
 
Select Board 

November 19, 2009 
 

PRESENT:  Paul Rooney, Chairman; Denise Lindahl; Drexell White; Jack Driscoll, 
Town Administrator; Amon Morse, Road Commissioner; Ned Lightner, NVC 
Representative; Barbara O’Leary, Town Clerk 
 
 
NVC: 
Ned Lightner reported the bids for the work on the waterfront should be opened around 
December 4th.  The work will include repairs to the seawall and the dock.  Paul Rooney 
asked if the Overseers had made a decision regarding the parking ban on Bluff Road near 
the Golf Course.  Mr. Lightner stated he was not sure since this isn’t a Village road.  He 
would get more information and report at the next meeting. 
 
 
Citizen Concerns 
Darlene Kazarian was present with several members of her family and a friend to discuss 
the recent summons issued to her for dangerous dogs.    She began by stating she does not 
dispute the summons, however she stated Animal Control Office Jerry Tucker had no 
right to take the dogs from her home.  When Mr. Tucker came to serve the summons the 
dogs were in the house and should not have been taken.  Mr. Tucker stated he had been 
invited inside the house.  When asked if this was correct Ms. Kazarian said she did invite 
him in, but still felt he should not have taken the dogs.  Her son, Edward Rodriquez, 
stated his dog was taken also, but had not been out earlier running with the other dogs.  
Paul Rooney stated her dogs have been an ongoing problem in town with complaints 
coming to the office from different residents.  Jack Driscoll stated he has spoken with the 
residents and they are afraid of the dogs and fear for their own safety and the safety of 
their children and pets.  Ms. Kazarian disputed her dogs were dangerous and asked why 
she had not been notified of these complaints before this.  Mr. Driscoll stated the ACO 
has been trying to serve her the summons since the summer but had not been able to find 
her since she had briefly moved away.   
 
Ms. Kazarian handed out copies of the statute on keeping a dangerous dog, Title 7 
Section 3952, and noted the complaints must be in writing and she is not aware of any.  
Denise Lindahl stated the Town has conferred with legal counsel on this matter and Town 
attorney, Bill Kelly, reads the statute differently in Chapter 725.  Since the language 
states “may” make written complaint, the Board and legal counsel, feel the complaints 
told to the town and followed up on by the ACO are sufficient to serve the summons and 
take the dogs.  Mr. Kelly also advised the Board this chapter gives them permission to 
handle dangerous dogs as they see fit.   The Board also pointed out the complaints are in 
the written log report of the ACO and therefore documented.    Ms. Kazarian also 
presented her summons to the Board. 
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At this time Ms. Kazarian and family started shouting and yelling.  The Board was given 
no opportunity to answer questions asked, and attempts were shouted over.  Paul Rooney 
stated they must talk one at a time in order to be heard. 
 
Ms. Kazarian then complained it took too long from the time the ACO came to her house 
and took the dogs to when he returned with the summons.  During that time they did not 
know where their dogs were being kept.  She also stated Mr. Tucker filled out the 
summons when he came into her home.  Mr. Tucker stated the only information he 
needed was information on her, the rest of the summons was complete. 
 
Ms. Kazarian asked who complained about the dogs and why they were not present.  Mr. 
Driscoll stated residents in Glen Wood have complained with Meghan Small complaining 
the day they were taken, John Prespolis, and Brent Crawford.  Megan Small spoke on 
behalf of the residents of Glen Wood, stating they are afraid to go outside when the dogs 
are running through the neighborhood.  Mr. Prespolis stated he had been chased by the 
dogs while at Saturday Cove and had to jump onto his boat to get away from them.  He 
was frightened by the dogs and was thankful he did not have his small children with him 
at the time.  The dogs attacked Brent Crawford’s collie when Ms. Kazarian was living at 
the motel where he also lived.  The collie sustained serious injuries, had several surgeries 
and died from the wounds.  Mr. Driscoll presented a letter from Meghan Small outlining 
her concerns and the veterinary bills for the collie. 
 
Shouting erupted again with the family stating their pit bulls had been attacked by the 
collie and defended themselves.  Ms Kazarian again asked why it took so long for her to 
receive the summons.  Mr. Tucker stated she had moved out of Northport for a while and 
he was unable to find her.  He did have the Sheriff’s Department come with him to the 
motel to look for her and the dogs but neither was found.   
 
Ms. Kazarian and family then asked how they could get their dogs back.  Paul Rooney 
stated there is a court date on the summons and it will be determined in court.  Shouting 
again erupted with the family wanting the dogs back before that date.  Mr. Rooney stated 
the Board is acting on advice of the Town’s attorney and will let the matter be settled in 
court.  Drexell White also stated the Board has a responsibility to the residents to follow 
up on complaints, especially when safety is an issue.  Denise Lindahl agreed stating this 
matter is in the courts now and the Board deferred to legal counsel that taking the dogs 
was the right thing to do.   
 
Ms. Kazarian began shouting the dogs should never have been taken and should be 
returned now.  Family members began shouting and yelling also.  Paul Rooney stated 
there was nothing the Board could do at this time and they would have their say in court 
on the 8th. 
 
Ms. Kazarian and family then left the meeting shouting. 
 
ACO Jerry Tucker stated the dogs are being held at the Humane Society and she was 
fined for ‘possession of ugly dogs’, which is meant to mean dangerous dogs.  He was 
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given back the summons Ms. Kazarian gave the Board with instructions to get it back to 
her.  Mr. Tucker also stated the collie that was attacked was an old dog and would not 
have been able to defend itself against the pit bulls. 
 
Discussion followed on complaints and whether or not they should be in writing.  The 
Board asked the Clerk to have a complaint form available, but not required.  Drexell 
White suggested the form be available on the Town’s website also. 
 
The Board instructed Jack Driscoll to attend the hearing on the 8th and see if Town 
Attorney, Bill Kelly could attend also.  Mr. Driscoll stated an Ex parte Order might be 
needed to keep the dogs at the shelter till the hearing on the 8th.  The Administrator was 
instructed to work with Bill Kelly and Jerry Tucker on this. 
 
 
Bruce Gerrity was present to discuss the back taxes of his sister, Susan Zittle.  The Clerk 
explained she has been in contact with Mr. Gerrity when she was unable to locate Susan 
Zittle.  Mr. Gerrity apologized for the delay in paying the taxes and thanked the clerk for 
bringing this issue to his attention. Mr. Gerrity will bring the unpaid back taxes up to date 
through 2006 and get his sister on a payment plan.  He thanked the Board for their time. 
 
Roads & Bridges: 
Amon Morse, Road Commissioner, reported the sand and salt has been put up for the 
winter.  He reported we are a little short on the salt, but he feels it is a good mix. 
 
Flanders Road – Scott Patten has been having trouble with his equipment and has not 
done the work.  He hopes to get this done next week. 
 
Nealey Road – a culvert here needs to be larger and will be replaced with a 36” culvert.  
This is an older one that has rotted out. 
 
Kosmo Lane – FC Work will be doing work on Kosmo Lane. 
 
Brush cutting needs to be done on a few other roads and the Road Commissioner will get 
to that next week. 
 
The tree company that is cutting trees for CMP has left fine brush behind that is getting in 
the ditches and culverts.  This should be cleaned out when cleaning out the leaves in the 
culverts.  The Road Commissioner would like to take down the limb near the Small’s 
residence on Beech Hill Road.  He will need a chipper to get rid of it and can use it on 
other limbs that have come down.  Paul Rooney recommended getting an estimate from a 
tree person to remove the limb since it is a large one.  He also suggested asking the CMP 
tree cutting crew to look at the tree.   
 
Bayridge & Pound Hill Roads – there was a wash out here and FC Work will fix the 
ditch. 
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Ryan Road – patching was done. 
Administrator’s Report 
The Administrator presented letters to the Board from the Montessori School requesting a 
donation of $750.  They noted 6 students in the school come from Northport.  The Board 
stated this should be reviewed with other requests during the next budget process.  
Drexell White pointed out this is a private school and town taxes already go toward 
public education.  If this is deemed to be fundable during the budget process, he 
suggested making it a line item for review by the residents. 
 

1) Eco-Maine – Allison McCready is still not back from her medical leave.  The 
Administrator will continue trying to reach her. 

 
2) Salt Shed -  The DOT has changed their mind on the possible location of a sand 

and salt shed.  They state an old foundation is on the property and they could not 
guarantee the soil in that location.  They have suggested a different spot on the 
land at the south end, which may be a better site.  Jack Driscoll will meet with 
them on Monday. 

 
3) Mo-Pa – the plowing contractor was contacted regarding up to date insurance, 

equipment ready for the season and sufficient drivers.   
 
4)  General Assistance – no applicants. 

 
5) High Speed Internet – a new transmitter will be going on Isleboro and once 

Bluestreak has more information on this Chuck Gerry will attend a Board meeting 
and update the Board.  Fairpoint has had 172 residents respond to the survey 
regarding high speed Internet in Northport.  This is a good sampling, but more 
would be even better.  This survey can be accessed through the Town’s website or 
the Fairpoint website.  www.northportmaine.org   or www.fairpoint.com 

 
 

6) Town Hall – additional heating zones were installed to separate the Lobby from 
the main office 

 
7) Beech Ridge Cemetery – this needs to be cleaned up in order to mark out the 

gravesites.  Tim Peabody can roto-till in the spring and clean out the rocks and 
roots.  After that Good Deeds will resume marking the sites. 

 
8) Harbor Master – Lora Mills has been contacting the lobstermen for a date to have 

the floats taken out. 
 

9) Animal Control – already addressed. 
 

10) Purdy Powers – The Administrator spoke with Dave Shurette who said he could 
do a partial audit as of 1-31-2010 for the town report this year.  The Clerk was not 
sure this is necessary.  She spoke with Dave Shurette who stated it is not required 
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to have the complete audit for the Town Report, and the Town could wait and do 
the full audit in August.  Paul Rooney agreed, stating he the Clerk and 
Bookkeeper, Vicki Eugley wanted to add some financial statements he was 
satisfied with that.   

 
11)  The brush pile at the Transfer Station needs to be pushed back.  The 

Administrator will ask if Mike Alley could do this. 
 

12) The letter thanking Helen Kosmo for her work on the Gateway 1 Steering 
Committee was sent. 

 
Clerk’s Report: 
Cemetery Plot – the Clerk presented an acknowledgement of a plot that was purchased by 
Leslie Michel last April. 
 
Transfer Station – a resume was presented for Walter Barnard who would like to fill in 
for Tim Patten.  Richard Nealey is also available to fill in for Tim. 
 
Abatement – 2 abatements were presented for errors in the assessment of the property. 
 
Foreclosure – Susan Zittle – her brother will bring this account up to date through 2006 
for both the Town and the Village. 
Paul Trefry – the nephew has been contacted and will pay these back taxes through 2006. 
Harold Gray – has been contacted and will pay the back taxes through 2006 by early 
December. 
Michelle Christian – she is in the process of selling the property, which should be done 
by mid December. 
 
Ditching Agreement  - Glenice Parkinson would like fill brought to her property when it 
is available.  She has signed the agreement and it will be kept on file in the office. 
 
Thanksgiving – the Clerk asked to allow the Deputy Clerk to close the office at 5pm 
Thanksgiving evening if not busy.  The Board approved this. 
 
Minutes – minutes from the 11-5-2009 Board meeting were presented for approval. 
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to 
approve the minutes of 11-5-2009 as presented. 
 
New Business: 
Drexell White asked if the job description for the ACO mentions complaints.  If not it 
should, as well as the Policies and Procedures.  It was agreed a resident should be 
encouraged to fill out a complaint as part of the formal process.  Paul Rooney agreed 
stating the Job Description should include the complaint form. 
 
Jack Driscoll asked if the Board would make a motion on the request of Ashley Landry 
for an easement to run water under the road.  Paul Rooney stated this was discussed at the 
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last meeting and decided to wait until spring when the Town would be doing roadwork in 
that area.  When the road is worked on, then would be the time to run any pipes under the 
road.  The road should not be cut into after it is paved. 
 
With no further business, under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the 
Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 8:05pm. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
Barbara O’Leary 
Town Clerk 
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