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SELECT BOARD MEETING 

AUGUST 15, 2011 

 

PRESENT:  Chairman Paul Rooney; Selectperson Denise Lindahl; Selectperson Drexell White; 

Barbara O’Leary, Town Administrator; Jeanine Tucker, Town Clerk and Road Commissioner 

Amon Morse. There was no representative present for the Northport Village. 

 

Animal Control: 
Animal Control Officer Heidi Blood was scheduled to attend the meeting and give a 
report to the Board; however she had contact Administrator O’Leary earlier in the day 
and informed her that she would be unable to attend. Blood did forward a report 
detailing calls that had been covered, which consisted of dog complaints and missing 
cats. There had been a puzzling case regarding stray sheep in the area of 60 Stone Drive.  
With some research it was discovered that a resident in the area had rented the sheep to 
clear some overgrowth and that the sheep, who were not tethered, had wandered off 
that property.  
Assistant Animal Control Officer Herman Littlefield had requested some crates to 
transport animals to the shelter as well as a ‘Have-a-heart’ trap to catch stray cats/dogs. 
Littlefield reported that he had purchased a crate at a yard sale and would cover that 
cost as his own expense. He did get a quote from a local hardware store for the trap and 
was asking the Board to approve the expense. Chairman Rooney, and the remainder of 
the Board, agreed to the purchase of the humane trap with the understanding that it is 
domestic animals only and that he is not to trap nuisance wildlife.  
 
Code Enforcement Officer: 
 Dangerous Building: 
Code Officer John Larson reported to Administrator O’Leary that he had met with 
Vernita Edwards, owner of the dangerous building at 2 Priest Road. Edwards told 
Larson that there is more land at that location than the Town has on record, she also 
said that the neighbor had crossed onto her property when they replaced their septic 
system and that a portion of their system is on her property. She added that her lot is 
large enough to support a septic system. Larson stated that he told Edward’s to have 
her land surveyed if she felt there was more there that what the Town was taxing her 
on. Derwood McIntire, abutting property owner, claims that his septic is completely 
contained on his property and that none of it breaches the property line between him 
and Edwards. 
Larson reported that Edwards had removed the porch from the front of the house as 
instructed with the ‘Dangerous Building’ order, but that she asked for the opportunity 
to make the building safe admitting that the chimney is unsafe as well. Larson said that 
he has given her until September 12, 2011 to bring the building up to code. If Edwards 
fails to meet the deadline Larson will bring the matter back to the Board for demolition 
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at Edward’s expense. Larson did put the discussion in writing and had Edward’s sign it 
in agreement.  
 Ron’s Towing: 
Larson had placed a ‘Stop Work’ order against Ron’s Towing, which was operating on 
property owned by Linda Bassano who is the proprietor of Blue Dolphin Antiques. 
Larson stated that there had not been a Site Plan Review Application completed for 
Planning Board approval and that no response had been received by the date specified 
in a certified letter he sent. Larson had checked on the site Friday and discovered that 
the order he placed was missing and that the business was still operating. Late Friday 
afternoon Ron Watkins, Linda Bassano and another gentleman met with Larson. In this 
meeting the unidentified gentleman became confrontational and denied being informed 
of on proper procedures, even though it was spelled out in the certified letter.  
Larson also told O’Leary that if they had not shown up on Friday and they continued to 
operate he would have been forced to pursue an 80K action against them, but since they 
made it in an application was completed and they will be on the Planning Board agenda 
for September 13, 2011.  
Chairman Rooney asked if there needs to be a Deputy present at the Planning Board 
meeting and asked O’Leary to contact the Sheriff’s Department about scheduling one.  
Board member Denise Lindahl asked if Larson would be present at the meeting and 
suggested that he should attend.  
 
Road Commissioner: 
 Current Projects: 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse updated the Board on the various projects in Town. 
He stated that Aitkens should be finishing up Wednesday on the ditching work; Lane 
would be paving Knights Pond Road and Bird Hill next. Chairman Rooney added that 
Prescott Hill Road and Rocky Road paving came out very nice. Morse did mention that 
some of the driveway aprons on Rocky Road had an unexplainable two inch lip and 
that he will have to have them built back up and leveled off with gravel then paved.  
Morse said that he would be meeting with Seth Hagger regarding crack sealing later in 
the week.   
 Temple Heights: 
F.C. Work & Sons agreed to the revisions Administrator O’Leary had made to the work 

agreement, at the direction of the Board, but returned it unsigned. Jennifer Work had 

signed the completed  ‘Notice of Award’ and returned it. The ‘Notice to Proceed’ states 

that the project needs to be started before Labor Day. Jennifer Work told O’Leary that 

they were entirely too busy to start before Labor Day and that she was still waiting to 

hear from American Concrete on changes since the revised specs are unobtainable from 

the engineer. O’Leary explained to Jennifer that per the agreement work needs to start 

on August 20th, which is the 5 days after the signing of the contract, and that the project 

needs to be completed within 60 days of that date.  
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Charlie Dhyse apparently filled a High Street ditch with rocks for an unknown reason. 
Morse does not feel that it should become an expense of the Town to remove the 
materials and that a letter needs to be sent to Dhyse telling him that he needs to remove 
the rocks.  
 Winter Sand: 
Rooney asked Morse when he would like to run the notice seeking bids for winter sand. 
Morse asked Rooney if he wanted to wait until after the new shed was completed and 
the current pile is cleaned up and moved to the new site so that there is a better 
understanding of what is already on hand. Rooney said that it can wait and the ad 
could be run in September. 
 Temple Heights: 
Administrator O’Leary had received a complaint about poor nighttime visibility in the 
Temple Heights area. The resident asked about the Town installing street lights because 
the area is so dark and she was concerned about the safety of pedestrians after dark. 
O’Leary explained to the resident that there is a cross walk area there and that there 
were signs up for it. The resident had asked about placing a temporary speed bump to 
slow traffic, O’Leary told them no and that if anything besides the crosswalk was 
requested it could be taken to the Temple Heights Organization.   
Road Commissioner Morse added that he has paint for the crosswalk if it needs to be 
redone.  
 Catch Basin Cleaning: 
Morse asked Rooney when he could start cleaning out the catch basins in Town. He 
stated that he would like to get all of them done so that he can keep better track of 
which ones may fill up faster. Rooney told him to schedule it whenever he was ready.  
 
Transfer Station: 
 Debris/Metal Pile: 
Because of ongoing concerns over the dwindling metal pile the question was brought to 
the table about moving it up by the debris dumpster.  DM&J Waste Services had spoken 
with Administrator O’Leary about placing a second dumpster next to the current debris 
dumpster for the metals. O’Leary had told the company to write a proposal and that she 
would present it to the Board, as of meeting time she had not seen a proposal.  
The theory is by having the metals placed into a dumpster rather than piled up on the 
ground it would make it easier for a company to pick up and would deter any ‘pickers’ 
from handling it.  
Board member Denise Lindahl said if a dumpster is decided upon for metals that a new 
map of the Transfer Station layout would need to be drawn up and submitted to the 
State. Lindahl had asked if there has been an increase in metals at the Transfer Station, 
O’Leary replied that attendant Tim Patten said there has been an increase this summer.  
 New Hire: 
O’Leary informed the Board that Jesse Whiting had been hired to fill the vacancy at the 
Transfer Station after Mr. Dunbar’s resignation and she has registered both Tim and 
Jesse for the upcoming Dept. of Environmental Protection workshop. When O’Leary 
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had told the Board that Randy Bonin had applied for the position as well, but was 
willing to be an ‘on call’ substitute Lindahl asked if he could be enrolled in the 
workshop as well. O’Leary assured Lindahl that she would find out if Bonin and 
current sub Walter Barnard would be available.  
 Chipping: 
O’Leary updated the Board on the status of chipping the brush pile. She had made 
contact with Craig Marshall and found out that he had equipment issues, but he would 
be able to begin within the week.  
 
InforME: 
O’Leary had been in contact with the InforME Maine government agency, a web based 
program that allows municipalities to access various records without being charge. The 
Town was already a subscriber, but did not have access to certain areas such as 
background checks for new hires. O’Leary stated that this would be extremely 
beneficial when the Fire Department and First Responders have new hires as well. 
O’Leary has signed the Town up and was told that it takes a couple of weeks for the 
final approval to go through. Board member Drexell White suggested if there should be 
a policy on how often checks should be made as a follow up.   
 
Banking: 
Bookkeeper Vicki Eugley and Administrator O’Leary explained to the Board that One 
Million Dollars had been removed from Bangor Savings Bank and placed in an Insured 
Cash Sweep (ICS) account at Machias Savings Bank. The ICS account would allow all 
funds to be federally insured even though it is over $250,000.00.  
 
Executive Sessions Involving 80K Actions: 
Board member Drexell White had asked at a previous meeting about confidentiality of 
the persons involved in an 80K action. He wanted to know if the individuals needed to 
remain anonymous when an 80K action is listed. O’Leary found out that only the 
discussion during executive session is confidential but names can be publicly associated 
with the case.  
 
Cemeteries: 
 Beech Ridge Cemetery: 
O’Leary had been told by Gusta Ronson at Good Deeds that someone familiar with the 
original plan would be at the Beech Ridge Cemetery site this week to stake it so that the 
project can be started. According to Gusta they had stopped because they were told it 
was going to be bush hogged. 
 
 Cemetery Rules & Regulation’s: 
O’Leary had completed another revision on the Cemetery Rules & Regulations for the 
Board to review. Lindahl asked that the requirement of notifying the Town be changed 
from 48 hours to simply notifying the Town prior to burial. White had asked about 
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possibly changing the font of the section headings so that they stand out a bit better. 
Lindahl had also asked about cemetery funds, if they had to be broken out into separate 
accounts by cemetery, O’Leary explained that all cemetery funds can be pooled into one 
account regardless of which cemetery the lots were sold in.  
 
Under motion by Denise Lindahl second by Drexell White the Board voted 3-0 to 
accept the Cemetery Rules & Regulations with corrections.  
 
PayPort: 
Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker had been in contact with Dustin Biggs at InforME regarding 
signing up for the State PayPort program. This program would allow residents to pay 
using their credit card. The fees are $1.00 minimum up to $40.00 or 2.5% of the total sale 
and are passed off to the resident as part of the sale. The fees go directly to the State and 
the full sale gets forwarded directly to the Town checking account via an ACH transfer.  
The Board authorized O’Leary to sign any documents necessary for the process.  
 
Town of Northport Website:  
Chairman Rooney asked O’Leary about the progress of the Knights Pond survey going 
up on the Town website. O’Leary explained that she had been conversing with Vicki 
Eugley about the questions and Eugley was in the process of linking the website with 
the Survey Monkey site.  
Rooney also asked about updating the main page with more current information and 
adding pictures of the Salt/Sand Shed project.   
At a previous meeting it was asked if there were a way to find out how many visits the 
Town website had gotten, Eugley provided the Board with monthly counts showing an 
increase in traffic each month.  
 
Warrants were approved and signed.  
 
Minutes of the July 11th and 18th meeting were approved with corrections.  
 
Under motion by Paul Rooney second by Denise Lindahl the Board voted 3-0 to 
adjourn at 8:10 p.m.  
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 


