.  JASM agreed to communicate with Yacht 
Club.  Gordon Fuller will be Commodore in 2015; so she will consult with him and Jim Kelly 
(current Commodore). 
 
We discussed the item on the spreadsheet re: identifying large donor or sponsor of the event.  
The 2014 proposed budget for the Village includes $2500 for the centennial.  It is anticipated 
that $2500 will be included in the village budget in 2015.  Community members will be expected 
to want to contribute and 2014 will be focused on that solicitation.  The consensus of the 
members of the committee was that a large corporate sponsor  was inconsistent with the mission 
statement.  “Naming Rights” didn’t sit well with the committee members. 
 
Considerable discussion was had re: Cottage Family Trees.  It is envisioned that this can be a 
history of the cottage or a history of the family occupying the cottage (homeowner to determine).  
JASM agreed to serve as liaison with homeowners interested in creating these.  Beverly 
reminded us that the Janet Pattee Glass Negative Collection are all in the possession of the 
Penobscot Marine Museum and available for inspection on line.  In the fall of 2014, homeowners 
will be encouraged to create the family tree; JASM will guide them through deed research and 
historic research.  Each homeowner will be encouraged to feature what matters most to them.  
The completion deadline will be April 2015 so that John Woolsey can transform the data to 
uniform laminated card stock and posted in front of the cottages.   
 
Other season long projects like “this week in Bayside history” postings on Baysidemaine.com 
were discussed.   
 
Action Item: discuss with Historical Society Shady Grove Museum Display re: 1915 era 
collections.   
 



 

 

Action Items:  various government proclamations will be solicited After November 2014 
elections.  JASM will oversee these. 
 
Parade Float idea discussed in the context of the fact that Northport had no parade this year for 
the fourth of July.  Occurred to us all that we cannot compel the town or the fire department to 
have a parade.  This was reduced to a low priority. 
 
Action Item: no discussion had re: status of golf tournament and run through the village. 
 
Children’s events discussion deferred to next meeting. 
 
Dan expressed a preference to reconsider the decision not to have fireworks.  We reviewed the 
discussion and consensus reached at last meeting that cost and nature of fireworks was 
inconsistent with the mission statement adopted, namely to “gain greater pride of place, 
including a better knowledge of the history and special ethos of Bayside, a fuller understanding 
of the common purposes of village community, and stronger and new bonds of friendship, 
respect, and civility among all villagers.”  We confirmed that the Illumination Night felt like it 
better matched that mission, with its emphasis on quiet brilliance, pedestrian participation, and 
community gathering.  
 
Discussion began re: lasting memorial of the centennial celebration.  Something more than a 
plaque.  Emily encouraged us to think of this.  JASM advocated for replacing trees in the parks 
as a lasting, living memorial.  
 
Action Item: Sharon will update spreadsheet to incorporate these dates and consensus. 
 
 


