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SELECT BOARD MEETING
AUGUST 2, 2010

PRESENT: Paul Rooney, Chairman; Denise Lindahl; Drexell White; Barbara O’Leary,
Town Administrator

Citizen Concerns:
Ms. Sandy Wallace began by stating since Knights Pond Road residents were not allowed
to address the Board regarding the work on the road at a meeting, she wanted to address
some additional questions before the meeting began. Drexell White stated as a point of
order the meeting had already begun. Ms. Wallace asked if she was still not allowed to
ask questions at these meetings. Paul Rooney stated that was correct, she should send
any additional questions by letter or email to the Board to be addressed. Denise Lindahl
stated this was a meeting of the Select Board, which could be run as they see fit. Ms.
Wallace disagreed stating it was a public meeting. Mrs. Lindahl stated the public is
welcome but the Board has the authority to allow the public to speak.

Joy Metcalf stated the Board members are servants of the residents and should not be
acting like the Gestapo. Denise Lindahl stated this is exactly why questions and concerns
should be put in writing, the issue is too emotionally charged. She also stated the process
has been addressed at each meeting and it has not changed. Paul Rooney stated the
discussion was over and any further questions should be put in writing for the Board.

Abatement:
Joseph Bonin was present to request tax abatments for two years. He noticed on his
recent tax bill the acreage was incorrect. He met with the Town’s assessor, who agreed it
was inaccurate. The Assessor abated the 2010 tax, but the prior two years would need
approval from the Board. Mr. Bonin submitted the abatements to the Board for approval.
The Board approved the abatements for 2009 and 2008. The Administrator will mail
copies of the signed abatements to Mr. Bonin.

Joy Metcalf asked to have the abatement process explained. She stated she has talked
with an assessor regarding an error on her property but was only abated for one year.
Barbara O’Leary explained the process. A request is made to the Town assessor. If an
error in assessment has been made abatement may be granted for the last three years. Ms.
Metcalf should submit a copy of the abatement granted along with the abatement forms
for the prior years to be considered.

Liquor License
Don Bomer of Point Lookout was present to request an extension on their liquor license,
which expired on July 31, 2010. He has spoken with Tony Austin at Maine Liquor
Licensing and he will agree to an extension if the town will approve it in a letter. Mr.
Bomer explained they are in the process of changing the liquor license over to the new
management group, Pyramid Management Services, and this should be in place with the
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new license by the end of August. Paul Rooney asked if there have been any complaints
on Point Lookout. Barbara O’Leary said there have not, but a hearing will still need to be
scheduled which could take place at the next meeting.

Under motion of Drexell White, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to have
Town Administrator Barbara O’Leary write a letter on behalf of the Board granting an
extension on the liquor license of Point Lookout until their new licensed is granted.

Administrator – Clerk Report
Fire Alarm: the Town Office is now armed for fire detection. In the event of a fire an
alarm will sound and Pro-Tech Security will be notified.

DOT/Route 1 Land: Barbara O’Leary had previously introduced herself to Andrew
Johnson who is overseeing the sale of the land to Northport. He submitted a
Memorandum of Agreement the Board will need to sign once due diligence is complete.
Town Attorney is conducting a title search and will notify the Administrator of his
findings. If all is well, the next step is to sign the MOA.

Cemetery Stone Work: a bid needs to be placed for repair to cemetery stones that have
toppled over or cracked. Barbara O’Leary spoke with neighboring towns to see how the
bid process has worked for them. Cecil Dennison, who oversees the cemeteries in
Lincolnville, recommended using a reputable contractor to be sure no additional damage
is done to the stones. He also suggested requiring a list of materials be submitted with
the bid. The Selectmen instructed the Administrator to place an ad for cemetery stone
repair work. Bids will be opened at the 8-16-2010 Board Meeting.

Beech Ridge Cemetery: Tim Peabody will clean up and seed the cemetery to get ready
for Good Deeds to plot out the gravesites. Good Deeds has stated they will wait for the
area to be prepared before marking the sites.

Harbor Master: Lora Mills is on vacation for two weeks. When she returns she will
discuss with the Administrator her computer needs. Paul Rooney noted a notebook might
be sufficient for the Planning Board and Harbormaster to use. With back to school
coming up there should be some good deals if the Board decides to purchase one.
Discussion followed on computer needs for the town. It was agreed to take a more
detailed look at this later with long range planning. Mr. Bonin suggested one local server
where each computer would log onto. Drexell White also recommended checking with
Sephone to see if portals are an option. Since they oversee our website, mooring
applications might be done through a portal at the Town’s website.
It was agreed to hold off on any new computers and look at the whole system during the
budget cycle.

Animal Control Officer: Heidi Blood has accepted the position of Animal Control
Officer. Herman Littlefield has accepted the position of Deputy ACO. Both have
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completed the necessary paperwork. They were given the job description for the ACO,
along with an outline of job expectations and the Dog Ordinance.

Sheriff’s Department: The Administrator sent a letter to the Sheriff’s Department
stating the Town does not allow camping at Knight’s Pond, which was voted on by
residents in 1993. The Road Commissioner has already put up the No Camping sign.
Discussion followed on how to discourage campers. Possibilities included installing a
gate that would be locked at sunset; an attendant with set hours; or charge for camping
and regulates the number of campers allowed in. These will be discussed in more detail
later and if needed bring before the residents at town meeting.

Internet: Cameron Kilton of Midcoast Internet solutions is still interested in bringing
high speed Internet to Northport. He is working on the application and the Administrator
referred questions on the application to Code Officer John Larson.
Paul Rooney gave the Administrator an application for grant money in regards to the
Three Ring Binder project for high speed internet.

Petition: Peter Bowen, of Atlantic Highway has asked how to circulate a petition. He
abuts Blake Veterinary and has heard Dr. Blake wishes to put in a dog kennel. Mr.
Bowen and other neighbors are concerned about the noise from many barking dogs. Mr.
Bowen was given the information on how to circulate a petition. He must have only
signatures of registered voters in Northport and must have 10% of the votes cast in the
last gubernatorial elections. There were less than 400 votes cast, which means he would
need to get approximately 40 signatures.

Knights Pond Road: Barbara O’Leary is researching Knights Pond Road to see if it was
recorded. Nothing to report at this time.

CDBG Grant: Swans Island Blanket will be at the next meeting with papers to be
signed in regards to the CDBG grant. This will also be a hearing, which will be posted in
the newspaper. Barbara O’Leary met with Bill Laurita of Swans Island Blankets and
Chris Shrum the Grant Administrator. Mr. Shrum will get the paperwork to the
Administrator so it can be forward on to the Board before the meeting. The
Administrator instructed Mr. Laurita to meet with the Code Officer since he would need a
building permit and approval for the septic system.

Easement: Attorney Joe Moser was in the office inquiring if there was a special town
meeting coming up. His client Mr. Sazak who purchased a home on Shore Road is
looking at changing his building plans and would need an easement. Since this would
need to go before the town, Mr. Moser asked if any special town meetings were in the
works. At this time the Board was not aware of a need for one.
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Roads & Bridges:
Paul Rooney stated he spoke with the Road Commissioner who was unable to attend the
meeting. Lane Construction is behind schedule due to delays with their paving for the
State. Our contract states paving must be completed by the end of September.

The Road Commissioner, Amon Morse, also stated Bartlett’s 10-4 Construction still has
work to complete although they submitted their bill for payment. He recommended
paying ½ the bill with the remainder to be paid when the job is done to the satisfaction of
the Road Commissioner. The Board agreed.

New Business:
Drexell White asked if the new Clerk had started work. Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker will
begin on Tuesday, August 3, 2010. Drexell asked the Town Administer to swear her in
as the new Town Clerk. At this time, Ms. O’Leary submitted her letter of resignation as
Town Clerk effective this date.
Barbara O’Leary stated the ACO and Deputy ACO have already been sworn in.

Transfer Station: Tim Patten has asked for additional part time help. Wellington
Dunbar has had surgery and will be out for several weeks. Tim needs someone to fill in
on a part time basis. An ad will be run in the newspaper and a notice placed on the
Town’s website.

Payroll Reports: Bookkeeper, Vicki Eugley, asked if the Board would give her
permission to sign the payroll reports submitted to the State and Federal government.
She stated she prepares the reports and the Treasurer then signs them. Mrs. Eugley stated
she did not feel right asking the Treasurer to sign reports she prepared, although they are
reviewed by the Treasurer. Paul Rooney felt since the Bookkeeper doesn’t have authority
to sign checks he did not see a problem letting the bookkeeper sign the reports.
Under motion of Drexell White, second by Paul Rooney, the Board voted 3-0 to allow
bookkeeper Vicki Eugley sign the payroll reports, unless the State Statute requires the
Treasurer to sign them. The Administrator was instructed to ask the auditors if this is
acceptable.

Mrs. Eugley then stated the annual audit would begin next Tuesday. She will need a list
of capital assets for the auditors. She will need the roads that were worked on last year.
Paul Rooney stated they were Ryan Road, Rocky Road, Beech Hill Road and Cliff Road.

Also discussed was accrual of personal time. The Administrator stated the Policies &
Procedures state no time is accrued until after one year of employment. This seems like a
long time without time off. Mrs. Eugley also stated we need to clarify if time accrued is
hourly or by the day. Paul Rooney stated he has information on sick and vacation from
MMA he will forward to the Administrator.
Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to have
the Town Administrator review the Policies & Procedures and specifically accrual time
for sick, vacation and personal time.
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Temple Heights: Paul Rooney noted Charlie Dhyse, in Temple Heights has placed
boulders along the right of way agreed to between the town, him and Ashley Landry.
The Road Commissioner has looked at these and notes they will need to be removed
before plowing season. The Administrator was instructed to contact Town Attorney Bill
Kelly for guidance.

Fire Department: Fire Chief Mike Alley stated the Fire Department would have a
voluntary labor stands review on August 12, 2010. They will make recommendations for
improvement however citations will not be issued. He stated they may come to the Town
Office, but was not sure. Paul Rooney noted he would not be available that day but the
inspection could be held without him.

The Fire Chief also noted there is no Internet connection at the firehouse. He has tried
his own laptop without success. He stated he could run a conduit and line from the Town
Hall to the Fire Station for this service.

Old Business:
Paul Rooney reviewed the recent letter from Sandy Wallace in regards to Knights Pond
Road. He will address the questions asked on behalf of the Board. He will speak with
the Road Commissioner in regards to reflective curve signs for the road.

Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Drexell White, the Board voted 3-0 to enter
Executive Session at 8:10pm to discuss a legal matter under M.R.S.A. Title 1, Section
405 6.E.

Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to return
to Regular Session at 8:20pm.

With no further business, the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 8:45pm.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara O’Leary
Town Administrator/Town Clerk


