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SELECT BOARD MEETING
JULY 5, 2010

PRESENT: Paul Rooney, Chairman; Denise Lindahl; Drexell White; Barbara O’Leary,
Town Administrator

Citizen Concerns:
Sandy Wallace and Joe Berube were present to continue discussions on the work on
Knights Pond Road. Mr. Berube videotaped the Board meeting.

Ms. Wallace began by stating on 6-22-2010, the day following the last Board Meeting;
she was driving down Knights Pond Road with her children and stopped when she saw
Road Commissioner Amon Morse and Denise Lindahl. The contractor Brad Aitkin was
also present. Ms. Wallace asked Amon Morse if Dig Safe had been contacted before the
project started. Mr. Morse stated they had and he has a work number. Mr. Aitkin agreed
Dig Safe had been notified. Ms. Wallace then stated Mr. Aitken began yelling at her in
front of her children. She was upset neither Amon Morse nor Denise Lindahl asked him
to stop. She later called Amon Morse to speak about this and he would not speak with
her. She left phone messages for Denise Lindahl and Drexell White but did not hear back
from them. She felt it was inappropriate not to return her phone calls and upsetting.

She also stated she is upset with the letter received from Paul Rooney. She asked if he
wrote this on his own or if the other Board members helped write it. Mr. Rooney stated
he wrote the letter with the knowledge of the other Board members. He felt it was
necessary to send the letter after Ms. Wallace’s repeated phone calls and requests for
information from Amon Morse and the office staff. This after being repeatedly told at the
meeting to address questions in writing to the Select Board only. Ms. Wallace then asked
if the entire Board agreed to the letter. Mr. Rooney stated he sent them a copy and he
mailed it. She began to say unplanned meetings of the Board are not allowed, but Mr.
Rooney interrupted her stating there was no meeting. As the Chairman of the Board it is
under his purview to write letters. He notified the other Board members he was sending a
letter and asked for comments on it. He stated the letter was necessary since the prior
meeting the Board had instructed Ms Wallace to put all her concerns in writing and
addressed to the Board and it had not happened. To date, the Board has received no list
of her concerns. He felt the letter would clearly state to put these concerns in writing and
keep the emotions out of the issues. Once the Board receives her list the concerns will be
addressed individually. Ms. Wallace stated she did not appreciate the letter or the fact it
was mailed just before July 4th holiday.

Ms. Wallace stated not all of the information she requested has been given to her. She
requested information from Town Clerk Barbara O’Leary, who provided some but not all
of it. The Clerk stated she gave Ms. Wallace what she had, the specs for the ditching and
paving work and copies of the bids awarded. Paul Rooney stated there was not a
proposed budget for the job, that roadwork is grouped together, with a gross amount to be
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spent. The number of jobs that get done is dependent on the bids that come in. He said
there was not a specific project budget to give her. Ms. Wallace questioned the process
of work on roads. Mr. Rooney stated he and the Road Commissioner meet and make a
list of work to be done during the year. They talk with area contractors to see what the
market is like, prepare the specs and put the work out to bid.

Ms. Wallace stated she submitted a request for more information on 6-24-2010 to the
Clerk, which most of the information was not provided. Paul Rooney did give some of
the engineering information but not all was provided. The Clerk stated the bills have not
come in for the project so they are not available. Mr. Rooney stated again, there is no
proposed budget for the project to give copies of.

Ms. Wallace stated the letter says she must only address issues to the Board. She
questioned if other citizens had to submit requests for public information. The Clerk
stated it is public information, but the Freedom of Information Act states requests should
be in writing asking for specific information and the town may charge $1.00 a page. She
further stated the Town has five days to respond to the request, which means it may
respond by saying the information would be forthcoming. Ms Wallace then asked if all
citizens are treated as she has been with only be allowed to deal with the Select Board.
Mr. Rooney, stated due to the contentious nature of the issues being addressed and the
confrontational attitude towards town employees and contractors for the town, the Board
felt it best to keep personalities out of this and she address her concerns directly to the
Board. Ms Wallace then asked why she was being singled out and treated unfairly.

Denise Lindahl stated the Board has the right to address each issue as it comes up on an
individual basis. She said that over the years there have been other issues where the
residents dealt only with the Select Board. This is not an isolated case.

Ms. Wallace reiterated she would like all finances on all the road projects. Mr. Rooney
stated he has told her there is not a set budget for each road. The bills have not come in.
He further stated this seems to be a contentious issue, which is why the Board has asked
for everything in writing. Ms. Wallace asked if this meant she would have to wait two
weeks for each Board meeting to get answers. Mr. Rooney stated the Board would
discuss the issues at the Board meetings when they have received the written issues, but
may send a response in between meetings. Ms. Wallace stated she is being singled out
and treated differently. She has a right to request information and would like the other
items on her list provided to her. Mr. Rooney stated she could look at the addendums to
the engineering study. He did not include them because they are large and the office does
not have a copier to copy that size. Again Ms. Wallace stated she has a right to the
information.

Drexell White stated the Board is not on trial. They have explained the process at two
meetings and have not received any letter outlining Ms. Wallace’s’ concerns and issues.
It seems the same concerns keep coming up from Ms Wallace but she is not submitting
her written concerns to the Board. He agrees with Paul Rooney that these issues seem to
be contentious and will address them one by one when the Board receives the letter. Mr.
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Berube objected stating he or Ms Wallace were not contentious and were within their
rights to request information. Mr. White did not disagree they could request information
but stated the Board is within their rights to determine how that information is requested.
He also pointed out Mr. Berube was taping the meeting, which in itself seemed
confrontational. He again stated the request should be submitted to the Board. If she
prefers, she could give the request to the Town Administrator and she will get it to the
Board. Ms. Wallace and Mr. Berube both stated they have the right to request
information. Denise Lindahl stated they were not listening. The Board is asking them
again to submit their issues to them in writing and they will respond. At this time Mr.
Berube began talking over Mrs. Lindahl stating they have a right to the information. Mrs.
Lindahl pointed out this is what the Board is trying to explain and they are not listening.
She also stated Ms Wallace did not have the authority to tell contractors working for the
town to stop working. Mrs. Lindahl stated at the last meeting Ms Wallace was told to put
her concerns and issues in writing. She agreed to do so but as of this meeting the Board
has not received anything.

Peter Dalton introduced himself to the Board. He is a resident who lives on Leeman
Drive, which is off Knights Pond Road. He thanked the Board for fixing Knights Pond
Road. He thought the contractor did a good job and was pleased with work. He did say
the ditches seemed a little deep, but felt it was because they had been cleaned out and will
not look so stark when the weeds fill in and the road is paved.

Ms Wallace then asked why her petition submitted at the last meeting had not been
addressed. Mrs. Lindahl stated a petition requires signatures of 10% of the voters in the
last gubernatorial election. Since it did not have those signatures it was not regarded at a
petition.

Mr. Hollins stated he has lost five points of entry onto his property with the work that has
been done. Paul Rooney stated the Road Commissioner was aware of three and these are
where two culverts will go in and will be corrected. Mr. Hollins was told to put this in
writing for the Board. Mr. Hollins agreed.

Discussion ceased.

Harbor Master:
Harbor Master, Lora Mills, was present to discuss mapping moorings. She stated it
would be beneficial to have the mooring field mapped. There are software programs that
will do this. She has received permission to use a program used by the Belfast Harbor
Master free of charge. However a GPS needs to be purchased to locate the moorings.
They then need to be put on a computer. She feels the office computer is not equipped to
handle the program. Ms Mills has checked with Hamilton Marine and a GPS with charts
and mapping can be purchased for $509.00. The Board agreed this would be a good idea.
Denise Lindahl recommended the Harbor Committee meet to set goals and run this by
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them. The Board is agreeable to the purchase but feels the Committee should be on
board as well.
Ms Mills stated the computer used in the office is not equipped to handle this kind of
program and she may use her own. She stated there are about 175 moorings in Northport.
The programs she looked at have stated an increase of $5.00 to the mooring fee would
cover the cost.

Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Drexell White, the Board voted 3-0 to
authorize Harbor Master Lora Mills to purchase a hand held GPS for up to $509 to be
used for mapping and charting of Northport moorings. The Administrator was instructed
to call Hamilton Marine and authorize Ms Mills to make purchase on behalf of the Town.

NVC:
Ned Lightner, NVC Representative was present. Mr. Lightner asked if the Town of
Northport has a noise ordinance. There have been issues with loud parties in the Village
and they are not sure how to proceed. Paul Rooney stated the Town does not have a
noise ordinance, but there may be something they can use at State level. Denise Lindahl
recommended calling the Sheriff’s Department. Drexell White also recommended
referencing Title 17A, Section 501A which addresses disturbing the peace and codes of
conduct and Section 502 addresses failure to disburse.

Mr. Lightner stated the word is getting around the Village about Zero Sort recycling. The
Village is looking into clear bags so that the when trash is picked up it is plan to see what
is recyclable and what is household waste. The Village may add another pick up date on
Thursday in the future. He asked if Pine Tree Waste was still going to provide magnets.
Dense Lindahl stated she has been leaving messages regarding the magnets but has not
heard back. Mr. Lightner thanked the Board.

Clerk’s Report:
Tax Commitment: The Clerk presented paperwork for the 2010 tax commitment. In
reviewing the papers a figure was incorrect. The Clerk will refigure the numbers and the
Board will stop by sign the papers. It looks like the mil rate will be around 12.40.
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to accept
the mil rate of 12.4. The Clerk will correct the figure and recalculate the mil rate. The
Board members will stop by and sign the tax commitment.

Knights Pond Campers: Tim Patten has reported there are campers at Knights Pond.
He has sent many away but they keep coming in. He noted there are no bathroom
facilities and tenters human waste is visible. Denise Lindahl recommended having a
metal NO CAMPING sign put up. At least this way it could not be burned. It may be
necessary to put up a gate and give landowners a key. Discussion also followed
regarding having a person there for the summer to be sure no one is camping and lock the
gate at the end of the day. The Board agreed it must be determined by next summer
whether to put up a gate, have an attendant there or a port-a-potty.
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Unemployment: The Clerk noted former Town Administrator had applied for and was
awarded unemployment benefits.

Internet: Cameron Kilton of Mid Coast Internet Solutions has expressed interest in
bringing high speed Internet to Northport. They already have signed contracts with two
Northport residents who will allow them to place towers on their property. The Clerk
referred Mr. Kilton to Code Officer John Larson. Mr. Kilton was given the application
for Wireless Communications and was to complete it and return it to John Larson.

Pole Attachment: The Clerk received the signed agreement for decorative pole
attachments for flags. The next step is Fairpoint and CMP will come and inspect the
utility poles that will be allowed to place flags on.

Boston Post Cane: The Clerk has discovered the canes used to present to the oldest
living resident of Northport does not allow for engraving. She is looking at having a
small plaque made and also present the cane.

At this time Denise Lindahl made the following motion:
Under motion of Denise Lindahl, second by Drexell White, the Board voted 2-0 to
appoint Paul Rooney Chairman of the Select Board.

Old Business:
Knights Pond Road: Paul Rooney recommended placing reflective markers along the
side of the road until the work is complete. He will contact Road Commissioner Amon
Morse about this. The list of Sandy Wallace dated June 2, 2010 was reviewed. Paul
Rooney again stated there is no itemized budget for the roads to be given out. He will try
to copy the appendices of the engineering study.

Drexell White said another issue that comes up is abutters being notified. He has looked
but has been unable to find statute that says this must be done. Paul Rooney agreed,
stating he couldn’t find anything but will continue to look. He will also address the other
items on the list.

Ditching work: the Road Commissioner has stated the ditching contractor needs lots of
supervision. Amon Morse has had them re-do some of the work and will keep a close
eye on them.

Administrator’s Contract: the contract with Barbara O’Leary as the new Town
Administrator was signed.

Appointments: The Clerk is still missing letters of interest from the ACO, Town
Attorney, Fire Chief and EMA Director. The Clerk will notify the present position
holders and see if they are interested.
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Sand & Salt: Paul Rooney stated he has received confirmation from the State on bulk
buying for salt for the winter.

Minutes: The Clerk presented minutes from 6-7-2010 Board meeting; 6-7-2010 Town
Meeting and 6-21-2010 Board meeting.
Denise Lindahl noted on the 6-21-2010 minutes that during Executive Session, Sandy
Wallace interrupted the session to confront Drexell White on a comment he made. She
stated she took offence to a remark he make about possibly closing Knights Pond Road
until the work is complete, for safety reasons. Drexell had disagreed the remark was
flippant and based on the range of concerns of the residents present. Denise would like
that exchange added to the minutes.
Under motion of Denise Lindahl, second by Paul Rooney, the Board voted 3-0 to accept
the minutes of 6-21-2010 as amended.

Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to accept
the Town Meeting minutes of 6-7-2010.

Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to accept
the Select Board minutes of 6-7-2010.

Warrants: Payroll and bill warrants were approved.

Transfer Station: Tim Patten has noted residents are putting household waste in with
recyclables. The Clerk was instructed to place a notice on the website that blood born
materials, sanitary items, needles etc are not to be combined with recyclable materials.

Clerk’s Position: Interviews for the Clerk position will be set up for Monday, July 12,
2010 beginning at 6:00pm.

Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Drexell White, the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn
at 9:10pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara O’Leary
Town Clerk


