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SELECTBOARD MEETING 
FEBRUARY 6, 2012 

 
Present: Chairman Paul Rooney; Board Member Denise Lindahl, Board Member Drexell White; Town 
Administrator Barbara O’Leary; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Road Commissioner Amon Morse and 
Bob Patterson of MoPa, winter roads contractor.  
 
Winter Roads: 
Bob Patterson had been requested by the Board to attend the meeting in order to report about the 
plowing process. Patterson explained to the Board that it takes at least an hour and a half for each 
truck to complete its’ route during a storm so in some instances the snow has accumulated back on 
the road before the trucks can get back to that location. Patterson said that the last storm we 
experienced called for sleet and freezing rain so he and his crew had been out all night sanding the 
roads in anticipation of slick conditions. However, the storm changed over to snow around 5 a.m. 
and fell rapidly at that point. Patterson told the Board that his crew was out plowing before the 
snow started to pile up on the roads but it was difficult to keep up with.  
Board member Denise Lindahl told Patterson that one concern she has is for the safe travel of 
emergency vehicles and their ability to get to a scene quickly. Administrator Barbara O’Leary added 
that it was nice to know the time frame it takes for each full pass of the trucks, this was information 
she could give residents when they call. Chairman Paul Rooney asked Patterson if he had been able 
to keep four trucks operating so far this season, Patterson replied that he has and that he has picked 
up another spare truck as well as an additional backhoe for the garage. Patterson informed the 
Board that he keeps one truck loaded and ready to go in the garage at all times and that the other 
trucks are at his residence loaded and ready to roll as well. He also gave each Board member his card 
so that they may call him during a storm and get a report of where he and his crew are at any given 
time.  
Chairman Rooney thanked Patterson for replying in writing to the letter that they had Administrator 
O’Leary send him. Rooney explained that the Board feels as though any and all concerns and 
correspondence should be placed in writing so that they may be kept in a file for reference if there 
any questions were ever raised. Board member Drexell White suggested that a winter reminder be 
placed in the Town Report about dirt roads that are not frozen may not be plowed due to damage to 
the road that can arise making it impassable and asking people to not park on the roadside so that 
the plow trucks may pass easily. White also stated that mentioning how major roads will be plowed 
first and remind people to slow down should be added to the notice.  
 
General Assistance Hearing: 
Administrator O’Leary informed the Board that the G.A. Hearing on the agenda could be struck as it 
was no longer going to take place. She explained that the applicant who wanted to challenge their 
denial had been directed on how to do so and then failed to follow through. O’Leary did find out for 
Chairman Rooney, who has a position as an Agent for the State, could participate in a hearing.  
 
Emergency Response Concerns: 
The First Responders had a couple of calls recently to Douglas Drive; a private Road; that was 
inaccessible due to icy conditions. On the first call Fire Chief Alley did have a couple of buckets of 
sand that he spread so the patient could be carried down in a stair chair. On the second call, even 
though the property owners had been told the road needed to be sanded for safe access, the 
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responders were forced to contact Bill Magruder to come and sand the road. This raised the 
questions as to who should be responsible for the cost and what the protocol should be in the 
future. The Town has an obligation to ensure the safety of its responders, but not a duty to provide 
sanding for private roads. O’Leary stated that she had discussed the matter with attorney Kelley and 
he said there is a statute for emergency response exempting the Town from liability.  
Board member White asked O’Leary to contact the Managers group to see what other Towns do in 
situations such as this, noting that should the sanding contractor experience damages while being 
called upon by emergency personnel it was not clear which party would be responsible for those 
damages. Chairman Rooney suggested the Fire Department and the First Responders create a 
contact list for multiple sanding contractors in the event this happens again. With this list contractors 
could be called by rotation if they were willing to participate. Board member Lindahl mentioned that 
the Fire Chief and First Responder Chief should include a reminder about accessibility in their annual 
report for the Town Report.  
 
Ron’s Towing: 
Administrator O’Leary informed the Board that she had received the signed certified mail receipt for 
the Linda Bassano letter and consent agreement.  O’Leary reminded the Board that Bassano has until 
February 24th to return the signed agreement and remit payment for the violation of not obtaining 
proper permits when constructing the intended parking lot for Ron’s Towing.  
 
Septic Contract: 
O’Leary had done more research into the Towns obligation to be contracted with a company for 
septage disposal, adding that any company may come do residential pumping but the Town has to 
have an agreement with a facility to take the waste. The Moorse contract is based on the number of 
gallons brought to the facility from the Town of Northport and includes the 60,000 gallons that 
comes from the Village. O’Leary learned that without the inclusion of the Village Northport has the 
highest volume in Waldo County which is due to a large number of holding tanks.  
 
Green Cemeteries: 
O’Leary found that there are two ‘Green Cemeteries’ in the state, this research was brought about by 
a recent survey request sent to municipalities. O’Leary discovered that the State does not regulate 
burials other than they are to be respectful of the dead. Caskets or materials for burial are not 
mandated or governed by the State. Green Cemeteries require that the deceased are not embalmed 
and are placed with biodegradable caskets or other materials.  
The Northport Cemetery Ordinance does not specify regulations of burial vaults or caskets. O’Leary 
added that the two cemeteries in Maine are not plotted and are set in a forest type setting with 
simple markers such as wooden crosses. The survey asked if the Town had this type of cemetery or if 
it would consider creating one. Based on the information O’Leary provided to the Board; and the fact 
there had been no call for such a site; the Board decided to take no action on the matter.  
 
Fireworks: 
O’Leary had discussed the possible Fireworks Zoning concerns with attorney Kelley and was told by 
Kelley that he would draft a letter for the Board pertaining to a Town and Village Fireworks 
Ordinance. Chairman Rooney asked if other Board members thought it would be best to have a 
written request from the Village Overseers to put an Article on the Town Meeting Warrant. Lindahl 
stated that it would be best to have the Town handle the matter at the request of the Village Board 
of Overseers. Rooney directed O’Leary to contact Maureen O’Keefe asking her to get the detailed 
written request, including what sort of restrictions are desired, from the Overseers.  
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White suggested getting input from the Fire Department as well and that Temple Heights be taken 
into consideration when looking at zoning. White added that retail sales would need to be covered in 
any proposed ordinance as well as enforcement and permitting procedures. 
 
Roads & Bridges: 
 Budget Planning: 
Chairman Rooney asked Road Commissioner Amon Morse to draw up a road list for the upcoming 
budget planning. Rooney stated that he would like to see overlay for Beech Hill Road included in the 
budget.  
 Dirt Roads: 
Morse said that some of the dirt roads had been getting quite muddy and he has had F.C. Work & 
Sons add gravel and grade them so they are passable.  He added that he would be posting the all 
roads soon since it appears we are headed for an early spring.  
 
Tax Reminders: 
Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker had asked the Board about mailing reminders for the second installment 
of taxes. Tucker stated the cost would be approximately $420.00 for the mailing. The Board opted 
with placing the reminder on the Town website and in the Town Office instead.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Denise Lindahl minutes of the December 19th meeting 
were approved 3-0 as corrected.  
 
Warrants were reviewed and approved.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Drexell White the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 7:35 
p.m.  
 
Respectfully submitted,  
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 
 
 
  


