
1 
 

SELECTBOARD MEETING 

NOVEMBER 7, 2011 

 

Present:  Chairman Paul Rooney; Selectperson Denise Lindahl; Selectperson Drexell White; 

Town Administrator Barbra O’Leary; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Road Commissioner Amon 

Morse and Northport Village Corp representative Maureen O’Keefe. 

Northport Village Corp.: 
Maureen O’Keefe informed the Board that the Village Overseers would be holding their next 
meeting on Sunday the 13TH. Chairman Paul Rooney asked if there had been any discussion yet 
about a Fireworks Ordinance within the Village area. O’Keefe said that is one of the items on 
the agenda. Selectperson Drexell White explained that if the Overseers were to consider an 
ordinance prohibiting fireworks that now would be the time to do so. O’Keefe asked if the 
Overseers have the authority to make a determination on the matter. Rooney stated that, 
based on information provided by the Town Attorney, it appears that they can. O’Keefe said 
that she will report back if it is something they decide to go through with.  
 
 
Code Officer: 
Administrator O’Leary reminded the Board of a Notice of Violation that had been discussed at 
the July 18, 2011 Selectboard meeting regarding Linda Bassano failing to comply with the Site 
Plan Review process when allowing Ron’s Towing to operate on her property. As of this meeting 
a complete application had still not been received and the parties remained non-compliant.  
O’Leary informed the Board that Code Officer John Larson would be coming in on Wednesday 
evening to follow up with the Ron’s Towing matter. O’Leary stated that Larson explained to her 
that he had placed calls to State agencies on Friday and that his concern now is centered 
around the apparent start of a salvage yard. Larson did speak with Ms. Collins, with Kelly & 
Collins, LLC the Towns’ counsel. The advice he received was to issue a second Notice of 
Violation with a compliance date not more than two weeks from the date of notice. Larson will 
be working on that notice Wednesday evening but was unsure if he would be able to set the 
deadline to come before the next Selectboard meeting so that the Board may decide whether 
to move forward with the 80K Action at that time.  
He mentioned that attorney Collins had concerns about whether or not fluids were being 
removed from these vehicles prior to placing them on the site. She would need to know how 
many vehicles are stored or are for sale. O’Leary reported that Larson and Collins both stated 
there are many issues with the operations, aside from the lack of meeting the Site Plan 
Ordinance requirements that include Department of Transportation issues since there was 
never an Entrance Permit obtained from the State. One resident that resides in Catching Cove 
has commented on how the visibility of traffic flow had been impaired by a wrecker and or 
vehicles being parked along the Route One roadside. He had said that when pulling out onto 
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Route One from Catching Cove you cannot see traffic coming North on the highway and there 
has been at least one close call with a semi at that intersection because of the obstruction.  
Board member Denise Lindahl asked how this would work as far as filing an 80K Action. She 
questioned whether the violation of failing to go through the Site Plan Review process would 
preside over the operating an unlicensed salvage yard. O’Leary explained that the two 
violations could be combined into one 80K Action and that it would be the Boards’ decision to 
start the process now or to wait for the time to run out on the second violation notice before 
moving on it.  
 
Under motion by Denise Lindahl second by Drexell White the Board voted 3-0 to proceed with 
the 80K Action against Linda Bassano and Ron Watkins based on noncompliance with the Site 
Plan Review process and to amend the action later should they fail to comply with salvage yard 
regulations.  
 
Other Violations: 
Larson sent out two other notices of violation by certified mail on Friday. One was to Brent 
Macleod for construction of a garage without a permit and the other was to Justin Blake for 
opening an extended kennel section without going through Site Plan Review.  
 
Wilson 80K Action: 
O’Leary informed the Board that the Wilson 80K Action court date is set for December 20, 
2011. Rooney stated that he understood that the system has been replaced. O’Leary explained 
that on this hearing would be to decide if the Wilsons would have to pay any fines or fees.  
 
Roads and Bridges:    
 Sand: 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse told the Board that it looks like there is more sand at the old 
site than originally thought. He guessed that there may actually be closer to 2,000 yards left, 
but will know better after they move 1,500 yards to the new shed.  
 Salt/Sand Shed: 
Morse noted that there is a crack in one of the walls. He said that it looks as though there was 
some sort of attempt at sealing it. He also added that the power is still not hooked up yet. 
O’Leary explained that there was some confusion between Central Maine Power and the State 
Dept. of Transportation. Now that the State D.O.T. understands it only needed to grant an 
easement to place guide wires to anchor the pole on their property in order to run the power 
across the highway everything is in place for C.M.P. to connect the power. According to O’Leary 
Bill Lane of Gartley & Dorsky said it should be connected within two weeks.  
 Plowing Contract:  
With the first storm of the season taking place at the end of October O’Leary drafted two 
proposals for amending the plowing contract. The proposals defined ‘winter season’ as one of 
two definitions. One defined it as November 1st through April 30th of each year and included a 
statement any storms arriving before or after those dates would be included in the contract. 
The second definition said the first storm of the season through April 30th unless there is a 
spring storm in which case that too would fall under the contract.   
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Questions arose about insurance coverage for the contractors and as of what dates would they 
need to provide coverage. It was decided to table the amendment until the next contract cycle. 
 Temple Heights: 
Administrator O’Leary told the Board she received a request from Jennifer Work requesting the 
retainer for the Temple Heights project. Morse informed the Board that there was one last 
catch basin that needs to be placed and pipe needs to be run under Doucette’s driveway. 
O’Leary asked Morse if that was part of the contract or if it was extra, Morse replied that it is 
extra. Chairman Rooney asked Morse if he was satisfied with the work they had done and if he 
knew of any reason why the Town should wait on paying the retainer. Morse said he was very 
pleased with their work and he saw no reason to withhold any funds.  
Denise Lindahl asked if they would be able to complete the project this year, Morse replied that 
they should be.  
 Ashley Landry sent O’Leary an e-mail stating his concerns about the outflow pipe 
washing out the bank. Rooney commented that the bank had always washed out before and 
affirmed with Morse that the contractor had rocked in the area well to prevent additional 
erosion. Denise Lindahl asked if there were any harm in waiting to see what occurs between 
now and spring, to see if there is or is not an improvement. Rooney stated that was the original 
plan, to wait and study the progress. Rooney added that the Board could talk with Code Officer 
John Larson for suggestions, if it appears that there needs to be more done.  
 Catch Basins: 
Morse reported that Brad Rollerson had done some leaf clean up before any issues arose with 
the catch basins. 
 Mailbox: 
Leslie Michell spoke with Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker regarding the stability of her mailbox. 
Michell said that when ditching was done at her property the post was never put back securely 
and she would like it corrected. Michell also voiced a concern about the depth of the ditch in 
front of her house. Morse told the Board that he would go and check it out.  
 Bluff Road: 
Sian Evans called Administrator O’Leary regarding a property line pin that had been moved 
when ditching was done. She told O’Leary that she had replaced the pin and wants to make 
sure it is not moved again. She said that she will be writing to the Board about the matter and 
has concerns about the road washing away. Morse verified that there is an issue with the road 
washing out in that area. Morse explained that when we get a heavy rain the water flow hits 
the ledge and then runs to the road causing it to wash out. Rooney asked if there were any 
houses nearby that might be affected if blasting were to be done to the ledge to create a better 
run off for water. Morse said that there weren’t any right nearby.  
 
Administrator: 
 Beech Hill Cemetery: 
Administrator O’Leary had received a quote of $460.00 from Farley & Sons for a tree that was 
in danger of breaking off and causing property damage if not injuring someone in the process. 
O’Leary told the Board that Farley will take the tree down chip it up and haul it off. Denise 
Lindahl asked if the funds were in the budget, O’Leary assured her they were. The Board told 
O’Leary to go ahead and get it done.   
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 Town Hall Insulation: 
O’Leary informed the Board that the insulation project for Town Hall was complete. She 
reported that the crew did a good job and kept everything cleaned up. She added that she felt 
the lobby was in fact a bit warmer.  
 Swans Island Blanket C.D.B.G. Closeout: 
Chris Schrum contacted O’Leary and set up a meeting with her for Thursday to finish up the 
paperwork to close out the Community Development Block Grant for Swans Island Blanket. 
O’Leary explained that he will need copies of our bank statements showing drawdowns coming 
in and out. She stated that this would wrap up the final steps in the process and everything 
should be final within two weeks of Schrum submitting the information.   
 Transfer Station E-Waste: 
Transfer Station attendant Tim Patten informed O’Leary that he is in need of an E-Waste pick 
up at the Transfer Station as the shed is full. O’Leary said that she had looked at Universal 
Waste and North Coast as contractors to pick up the materials. Universal Waste charges 
$500.00 for an unscheduled pick up, $50.00 for items that are ‘non-conforming’ plus a 
surcharge of $200.00. Board member Denise Lindahl commented that the Town has never had 
to set up a schedule before and a call has always been placed when a pickup was needed 
without any added costs. O’Leary agreed with Lindahl and explained that the company is now 
requiring a contract. When Chairman Rooney asked O’Leary if North Coast charges the same 
fees she explained that they do not, however if they are on site for more than two hours they 
charge $45.00 for each additional hour. Board member White asked if the Town had ever been 
assessed these fees in the past. O’Leary said no because there had never been a contract 
before, now it will be required. White wanted to know what expenses have looked like over the 
course of a year; O’Leary replied that the last pickup was in May at a cost of $49.00.  O’Leary 
noted that the contract provided by Universal Waste did not include an exit clause and that she 
would have to call them for more information.  
 Household Hazardous Waste: 
Beverly Crofoot had forwarded an e-mail about Environmental Depot in Lewiston. This is a 
facility that Towns can set up accounts with so that their residents may bring household 
hazardous waste items there rather than holding onto them while waiting for a designated 
waste day. The cost is passed on to the resident at $27.50 per unit, which is a maximum five 
gallons. Lindahl stated that the last collection day the cost was $10.00 per unit and that was 
because there were seven or eight Towns working together which kept the cost down. Rooney 
asked if the subject could be revisited in the spring, White suggested possibly starting in 
January in preparation of spring.  
 P.A.C.E. Program: 
O’Leary had done some more research into the P.A.C.E. program, which is a low interest loan 
program residents can apply for to upgrade their homes to be more energy efficient. O’Leary 
had learned that Towns wanting to do an ordinance and contract can word it so that the Town 
is a pass through entity only. The Town would still have to provide property information and 
the ordinance would still have to be approved at a Town Meeting. She made sure that she had 
forwarded the information to Chris Corson, who is the resident that requested the Town look 
into adopting the program.  White asked O’Leary to see if other Towns would give her an idea 
of how many cases they have had and if they have had any issues with the program.  
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 The Republican Journal: 
O’Leary received a call from Ethan Andrews of the Republican Journal informing her about a 
new section the paper was going to run weekly. This section would advertise all municipal 
meetings and agendas. O’Leary said that she explained to him that agendas are not usually 
ready until the Friday before the Monday meeting.  
 Flags on Poles: 
Denise Lindahl asked what was happening with the American flags since they are still on the 
telephone poles along Route One. Her understanding is that the flags were supposed to be 
removed after Labor Day. O’Leary said that Doris Moran, director of the project, had made 
arrangements with Herman Littlefield to have the V.F.W. take them down after Veterans Day.  
 Clarification on Holidays: 
O’Leary asked the Board to clarify a couple of areas surrounding holidays. One question was 
about Christmas Eve, which by policy states the Town Office is open until noon. O’Leary asked 
the Board if they want to leave it as written where it is a Saturday this year or if they would like 
to close the office, the Board decided that it would be best to leave things as written and to 
keep the office open until noon. The next question was about whether or not part time 
personnel were entitled to holiday pay if the holiday falls on a day they are scheduled to work. 
Examples were given as Veterans Day is a day that the Code Officers are scheduled to work and 
Thanksgiving is a day the Transfer Station would normally be open. The Board felt as though in 
all fairness they should be compensated since they are essentially forced to take the day off. 
O’Leary said that she will put that in the tickler file to update the Personnel Policy to reflect that 
change.  
 
Warrants were reviewed and approved. 
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Drexell White the Board voted 3-0 to accept the 
minutes as amended.  
Under motion by Drexell White second by Paul Rooney the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 7:45 
p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 


