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Select Board Meeting
January 21, 2010

PRESENT: Denise Lindahl; Drexell White; Jack Driscoll, Town Administrator; Amon
Morse, Road Commissioner; Jerry Tucker, ACO; Maureen Stalla, NVC Representative;
Barbara O’Leary Town Clerk

Citizen Concerns:
John and Brad Pinkerton of Pinkerton & Son’s Disposal and Jon Ouellette of Evergreen
Waste System were present to discuss rubbish disposal and recycling at the Transfer
Station. Discussion followed on demo, electronics and recycling materials. Denise
Lindahl stated the Town has contracts with DM&J for demolition materials, Industrial
Metals hauls away metals; End of Life takes universal waste and Pine Tree takes away
recyclables with other trash. Mr. Ouellette asked where the recyclables go and what
percentage of homes recycle. Denise stated the recyclables go to Mid Coast Solid Waste
in Camden and according to the State, Northport recycles about 24% of its trash. There is
an interest in recycling, but residents are frustrated with Pine Tree and the limited items
they recycle.

Mr. Ouellette asked how many homes there are in Northport and how many of those
recycle. The Board was not sure how many homes there are but Denise Lindahl felt the
information might be on the Maine Housing website. She also noted there is trash pick-
up in the Village, but it is unknown how many residents recycle. Brad Pinkerton stated
he would be interested in pick up in the Village also. Denise Lindahl stated the Village
had been approached a few years ago to recycle and the Town would place receptacles at
the substation, but the Overseers voted this down. Maureen Stalla invited Brad Pinkerton
to attend an Overseers meeting to discuss recycling.

Denise Lindahl asked if they are licensed by the DEP. Both Pinkerton’s and Evergreen
Waste are licensed. Mr. Ouellette stated they also will takes tires but they must be cut in
half. They have about 1800 customers and would like to get into this area. They would
like to give a proposal for hauling Northport’s trash. Denise stated the Town would be
advertising for bids and they could submit something at that time. Both Mr. Pinkerton
and Mr. Ouellette thanked the Board for their time.

Swan’s Island Blankets:
Bill Laurita of Swan’s Island Blankets was present to discuss their letter of intent in
regards to the CDBG grant and Pine Tree funds they are applying for. The funds, if
approved, will be used for an expansion to their dye house and to hire 7 new employees.
The Letter of Intent was reviewed with the following notations made:

The CDBG Grant would cover up to$200,000 for non-capital improvements,
The Pine Tree Zone funds would cover $30,000 per job created
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Mr. Laurita pointed out the Pine Tree Zone application had already been submitted. He
has spoken with Bill Osborne who is reviewing the applications received. The deadline
for the Letter of Intent is February 12, 2010 and the application is due in early March.
Jack Driscoll pointed out the application would be in the Town’s name. We would be
applying for the funds on behalf of Swan’s Island. He also noted, if the funds are
approved, Swan’s Island must hire the seven employees within two years. If they were
not hired, the Town would be responsible to pay back the money given for each
employee, which is $30,000 each, that was not hired.

Discussion followed on the time involved in the Town handling the grant, setting up a
separate account and if there is an Administrative Fee for the Town to cover its cost of
over seeing the funds. Mr. Laurita stated he would let the Town know the invoices to
pay, and the Town would pay the bills. He did not think there would be a lot of time
spent in record keeping. He agreed a separate account should be set up but did not think
an Administrative Fee is included. Mr. Laurita stated this is a good time for his business
to expand and said it will be good for Northport too since it will increase the tax base.
Denise Lindahl agreed. Drexell White stated there is time to get these questions
answered before the February 12th deadline. The Clerk stated the Town had overseen a
CDBG grant for the Village and there was a lot of record keeping involved. She also
pointed out the Town received an Administrative Fee for handling those funds. Mr.
Laurita stated he would prefer not to pay a fee since he felt it would come out of his
funds. Drexell White recommended the Clerk and the Administrator call other Towns
who have gone through this process and see what the recording keeping time frame was.
He also suggested they speak with Bill Osborn. The Administrator agreed, stating he had
called Belfast to see how they handled these grants, but was referred to the Rockland
Manager, who he has not heard back from. He will speak with Bill Osborn and set up a
conference call with the Clerk.

Denise Lindahl stated she is comfortable instructing the Administrator to sign the letter of
Intent while those questions are being answered. Drexell White agreed.

Under motion of Drexell White, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 2-0 to
authorize Jack Driscoll, Town Administrator, to sign the Letter of Intent for Swan’s
Island Blankets on behalf of the Board while gathering information on the lingering
questions.

NVC:
Maureen Stalla reported on chronic run off problems on Bay Street. She stated the
Village had an engineering study done by Al Hodgdon to see what steps need to be taken
to correct this problem. She said the water flows all the way down to Ruggles Park. The
study recommends repaving the road, re-sloping the grade, re-shaping the curb and
driveways. The estimated cost is $13,000. On behalf of the Overseers, Mrs. Stalla asked
the Board to address these issues and fix the road. She also noted there is ice built up and
Bill Paige has asked this to be salted. He can meet with the Road Commissioner or the
plow contractor to look at this.
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Denise Lindahl asked why the Overseers are asking the Town to fix this road. Mrs.
Stalla started it is a Town road and therefore its maintenance is the responsibility of the
Town. Denise Lindahl asked why the Village authorized an engineering study on a town
road. Mrs. Stalla stated the Village was going to do the work but did not realize the
extent of the work to be done. The work was to be done in 2007, but was deferred. This
street has water that runs down Bay Street to the Blair Agency and then flows to the
Shore side. This is causing water problems with the houses along way. The Overseers
would like the Town to correct the problem and have the work overseen by the Village.

Denise noted the Board would not make any decisions based on an engineering study
they did not authorize and had not seen. She also said the Road Commissioner would
need to look at this. Amon Morse also stated the work done on George and Sea Streets
this year could correct the problem. At this time it was too soon to tell if it had. This
work was to correct the water flow that ended near the Blair Agency, which is part of the
problem on Bay Street. Drexell White agreed, stating it would be difficult to tell now if
the water flow had been corrected and it may be spring before this is determined.

The Board agreed to have the Road Commissioner look at this road. They would also
like Paul Rooney to look at this as well since he oversees roads in Northport. They
would like to see the study, since this is the first they heard of it. Mrs. Stalla thought
there was a copy in the Village Office. She stated the Village was going to do the work
but was cost prohibitive. Since then the problem has been growing and the Overseers
would like the Town to correct it. Amon Morse would like to see if the work done this
year has helped before any more work is done to the road. He will look at this road and
the ice build up. Jack Driscoll will get a copy of the survey from the Village Office.

In other business, parking near the Golf Course has improved. After the last storm,
sledders only parked on one side of the road.

Road Commissioner:
The Road commissioner has not heard back from Peter Green regarding cutting some tree
limbs in town. He will call him again.

Amon Morse felt the plowing contractor did a good job during the last storm. No
complaints were received in the office. The clerk asked if the snowpiles at both end of
the office parking lot could be pushed back. They are so high it is becoming dangerous
when leaving the parking lot.

The Road Commissioner will follow up on the Bay Street water issue.

Animal Control:
Animal Control Officer Jerry Tucker stated it has been fairly quiet lately. The three dogs
that attacked and killed the llamas were taken to the Knox County Humane Society.
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They agreed with the Town that they were dangerous dogs and agreed to put them down.
They did not feel they could be adopted. The Clerk asked for clarification on a bill from
the Humane Society. The Town received a bill for $56.00 for boarding the dogs. She
thought in the contract it said the owner would pay the fee. The ACO stated he was
instructed to pick up the dogs and that is why the owner did not pay the fee. Drexell
White recommended the owners be sent a letter stating when they can pick up their dog if
it has been taken to the Humane Society. It should also be made clear to the owner they
are responsible for any boarding fees, or other fees, associated with the stay. The Board
instructed the Clerk to send a bill to the owner of the dogs.

The ACO stated he would like to keep up on animal control training. Drexell White
suggested he look at the Animal Welfare site where they list training for the year.

Administrator’s Report:
1. Eco-Maine – Allison McCready cancelled her visit due to illness.
2. Salt Shed - Jack Driscoll, Toupie Rooney, Deputy CEO and Amy Lemelman

of the DEP looked at the stream on the proposed salt/sand garage site on
Route 1. Ms. Lemelman does not think this is a stream and should not be a
problem for the site. She reminded the Town to keep within the 75’ set back
for streams. S.W. Cole can now come and do the test holes.

3. General Assistance – no new applicants
4. High Speed Internet – Fairpoint keeps giving good feedback to partner with

Northport, but nothing seems to be happening. The representative, RoJean
Tulk, is optimistic Fairpoint will be able to work with Northport. Denise
Lindahl stated it seemed Northport was getting the run around from Fairpoint
and we should be looking at other providers; this issue has been dragging on.
Jack Driscoll stated he had spoken with Mid Coast and Red Zone, who said it
was not beneficial to them to come into Northport due to the topography.
Denise also asked if we could apply for the grant on our own. Jack Driscoll
stated each Town must partner with a provider in order to submit the Letter of
Intent. Denise asked when the Letter of Intent needs to be submitted. The
Due date is January 29, 2010. The Board members agreed we had probably
missed out on the grant opportunity. Drexell White suggested the
Administrator contact the PUC or our State Representative, Jayne Giles.

5. Plowing – addressed
6. Swans Island Blankets – addressed
7. Dangerous Dogs – addressed

Clerk’s Report:
Liquor License and Special Amusement Permit application for Nana’s Kitchen,
previously the Northport Diner, were submitted. The applications appeared to be in order
and a hearing date was set for Thursday, February 4, 2010 at the next Board meeting.
The Clerk will place and ad in the newspaper for the hearing.
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CEO thermostat. The CEO has requested a thermostat be placed in their office so they
can regulate the heat. Right now the thermostat is in the upstairs lobby which keeps
running and makes the their office very hot. The Board agreed to have a separate
thermostat installed in the Code Officers’ office.

The second tax payment is due March 1, 2010. Interest will begin to accrue on March 2,
2010. The Clerk will mail out a post card reminder notice for this second tax payment.

Warrants were submitted for approval.

Minutes:
Under motion of Denise Lindahl, second by Drexell White, the Board voted 2-0 to
approved the minutes of 12-17-09 as submitted.

Under motion of Drexell White, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 2-0 to
approve the minutes of 1-7-10 as corrected.

Old Business:
Denise Lindahl has submitted the revised Transfer Station Manual to Bill Butler of the
DEP. When Paul Rooney is back and the Board is full a formal adoption of the revised
manual will be made.

Jack Driscoll reported Bill Kelly would get together with CEO John Larson to finalize the
septic violation of the Carnahan property on Shore Road. The owners were unable to
finance a septic system and have moved out. The violation fees need to be worked out.

School Board – Denise Lindahl asked if the Administrator had invited or School Board
Directors to the meeting. Jack Driscoll stated he spoke with Debra Riley and left a phone
message for Duffy Woods, but did not hear back from her. Denise reiterated the Board
had wanted to speak with them regarding the recent handling of the School
Superintendents contract. The Administrator stated both of Northport’s School Directors
had voted not to renew the Superintendents contract but have heard loud and clear that
was not what the public wanted. Denise Lindahl spoke with Superintendent Bruce
Mailloux and told him the vote not to renew his contract was not the feeling of the Board.

Under motion of Denise Lindahl, second by Drexell White, with no further business, the
Board voted 2-0 to adjourn at 8:25pm

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara O’Leary
Town Clerk


