
 
SELECT BOARD MEETING 

December 17, 2009 
 
 

PRESENT:  Paul Rooney; Denise Lindahl; Drexell White; Jack Driscoll; Town 
Administrator; Ned Lightner, NVC Representative; Barbara O’Leary, Town Clerk 
 
NVC: 
Ned Lightner reported the wharf project was awarded to Prock Marine.  Mr. Lightner 
asked if the catch basins had been cleaned of leaves.  Paul Rooney stated they were 
cleaned a few weeks ago.  He also stated some of the catch basins need to be raised and 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse will contact Bill Paige to coordinate this. 
 
Citizen Complaint: 
Drexell White stated Peter Simpson stated the plowing contractor did not plow past his 
house.  He stated they usually plow past his driveway and then stop.  Mr. Simpson stated 
they usually plow through just for the plow trucks.  Paul Rooney noted the road is closed 
from the Simpson house up during the winter and should not be used as a short cut for the 
plows.  The Selectmen agreed, stating this would open the town to liability since the road 
is not truly plowed for use.  The plow contractor needs to be reminded this section of the 
road is closed and should not be plowed past Peter Simpson’s house. 
 
Jack Driscoll  had a complaint from Sandy Wallace regarding plowing.  She stated the 
last storm the schools were dismissed early and the road was not plowed.  The Board felt 
the contractor was doing the best they could keeping up with the snow.  If early release 
had not happened, the road would have been plowed when school was dismissed at its 
regular time. 
 
There was another complaint on plowing submitted through the town’s website.  Seth 
Thayer complained on the speed of the plow on Cross Street and blamed this speed on 
them ‘taking out’ his mailbox.  The Road Commissioner will relay these complaints to 
the contractor. 
 
Administrator’s Report: 

1. Eco-Maine: Allison McCready has returned from medical leave.  When she is 
caught up she will gather the necessary information from the Town regarding 
single stream recycling.  She will also contact Dave Kinney, Lincolnville 
Town Administrator, who is interested in this type of recycling.  She may visit 
both Lincolnville and Northport once she is caught up. 

2. Salt Shed:  Kevin Hanscom of S.W. Cole will inspect both sites at the Rt 1 
DOT garage within the next few weeks. He recommended using a backhoe for 
the test holes.  Paul Rooney suggested asking Amon Morse if he would be 
interested is doing the test holes.   
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3. Rocky Road:  Kevin Hanscom will also look at the water issue on Rocky 
Road at the same time.  Paul Rooney stated the Road Commissioner should be 
present when the test holes are dug and Rocky Road looked at. 

4. General Assistance:  two new applicants, qualified.  One applicant was 
eligible for fuel through the General Assistance Fund with the remainder to 
come from a donation made to the town.  The Clerk recommended setting up 
a separate fund for these donations to be used for needy families.  Discussion 
followed on the use of the Wyman Needy Fund.  The Clerk explained this is a 
restricted fund with the proceeds to be used only at Christmas time for needy 
families in Northport.  This fund cannot be used during the rest of the year.  
The Board agreed to set up a separate fund to be used when donations are 
made, as long as they are not restricted. 

5. High Speed Internet:  Phil Lindley of ConnectME has asked to postpone our 
application until the new round of grants is announced next week.  Discussion 
followed on the Three Ring Binder high-speed Internet project.  This is a 
collaborative effort among Maine telecommunication companies that will 
have three rings of fiber optic cable in Northern Maine, Mid Coast and 
Downeast that will serve as a shared resource for Internet providers. 

6. Town Hall:  US Census Bureau has asked permission to use the Town Hall as 
a site for census taker testing.  This will take place on Tuesday, December 29th 
at 2:30pm. 

7. Shoreland Zoning Violation:  Amy Lemelman of the DEP has cited Frank 
Muller of Shore Road for starting a seawall project before the DEP application 
has been approved.  Mr. Muller, and the Code Officer, have been notified. 

8. Swans Island Blankets:  Discussion continues with Bill Laurita of Swans 
Island Blankets regarding the Pine Tree Zone application he will be filing.  
They have  a meeting on January 6th with the CDBG at the location of Swans 
Island Blankets. 

9. Mountain Road Easement:  The easement presented by Ashley Landry for 
approval and signatures allowing him to run a waterline under Mountain 
Street was not signed by the Administrator.  After a discussion with Town 
Attorney, Bill Kelly, it was determined he had not approved the easement as 
Mr. Landry stated.  Mr. Kelly will draft up the easement for approval. 

 
 
Clerk’s Report: 
Transfer Station:  The Clerk asked if the Transfer Station should close at noon on 
the day before Christmas since the Town Office will close then also.  The Board 
agreed stating there would be little traffic the day before Christmas.  The Clerk will 
post this on the Town’s website. 
 
Foreclosure:  Ron & Patricia Parkinson have paid their unpaid back taxes. 

Michell Christian property is still hoping for a closure before the end of    
the year. 

 
    Warrants:        payroll and bill warrants were presented for approval. 
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    Minutes:     Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Drexell White, the Board 
voted 3-0 to approve the minutes of 12-3-2009 as corrected. 
 
 

New Business: 
Transfer Station Manual:  Jack Driscoll had contacted the Town of Brooks 
regarding their Transfer Station Manual.  The Clerk had also contacted Brooks and 
the Town of Wiscasset.  Neither have manuals in electronic format that could be used 
by the Town.  Denise Lindahl has spoken with Bill Butler of the DEP, who will give 
the Town until February 1, 2010 to update the manual.  He stated he had met with and 
spoken with the Town Administrator in 2007 and the Town had had plenty of time to 
update the manual.  The thirty day notice was given when there had been no response 
to updating the manual.  Denise will try and get out to Brooks and copy their manual 
as a template for Northport’s use.  Drexell White stated their must be a manual online 
the  Town could use.  Also, the DEP must have solid waste rules on their website 
Northport could also follow.  Denise stated Mr. Butler reminded her the Town must 
have a contract with a hauler for the waste.  Denise Lindahl recommended this be put 
out to bid.  She noted the hauler must be noted in the manual.  Paul Rooney suggested 
contacting Pine Tree Waste to let them know as a courtesy, we will put this contract 
out to bid. 
 
Septic Violation:  The Code Officer has issued a septic violation against Patricia 
Roberts and Paula Salley.   There is an open  cesspool on the property.  They have 
been ordered to engage a state certified site evaluator to design a wastewater system 
and have it installed by January 5, 2010. 
 
RSU 20:  the Board expressed their surprise the contract for School Superintendent 
Mailloux would not be renewed.  They stated Mr. Mailloux had been a good liaison 
between the school district and the Town.  Paul Rooney recommended inviting our 
School Board Directors to a Select Board meeting for an update on school activities. 
 
Dun & Bradstreet Number:  Discussion followed on the Town having a DUN 
number.  FEMA will no longer give funds to towns over $25,000 that do not have this 
number.  Drexell White stated the Fire Department has one but did not see on the Dun 
& Bradstreet website that the Town of Northport had a number.  The Administrator 
was instructed to look into this.   
 
With no further business under  motion of Paul Rooney, second by Drexell White, 
the Board voted 3-0 to ADJOURN at 7:10pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
Barbara O’Leary 
Town Clerk 
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