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SELECT BOARD MEETING
AUGUST 16, 2010

PRESENT: Paul Rooney, Chairman; Denise Lindahl; Drexell White (arrived at
6:15p.m.); Barbara O’Leary, Town Administrator and Jeanine Tucker, Town Clerk.

Citizen Concerns:
Jackie Kahn of Eagle Drive wanted to address the intersection of Beech Hill Road and
Eagle Drive. The culvert there is inadequate for the water flow and washes out quite
frequently. Discussion was had about the width of Beech Hill Road and what distance
from the center of the road the Town was liable for maintaining. When the board
discussed this issue with Road Commissioner Amon Morse he stated that the culvert size
was sufficient, the drainage was what needed improvement due to the sand washing down
from the Town sand pile. It was determined that when Lanes Construction paves that
section of Beech Hill Road a skirt would be placed at the Towns expense up to the Towns
obligated line. Ms. Kahn stated that the residents on Eagle Drive would like to pay to
have Lane Constuction pave an additional thirty feet of the private drive, and that Norma
Flanders had already spoken with the Eric at Lane Construction about this prior to this
meeting.

Public Hearing:

6:10 p.m. Liquor License
Don Bomer of Point Lookout was present to request approval of the Liquor License for
Point Lookout, as well as answer any question regarding such. Having received no
complaints regarding Point Lookout the discussion was moved to vote by Selectman Paul
Rooney at 6:14p.m.

Under motion of Paul Rooney, second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted 2-0 to
approve and sign the Liquor License.

Selectman Drexell White arrived at 6:15p.m.

The decision was made to move the next Selectmen’s meeting to Tuesday September 7,
2010 at 6 p.m. instead of Monday the 6th due to the Labor Day Holiday. At this meeting
there will be a Public Hearing for a Special Amusement Permit for Point Lookout.

6:17 p.m. CDBG Grant Public Hearing
Chris Shrum came with Bill Laurita to give the Selectmen a briefing on the second phase,
and the paperwork that needs signatures, for the CDBG Grant awarded to Swans Island
Blankets. He explained that the formalities covered items such as the Fair Housing Act,
ADA Evaluation and HUD required policies and procedures. This was to ensure there
were no conflicts of interest and that the bidding procedure was understood. The surety
instrument has been finalized with Town Attorney Kelly, but will need to be signed by
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Administrator O’Leary and Mr. Laurita. Ms. O’Leary signed the Fair Housing
Assessment on behalf of the Town, under her authority as Town Administrator.
HUD would require the lowest bid receive the contract, however if the Board of
Selectmen are aware of an issue, or have any concerns, this information should be
forwarded even though it may not result in any awards being changed. The State, being in
control of the Grant, makes the ultimate decision of all bids and the awards of contracts.
A copy of everything pertaining to this project will be kept at the Town Office for public
reference.
The next phase will be for Mr. Laurita with a Site Plan at the September Planning Board
meeting.
Under motion of Paul Rooney at 6:40 p.m., second by Denise Lindahl, the Board voted
3-0 to approve and sign all CDBG documents.

Northport Village:
Maureen Stalla gave a ‘no news to report’ report on behalf of the Village. The Northport
Village Corporation will have their next meeting over the Labor Day weekend. Ms.
O’Leary noted that the Village Corporation had requested $25,000 at their Annual
Meeting. She stated that it would be best if the Town waited until tax revenue started
coming in before paying this sum to the Village due to the amount of money needed for
the RSU#20 monthly payment and the County Taxes that will come due in October. She
also assured that the amount would be paid to the Village as soon as possible.

Roads & Bridges:
Amon Morse reported that Lanes Construction has begun the paving on Beech Hill Rd.
Bartlett’s crew was finally done with the ditching of Town roads. As they ditched Cross
Street it was discovered that a couple of culverts are needed and that a tree needed to be
removed.
Road Commissioner Morse added that some brush cutting needs to be done at street
intersections. Selectman Paul Rooney told Mr. Morse to make sure he made a list of the
intersections so that it may be put out to bid. He also mentioned a pothole on the backside
of the Beech Hill Road, toward the Route 52 end.
Selectperson Denise Lindahl informed Amon that the tar needs to removed from the inert
pile at the Transfer Station. Lindahl explained to Morse that the tar needs to be put in a
truck the next day, recycled and used on the Beech Hill Road paving.
Selectman Drexell White stated that there were some potholes at Kelley Cove that need
addressing.
Citizen Sandy Wallace was in with pictures regarding the shoulder on Cliff Road.
According to Ms. Wallace some ditching needs to be done. Road Commissioner Morse
informed the Board that this was a new pavement area, that he would get prices to rock it
in and that he would prefer Works address the section in question. He explained that
Works had done other work in that area and should have the materials to make everything
match.

Citizen Concerns:
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Ms. Sandy Wallace would like to re-submit a request for information. Selectman Rooney
stated the prior request had been answered and all information, to his knowledge, had
been supplied. He went on to explain that there was only a bill from Aitken and nothing
from K.P.R. and that there was only one Viking Lumber bill.

Cemetery Stone Work:
The Town received three bids for cemetery stone repair work, although two of them were
from the same contractor. The bid from Thomas A. Stevens included all materials and
offered a reduced fee in done in one year. The Selectmen compared the three bids and
found that the bid from Stevens was not only the lowest bid, but also the most detailed.
Mr. Stevens was present to answer any questions the Board may have and offered more
detail to the extent of his service. He explained that his four man crew works a four day
week and that they go focus on each stone prior to moving on to the next. The epoxy he
uses is made in Vermont and has been used to build mausoleums. Selectperson Lindahl
asked how he would handle damaged or rounded stones, Stevens replied by stating they
would build a form and renovate, as best as possible, using wet concrete. He went on to
say that it is not always possible to fully restore to the original state due to age or extent
of wear.
Mr. Stevens wanted the Board to know that he is currently working on a project in
Newport but expected that he could begin in Northport within a couple of weeks. He
estimated the Northport cemeteries would take approximately five weeks, but they would
halt the project once the ground freezes. He also suggested that the Town take pictures of
the stones once they are completed for historic value. Selectman Drexell White agreed
that they would make a great visual for Town Meeting.

Under motion of Denise Lindahl, second by Paul Rooney the Selectmen voted 3-0 to
award the Stone Repair Bid to Thomas A. Stevens for $19,000.00.

Mrs. Lindahl spoke with Mr. Stevens after the vote about future plans for cemetery
business, such as requiring stones be flush with the ground. Mr. Stevens advised against
mandating such a thing, although dedicating a particular section would seem reasonable.
When revising or creating an ordinance he suggested that it be worded as ‘selling a right
of internment’ and not a cemetery plot, in doing so if there were some reason why the lot
could not be used the Town is well within it’s rights to relocate the internment. Mr.
Stevens also suggested that there be included in the document that no trees or shrubbery
of any kind be planted. Town Administrator O’Leary may follow up with Mr. Stevens for
consultation when she starts preparing an ordinance regarding the cemeteries and when
the Town is ready to start laying out the plots for the Beech Ridge Cemetery.

Animal Control Officer: Heidi Blood has been sworn in as ACO, and has responded to
several calls. She did not have a report yet as she has only been the Animal Control
Officer for two weeks. She will have one ready for the next meeting. The Board would
like her to confirm, for the record, when a case is closed out. Blood has been returning
calls acknowledging complaints to let the office staff know she has received the
complaint, but not keeping them up to date on the status.



4

Gift of Land: A tax bill had been mailed back with a handwritten, signed, note stating
that the owner would like to donate the parcel to the Town. Upon investigation it was
discovered that there is an easement to the less than half of an acre lot. The lot does not
abut any properties belonging to the Town, although it is near the Transfer Station.
Selectman White proposed the question as to whether it would benefit the Town to accept
the property, would it cost more than the property is worth to have a deed drawn up, go to
a Town Meeting and put it to vote and could the Town actually profit from the
transaction. Town Administrator Barbara O’Leary will talk to attorney Kelly to find the
answers to these questions.

Correspondence: The Ballot for the Waldo County Budget Committee was presented to
the Selectmen for vote. Upon review Denise Lindahl marked the ballot with the Board
voting 3-0. However, the ballot was recalled the next day due to an error on the County’s
part and a new ballot will be sent for a vote at the next Selectmen Meeting.

Town Administrator Report: Barbara O’Leary reported to the Selectmen on the
following:

Internet:
Midcoast Internet could not attend the meeting to discuss bringing internet services to
Northport, however they had inquired about moving forward with the placement of
towers IF the Selectmen would waive the $1500.00 permitting fee per tower. They do
have consent with one property owner and are in negotiations with a second owner about
placing towers on the respective properties. In order for the Towers to be placed
Midcoast Internet would have to complete a Site Plan Application and pay a permit fee of
$1500.00 per tower. The matter was tossed back and forth about the possibility of trading
fees for service, a potential two for one fee, deferring the fees and setting up a payment
schedule rather than an up front fee. Drexell White reviewed the Planning Board, Site
Plan Review ordinance and found that the Selectboard does not have the authority to
waive said fee, nor can they negotiate the fee in an effort to ‘do business’. By order of the
Ordinance the Site Plan Application was incomplete without the fee, therefore even if the
Board did have the authority to waive said fee, the applicant would not be able to proceed
to the Planning Board for approval.

DOT/Route 1 Land: After sorting out some conflicting as well as confusing information
Town Administrator Barbara O’Leary was pleased to inform the Board that the details
were worked out for the 1.05 acre lot to be deeded to the Town by the State of Maine. A
title search resulted in discovering an easement for the telephone company and for the
electric company. The memorandum of agreement states that the State would allow the
Town a curb cut entrance for the upper, discontinued, entrance of the property since they
were not going to allow the use of the current entrance. The agreement looked alright
according to Andrew Johnson at the State level, the selectmen only need to sign and
return.

Transfer Station: Transfer Station attendant Tim Patten had spoken with the Town
Administrator about the metal fees. It had cost the Town $405 to have the metal hauled
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away and the Town only received $390 for the recycling. The question was asked if there
could be a limit placed on items being picked over. Selectperson Denise Lindahl replied,
with the backing of the Transfer Station Operations manual, that ‘picking’ was not
permitted. A sign would need to be placed, if not already in place, stating such.
Ms. O’Leary also informed the Board about grant funding for a recycling program that
would match up to $500.00. An item must be picked from the ‘Tool Kit’ offered and
must be chosen by mid September. Options include magnets, brochures, handouts and
posters. Magnets were favored by all as the best item to utilize in spreading the word
about recycling. Lindahl stated that it appeared residents were still confused as to what
items could go in the bulk recycling, but also mentioned that Attendant Patten had been
informed NOT to remove the items for safety reasons and to let the waste company notify
us of non-compliance. Ms. O’Leary told the Board that she would ensure that more
copies of the approved list of recyclable materials would be made available at the Town
Office.
In regards to the fire that had occurred at the Transfer Station on Monday August 9th it
had been determined that the fire resulted from ‘spontaneous combustion’. The fire was
discovered when Pine Tree Waste Services noticed the fire after they had emptied a
dumpster into the truck. The waste was dumped out onto the ground until it could be
extinguished. The gentleman did a great job cleaning up all of the debris once the fire
was out. Selectperson Lindahl mentioned this would need to be included in the annual
report to Department of Environmental Protection., but since there was no spill; there is
no need to submit any type of immediate report.

State Planning Office: The State Planning Office is currently re-aligning the Economic
and Commercial Development Zones. They would like to place Northport into the ‘Mid-
Coast’ district with Lincolnville, Belmont and Searsmont. Northport is currently in the
‘Eastern Maine’ with Belfast. The proposed re-zoning map was made available to the
Selectmen. Explanation given was due to Federal re-zone. Northport would be placed
with smaller Towns of comparable size. This change was not mandated, merely
requested. Denise Lindahl offered comment that it may be beneficial for Northport to be
structured with comparable towns when applying for grants. Paul Rooney agreed. Drexell
White had asked if there were any advantages or disadvantages mentioned, Barbara
O’Leary stated that there weren’t any listed.

Under motion of Paul Rooney and second by Denise Lindahl the board voted 3-0 to
accept the change from Eastern Maine Zone to the Mid-coast Zone.

Knights Pond Road: The attempt at researching the history of Knights Pond Road
resulted with no information. No history of the road construction, width or origin could
be found.

Under motion of Paul Rooney and second by Denise Lindahl the motion was made that
research was made and there was not any evidence to support the claim that Knights
Pond Road was anything other than a three rod road, 3-0.
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In other matters: Dan Small had been sent a letter asking him to survey and stake
property in Temple Heights belonging to Charles Dhyse. Mr. Dhyse has placed boulders
along the edge of property he had agreed to sign over to the Town in an easement for
drainage purposes. The agreement also included an additional 5 foot strip that would be
released to the Town. The boulder wall Mr. Dhyse has built is within this easement. In
order for Town Attorney Kelly to serve Dhyse with a ‘Violation Agreement’ Mr. Kelly
needs this survey regarding a clearly defined easement. Mr. Small has not responded as
of this meeting.

Code enforcement Officer John Larson would like to impose an increase to building and
permit fees. He and Assistant Toupie Rooney have been spending more time in the field
that in past years due to more complications. Selectman Paul Rooney noted that some of
the Flat Fees were going down but the Square Footage Fee was increasing instead.
Lindahl wanted to know what happened to the Piers/Docks and Wharfs section. It maybe
that this is part of the general Planning Board fee of $100. White inquired as to who was
the authority over setting fees, Rooney answered that the Select Board has the authority
to set fees and did so a year ago when the Transfer Station Fees were set. Lindahl also
asked if the Planning board had been made aware of the proposed increases, and stated
that it would be best to table the decision until after the Planning Board had reviewed the
changes and could comment. The selectmen agreed to table 3-0.

Administrator O’Leary updated the Selectmen on the Annual Audit reporting that it went
very well with the Auditors only being in the Town Office for two days this year.

Ms. O’Leary had told the Board about a visit she encountered with a Mr. Daniel Lawson.
Mr. Lawson is an advocate for Fair Trade and wanted the Selectmen to get on Board with
a Paper Company Resolution campaign he started against the China Market affecting the
paper industry. The Selectmen made no action on this matter, as there was nothing
formal to act on.

Selectperson Denise Lindahl made mention of a Legislative Candidates Dress Rehearsal
On August 25th at 6:30 p.m. so any member of the Board that might be interested could
attend.

Minutes of the August 2, 2010 meeting were reviewed into record and approved with
minor corrections.
Minutes of the July 19, 2010 meeting will be reviewed at the next regular meeting as they
were not available.

Paul Rooney reported, on behalf of the Fire Department, that the inspection went very
well. He stated that Training Records underwent the biggest scrutiny, explaining that
personnel will need to be notified by certified mail of what duties they may or may not
perform based on what information is available in their file. Failure of the volunteers to
comply with their restrictions must result in forced relief of duty.
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Under motion of Denise Lindahl second by Drexell White the Board voted 3-0 to enter
into Executive Session at 8:40 p.m. to discuss a personnel matter under M.R.S.A. §
405(6)(A).
Executive Session legal matters under M.R.S.A. Title 1 § 405(6)(E).

Under motion of Drexell White and second by Paul Rooney the Board voted to exit
Executive Session and return to Regular Session at 9:42 p.m. 3-0.

Under motion of Drexell White second by Paul Rooney the Board voted to adjust the
salary for the new Town Clerk, personnel matter under M.R.S.A. § 405(6)(A), to reflect
changes to Health Insurance coverage, 3-0
Under motion of Drexell White second by Paul Rooney the Board voted to 3-0 to
consult with Attorney Kelly regarding the legal Matter, M.R.S.A. Title 1 §405(6)(E).

With no further business to discuss the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 9:44 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Jeanine Tucker
Town Clerk


