
SELECTMEN’S MEETING 
JANUARY 9, 2006 

 
PRESENT:  Dee Reid; Ed Moran; Robin Coombs; Denise Lindahl excused absence 
 
The meeting began with Ed Moran asking who had the Boston Post Cane.  Barbara 
replied the cane is in the office waiting to be presented to Rachelle Bonin.  Ed stated 
Rachelle Bonin was in the diner and mentioned her age of 96.  Dee asked how the cane is 
presented.  Barbara stated the Selectmen presents the cane and often the newspapers are 
notified.  It was AGREED Ed would coordinate presenting the Boston Post Cane to 
Rachelle Bonin, the oldest living resident in Northport. 
 
Dee mentioned the letter sent to the Selectmen from Bill Kelly concerning the 
D’Agostino issue.  There is a right of way issue that is on hold till ownership is cleared 
up since Mrs. D’Agostino recently sold the property to her son.  Robin stated she had 
received a call from the government concerning this property and the whereabouts of the 
son.  Dee asked Robin to relate this information to Bill Kelly.   
 
Plowing 
Ed noted Bill Magruder was not present.  He saw him earlier that morning and Bill stated 
he had a doctor appointment and would not be at the meeting.  Ed mentioned he is still 
waiting to get the list of roads and amounts quoted by Lane to repair them from Bill.  He 
also mentioned a call he received that morning complaining about plowing on Bluff 
Road.  He will refer this to the Morse/Patterson plowing crew.  Dee stated she also had 
calls about the condition of Mountain Street and asked if any calls came into the office.  
Robin stated there had been calls about Shore Road all on the same day.  She called 
Amon Morse and the trucks went and put down sand.  Overall there have not been many 
complaints coming into the office concerning the plowing. 
 
Dhyse/Landry 
In Denise’s absence, Dee asked that a time be set at the next meeting to have Bill Kelly 
attend to address the Dhyse/Landry issue.  An Executive Session will be called to discuss 
the matter.  Ed and Dee AGREED to invite Bill Kelly to the 1/23/2006 at 8:00am to 
discuss the matter.  Dee will also send a letter concerning the same.   
 
Pitcher Rd/Santoro 
Dee mentioned the letter sent to Bill Kelly from Ovid Santoro’s attorney regarding the 
maintenance of the road and the cost to repair it.  This issue has been on hold while Bill 
Kelly waited to hear from Mr. Santoro’s attorney.  Ed and Dee felt Bill Kelly should be 
asked to address this at the 1/23/2006 Selectmen’s meeting. 
 
Ed questioned if the ownership of the road will be definitively answered.  Dee asked if 
there is any other place old records could be found.  Robin explained they use to be kept 
at a church during the 1800’s and the church burned in the 1870’s, along with the Town’s 
records.   
 
Roads & Bridges 
Dee presented pictures taken by a resident of faulty workmanship in the paving done 
back in the fall.  The pictures showed problems with the pavement cracking.  The 
pictures were labeled on the back and given to Ed.  Ed again stated he has not received 
the list of roads with the Lane Construction figures and work not completed this year 
from Bill Magruder.  Barbara noted that the most recent statement from Lane shows they 



are charging interest on the amount of money held back for payment by the Town.  Ed 
noted Bill Magruder was going to get in writing from Lane that they will honor the prices 
given in the fall for roadwork but Ed is not sure Bill has contacted Lane.  The letter from 
Lane should also state they will be back in the spring to finish the work and correct 
problems with the roads.  Ed will write a letter to Lane regarding the issues with the roads 
poor workmanship.  A check for the final payment will be included with the letter. 
 
Dee asked if Bill Magruder had contacted the contractor for Castle Homes regarding the 
culvert on Beech Hill Road.  Since Bill was not present it is unknown if this has 
happened.  Robin noted the water is still flowing across the road and it does not appear 
the culvert has been installed. 
  
A payroll concern was discussed.  Barbara will contact Bill Magruder to see if this has 
been resolved. 
 
Job Descriptions 
Ed will contact Eric Gallant to see if he can help draft a job description for Road 
Commissioner.  Dee noted she will be seeing Eric at an upcoming meeting and will ask 
him to contact Ed.  Dee felt the Board needs to get going on written job descriptions.  She 
volunteered to take on the Town Administrator job description.  Ed will work on the 
Road Commissioner and Barbara will work on the Town Clerk and Deputy Clerk job 
descriptions.  Denise will be asked to draft the Selectmen’s job description. 
 
Dee stated with the new Administrative Ordinance the Town needs to have on file written 
job descriptions tailored to the positions in Town.  These are to be kept in the Town 
Office.  Barbara mentioned she had already got draft job descriptions from MMA.  She 
will put copies in the mailbox for Ed and Dee. 
 
The difference between a Town Manager and Town Administrator was discussed noting 
the manager could go forward on certain items without approval from the Select Board 
and the Administrator would make recommendations to the Board for final approval It 
was thought Northport needs and  Administrator.  It was agreed the town is ready for an 
Administrator.   Ed noted this would have to go before the Town at the annual meeting 
for approval.  If approved, the Select Board would then have to start the 
recruitment/notice advertising process in 2006 for the 2007 Town Meeting. 
 
Dogs 
There has been no further word on the barking dog issues in Town.  Merriam Newman 
has been out of Town.  Barbara Noted Raymond Tucker came in the office to see if Ms. 
Newman had any more information.  She had stopped in before Christmas but is away for 
a while.  Ray stated he had met with Bill Kelly who has requested Ms. Newman get 
pictures of the dogs on her property. 
 
There has been no word from the neighbors regarding the Paige dogs. 
 
Emergency Management Plan 
Robin found the Town’s copy of the EM Plan, dating back to the 1990’s.  Dee will take it 
home for a look through.  Dee asked if anyone responded to the newspaper request of 
residents with medical needs contacting the office.  Barbara noted one person called and 
left a name. 
 



CEO 
The CEO, Frank Therio was not present.  The building permit process and fees will be 
addressed at the next meeting. 
 
NVC 
Barbara stated she has not heard from the Overseers if they are going to buy the real 
estate program from TRIO.  She emphasized the current system with the Village taxes in 
with the Town taxes is incompatible and a new method needs to be put in place before 30 
day notices will go out in May.  TRIO has agreed to a reduced price for the program, plus 
any maintenance fee.  After discussion, the following motion was made: 
MOVED:   To have the Town purchase the real estate program and pay the maintenance 
fee for the Village, taking the funds from the amount approved for the Village at Town 
Meeting in May 2006, pending its legality.  Second and approved 
 
Barbara was asked to report back at the next Selectmen’s meeting.  Dee also asked 
Barbara to tract her time spent on Village work. 
 
Special Amusement Permits 
In Denise’s absence, she asked that SAP be addressed.  Dee asked who had submitted 
applications for a permit.  Barbara stated Willy World and Helen’s Kitchen have 
submitted applications.  Dee asked about Dos Amigos.  Barbara explained they had 
submitted an application for a liquor license renewal.  Their license was expiring and 
they got an extension from the Liquor Licensing Board.  The application submitted was 
incomplete and a letter was sent to owner Don Warner asking for more information.  No 
response has been received.  Barbara also wrote a letter to the Liquor Licensing Board 
asking if this now needs to be looked at as a new license, since the old one has expired.  
No response has been received from the Liquor Board as yet.  It was AGREED to 
discuss this further at the next Selectmen’s meeting. 
 
Dee asked Ed if he had submitted an application for his business.  He stated he has not 
since he does not plan on having entertainment.  A discussion followed and it was 
AGREED to discuss this at the next meeting when Bill Kelly is present. 
 
Right of Ways 
Ed and Dee agreed all right of ways in Town need to be identified and designated as 
such.  Dee suggested forming Right of Way Committee to research this right of ways in 
Town.  Ed was not sure you could get people to serve on a committee. 
 
Social Services 
Barbara noted the Social Service donations approved at Town Meeting last year need to 
be put on the Warrant for payment.  Ed and Dee reviewed these.  Dee questioned why the 
Town makes these donations.  Ed agreed and felt this should be looked at more carefully.  
Dee asked Barbara to keep a list of the donation requests and all Warrant articles for this 
years Town Meeting. 
 
Old Minutes 
Past Selectmen’s minutes were reviewed with grammatical changes made to the 
following minutes:  10-17-2005, 11-1-2005 Special Amusement Hearing, 11-7-2005. 11-
15-2005 Special Town Meeting.  Corrections were noted and approved. 
 



Other Business: 
Barbara was instructed to cancel the toll free number with Verizon and see if they have 
any package deals available for the Town to save money.  Barbara noted the professional 
liability insurance would expire in January.  She has talked with the Town insurance 
agent, Gene McKeever on a replacement policy.  She will report back on this at the next 
meeting. 
 
Robin was instructed to get copies of the dump key made for the plowing crew. 
 
Next Meeting: 
Discuss:  Right of Ways 
   Dhyse/Landry Issue 
        Pitcher Road/Santoro 
   CEO Permits/fees 
   Job Descriptions 
   Emergency Management Plan 
   Contracts for roadwork 
   Lane Construction 
   Special Amusement Permit - hearing 

  Old Minutes 
 
ADJ 


