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SELECT BOARD  
JULY 2, 2009 

 
PRESENT:  Paul Rooney, Chairman; Drexell White; Denise Lindahl; jack Driscoll, Town Administrator; 
Amon Morse, Road Commissioner; Barbara O’Leary, Town Clerk 
 
Citizen Concerns: 
Doris Moran of the Hideaway Diner was present to discuss flying the American flag on electrical poles.  
She stated other towns are flying flags and asked why Northport is not doing this.  Paul Rooney stated this 
has not come up for discussion and noted recent controversy over this in other towns.  Mrs. Moran stated 
one of the employees at the Diner is starting fund raising to purchase flags.  She has contacted Peggy 
Cummings at CMP to see what is required.  The Town would need to send a letter to CMP, Fairpoint and 
Lincolnville Telephone and ask permission to place the flags on the poles.  There is a 100 flag limit and 
the group is planning on raising $4,000 for the purchase of the flags.  Mrs. Moran stated Belfast Army & 
Navy would give her a good price on flags.  The $4,000 includes the poles and brackets.   There are 50 
businesses in Northport who will be approached to make a donation.  The VFW Ladies Auxiliary and Bill 
Leavitt’s Boy Scout troop have volunteered to help with the project.  The group hopes to raise the money 
to place the flags next year.  They will need help putting them up and taking them down and may ask the 
Fire Department for assistance.  The flags will fly from Memorial Day to Labor Day. 
 
The Board supports the group’s efforts and instructed Jack Driscoll to write a letter to CMP, Fairpoint and 
Lincolnville Telephone asking permission to fly the flags.  Drexell White asked if there needed to be 
detail in the request, i.e., the size of flags, when put up, etc.  Mrs. Moran was not sure but would find out.   
 
NVC  
No report. 
 
Paving Bids 
Two bids were presented for paving bids. 
 
Lane Construction    $267,152.30 
TR Ginise Paving   $233,890.00 
 
Both bids were reviewed.  Discussion followed on the discrepancy in the overlay quotes and tonnage.  
Lane quoted 1,356 tons at $76 per ton.  TR Ginise quoted 770 tons at $78 per ton.   
 
Under motion of Denise Lindahl, second by Paul Rooney, the Board voted 3-0 to accept the bid from 
Lane Construction for paving. 
Kevin Scott said they would be able to schedule the work in the next few weeks. 
 
Crack Sealing 
One bid was presented from TR Ginise in the amount of $4.00/lf with a minimum of 500 lf.  No 
representative was present and it was unclear when the amount of lf came from. 
 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to reject the bid from TR 
Ginise for crack sealing and revisit the project at a later date. 
 
Point Lookout 
Mark Blair and Dennis Carey were present to renew the liquor license application for Point Lookout.  The 
Clerk noted a hearing is necessary since they have not had a liquor license for five years.  A Special 



 2

Amusement Permit is also required.  The Clerk will send an application to Mark Blair and place an ad for 
the hearing in the newspaper to be held at the next Board meeting on July 16th. 
 
Kelly Cove Trees 
Jack Driscoll reported Beverly Crofoot does not want any more trees removed from the Kelly Cove wall 
area.  She preferred that no trees would have been removed.  Rich Baker, of the DEP, had visited the site 
last year and determined the trees needed to come down.  He recommended more trees be removed but the 
Town went forward cautiously with their removal.  Mrs. Crofoot would like to wait another year before 
any more trees are removed in case they come back.  She has requested test holes be dug for soil content 
before any replanting begins.  Rich Baker had a list of acceptable plants that can go back in.  If the soil 
content is not suitable for trees, shrubs and/or ferns can be planted.   
 
Paul Rooney asked if Didier Bonner-Ganter of Woodland Management would do the test holes.  Jack 
Driscoll reported they don’t have the equipment to get in there, but FC Work does.  Paul also asked if the 
stones for this area had been picked out yet.  The Road Commissioner reported they had not.  FC Work 
will be in the area and he will have them place the stones.  The Board wants the stones placed soon and 
the holes for the soil test done quickly as well.  The Board agreed it would be nice to keep the other dying 
trees but if they come down in a storm they could potentially tear up the road and wall. 
 
The Board instructed Jack Driscoll to get the test hole dug as soon as possible and not remove any more 
trees until the new plantings are ready to go in.  Denise Lindahl suggested Mike Bryant be contacted in 
regards to taking down more trees. 
 
For a future discussion, Road Commissioner Amon Morse stated the bridge at Kelly Cove would need to 
be widened by about 10’.   
 
Transfer Station 
Don LaCoste was present to request a key to the transfer station for July 4th when it will be closed.  Mr. 
LaCoste noted he was given a key temporarily when the days changed from Sunday to Saturday last year.  
He will have trash from his rental properties, which produce about 40 bags of trash for the week.  He has 
no place to store them until the transfer station re-opens on Tuesday.  The Board agreed he could 
temporarily have a key.  Jack Driscoll offered to meet him at the gate and let him in, but it was agreed he 
would get a key from the Deputy Clerk and return it to the office. 
 
Roads & Bridges 
Jim Hanson presented bills for repair work after the recent heavy rainstorms.   Paul Rooney asked if he 
had a chance to do estimates for repairs to the boat ramp at Knights Pond.  Mr. Hanson recommends a 20’ 
ramp, 10’x15”, 6” thick slabs with a rough finish, with gravel sloping down to the water for an estimated 
cost of $3,735.00.  Paul stated the information on the materials needs to be added to the DEP application 
and then it can be submitted for approval.  Jim Hanson also recommended 28yds of gravel and 14yds of 
tailings.  Jack Driscoll noted the total yardage of the project exceeds the DEP limit on the Permit by Rule 
and may need to be reviewed by Rich Baker. 
 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to go forward with 
remedial work on the boat ramp at Knights Pond, with funds coming from the Harbor Fund, once the 
permit is issued. 
 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse stated there is a section on Shore Road where the trees are over hanging 
the road and undermining the bank.  There are no power lines along this section and the Road 
Commissioner recommends taking these trees down now so the trees can come out easily.  The Board 
agreed. 
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The Board thanked Mr. Hanson for his help with road projects and his estimate for the boat ramp. 
 
Cliff Road: 
The ditching done along Cliff Road did not have time to settle before the last round of heavy rains.  This 
causes the dirt to wash across the lawn and driveway of Mrs. Abercrombie.  The Road Commissioner 
recommends placing rocks along this ditched area so the water will flow better. 
 
Iva Hudson culvert: 
The culvert is not working and a new one will be installed, but the owner needs to be present for proper 
placement.  The Road Commissioner looked at this area but did not see a problem with a culvert and he 
will look again. 
 
Road Side Mowing: 
The mower has been delayed due to all the rain.  He is scheduled to come twice a year and will come as 
soon as the weather permits. 
 
Salt Bids: 
We have entered joint buying with the State and can order salt whenever we are ready. 
 
South Bluff Road: 
A culvert needs to be replaced but will use rocks for now until the culvert can be replaced.  Jack Driscoll 
noted Alismarie Parsloe asked that heavier materials be used on some of the ditching and culvert projects.  
The materials do not settle and are washed across her front lawn during rainstorms. 
 
Denise Lindahl thanked the Road Commissioner for his diligence keeping the roads in good shape.  It has 
been a tough first half of the year with unusually heavy rains. 
 
Administrator’s Report: 

1. Paving bids – done 
 
2. Harbor Master position received 3 applicants.  The Clerk presented 3 resumes for the position:

 Mike Hutchings, Lora Mills and Capt Roy Reed. 
The Board reviewed the resumes.  Drexell White noted Capt Roy Reed states he is a resident, 
but not a citizen, which is a requirement to be Harbor Master.  The Board instructed Jack 
Driscoll to contact Capt Reed to determine if he is a resident of the United States.  The 
Administrator was also instructed to convene the Harbor Committee to review the applications 
and make a recommendation to the Board. 

     
3. Salt Shed:  no response yet from the letter sent.  Paul Rooney recommended the Administrator 

follow up with a phone call.  The Code Officer has located the nearby well and it is outside the 
range requirement.  The north side of the property would be ok for a building. 

 
At this time Animal Control Officer Jerry Tucker arrived to discuss a dog issue.  The owner, Karen 
Austin, was also present.  Jack Driscoll explained that another complaint against the dogs had been 
reported.  The Clerk reported a neighbor complained to the office that the dogs had been barking all 
morning and no one was home.  Jack Driscoll explained that these are the same dogs that have more than 
one complaint by residents that they run around on Beech Hill Road. 
 
The ACO stated if there are several complaints, he will serve the owner a summons.  He went to serve 
Mrs. Austin the summons but she refused, stating there was no problem with her dogs.    
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Mrs. Austin stated she keeps her dogs in a fenced in area with lots of food and water.  In the past they 
have got out, but she has been diligent about keeping them penned in.  On the day in question with the 
barking, she states only one dog was at home in the kennel and she did not believe he was barking.  She 
also stated she has sat in her car to see if the dogs bark or try to get out and has also stayed outside out of 
sight with no response from the dogs.  Drexell White stated she may be out of sight, but the dogs most 
likely know she is there and are content.  Mrs. Austin feels her neighbors are over reacting to her dogs.  
Paul Rooney stated all complaints that come into the office must be investigated.  He also pointed out that 
complaints also came into the office from residents on Beech Hill Road, not just her street, Eagle Drive.  
Mrs. Austin felt the complaints come from her neighbor, Mrs. Kimball, who has a dog that barks.  She 
asked why the Board didn’t follow up with other animal violations on her street.  She noted some residents 
have chickens, but they are not allowed.  Paul Rooney stated there have been no other complaints 
regarding animals on Eagle Drive.  He also pointed out Eagle Drive is a subdivision and if there is a 
violation of their covenants, it needs to be addressed by their association, not the Town. 
 
The Board felt the owner and residents should talk about this and see if they can reach a solution.  If 
complaints continue a summons will be issued and a court date set.  At that time those complaining will be 
asked to appear in court.  Mrs. Austin replied she has tried talking with Mrs. Kimball with no luck.  She 
also stated she will now file complaints whenever her dog barks.  The Board encouraged Mrs. Austin to 
try and work this out so that a summons is not issued.  The Board also instructed the ACO to continue to 
document this issue. 
 

4. Town Website:  The Administrator has been in contact with the representative of Sephone in 
designing the Town’s website.  They are requesting photos to add to the site as well as the 
Town’s Seal.  Jack suggested a note be put in with the tax bills notifying residents of the 
website.  The Clerk stated she has held off on the insert waiting for the website address.  The 
web address will be www.northportmaine.org  

 
5. MunicipPay:  Representatives of Municipay will be attending the Mid Coast Managers 

Conference at Point Lookout August 21 & 22.  Instead of coming to the July 16th meeting they 
would like to attend the August 20 Select Board meeting.   It was agreed to have them attend 
the August meeting. 

 
6. Kelly Cove – addressed 

 
7. General Assistance – no new applicants 

 
8. Legal – Bill Kelly is on vacation 

 
9. Animal Control Officer – addressed 

 
10. Town Hall – follow up to air conditioners.  One 8,000 Btu for the map room and one 10,000 

Btu for the lobby was recommended.  Denise Lindahl recommended going with blinds right 
now for those rooms.  This would keep out the heat in summer and keep in the heat in winter.  
She suggested cellular blinds that have an R rating for insulation.  Drexell White stated the 
square footage of each room should be known so that the proper sized air conditioner is 
purchased.  Paul Rooney stated that the Deputy Clerk should look into different air 
conditioners and get pricing.  It was noted with the weather we’ve had so far, an air conditioner 
might not be necessary. 
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Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to let the Clerk 
and Deputy Clerk decide when and if air conditioners will be needed and to purchase units 
large enough for the rooms discussed.   

 
11) EcoMaine – representatives will be at the July 16th Board meeting to discuss   single stream 

recycling.  The Administrator was asked to speak with Dave Kinney of Lincolnville and 
Belfast recycling to see if they use this system and how it works.  Also Tim Patten should be 
asked his opinion on this system. 

                   
Drexell White suggested inviting a representative of the Overseers to the recycling presentation. 
 
12)             Hazard Waste Day – Searsport is thinking of possibly holding a hazard waste day in October, 

but thought Northport had a better set up.  The cost would be about $9,000 and each town 
participating would share the cost.  Discussion followed on Northport hosting a Hazard Waste 
Day.  Some one would need to be at the beginning of the road to be sure people bringing waste 
had the proper paperwork and were from the towns participating.  Each town would also need 
to send a representative for the day.  Possible towns to participate are:  Searsport, Stockton 
Springs, Waldo, Searsmont, Unity, Knox and Isleboro.  Jack Driscoll questioned if there were 
too many towns we may go over the limit for units to be turned in.  Clean Harbor, who handles 
the hazardous waste, recommends residents drop off televisions, computer monitors and items 
like that before the day, so the number of units is not exceeded.  Paul noted funds were not 
appropriated for this, but if the Board decides to host, the funds could be approved at the 
special town meeting. 

 
Clerk’s Report: 
Harbor Master Applications – 3  
 
ZBA – no response from the ad placed in the newspaper.  Another ad could be placed but the Clerk 

recommended the Board ask around and see if there is someone willing to be a member.  
Before they are called to review a Planning Board decision, another member will need to be 
found to complete the Board. 

 
Concealed Weapons Permit – one permit was reviewed. 
 
TAN – the cash flow projection will be done next week after the Commitment is finalized.  Bids will be 

reviewed at the 7-16-2009 meeting and funds will be available on Monday, 7-20-2009. 
 
CEO – Code Officer John Larson asked the Clerk to distribute a letter to Susan Brown and Ralph Stanley 

regarding a building violation.  Mr. Stanley has questioned whether the property is actually in 
the Village.  The map provided by the Village, shows this property outside the Village area.  
Mr. Stanley may pursue the matter further.  Mr. Stanley also has questioned the need for a 
building permit.  Discussion followed on the CEO having authority to issue building permits.  
Paul Rooney recommended adding this job function to the CEO’s job description.  The Board 
also discussed presenting a simplified version of a building ordinance at a special town 
meeting.  The Administrator was instructed to speak with the CEO regarding a simple, basic 
ordinance. 

 
Mil Rate – the Clerk presented three different mil rates and overlay amounts to be discussed for the tax 

commitment.  With the extended tax year, she recommended a somewhat larger overlay than 
last year.   
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Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to go with the 
overlay of $70,817.99 and a mil rate of 17.95. 

 
Cemetery Lots – Anthony & Sandra Bonin submitted a sketch of their family plot. During a recent family 

burial it came to the Bonin’s attention, that their plot had been used for a burial.  There are no 
formal records of the boundaries of plots in the Beech Hill Cemetery, except as outlined on the 
cemetery map.  To avoid confusion in the future, the Bonin’s submitted a drawing of where 
their family plot is located in the cemetery.  They are asking the Board sign a statement saying 
the drawing is accurate for their plot.  Discussion followed.  Paul Rooney asked where the 
Town is with the last survey of the Beech Ridge Cemetery.  The last survey of Good Deeds 
was acceptable. The Administrator was to contact other towns regarding perpetual care and 
pricing for lots.  This has not been finalized. 

 
In regards to the Bonin’s request, the Board acknowledged they have a family plot in the Beech 
Hill Cemetery, but will not sign the deed presented, as it is not a legal document.   

 
State Audit – The Clerk reported John Carroll of Maine Revenue Services would be here 7-  

9-2009. This is the audit for the Town’s State valuation. 
 
Other Business: 
If a special town meting is held the following items will be presented: 
 Building Ordinance 
 Cemetery Ordinance 
 Dog Ordinance 
 Funding for a salt and shed building 
 Funding for a hazardous waste disposal day 
 
Meetings in August will be held August 6th & 20th. 
 
Minutes:   reviewed at the next meeting 
 
With no further business, the Board Adjourned at 11:20am. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Barbara O’Leary 
Town Clerk 
  
 


