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SELECTBOARD MEETING 
FEBRUARY 27, 2012 

 
Present: Chairman Paul Rooney; Board Member Denise Lindahl; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Village 
Representative Maureen O’Keefe; Road Commissioner Amon Morse and Bookkeeper Vicki Eugley.  
 
Northport Village Corp.: 
Maureen O’Keefe presented the Selectboard with the proposed Village Fireworks Ordinance and read 
aloud the request from the Overseers to have the ordinance presented on the warrant for the Towns’ 
Annual Meeting in June. Included in the request was explanation stating how the Overseers felt it would 
be best if the Ordinance was decided upon before the influx of summer visitors and the potential use of 
fireworks in the Village area rather than to wait until the Village Corp Annual Meeting in August. O’Keefe 
also informed the Board that in no way was the proposed ordinance to be confused with a Land Use 
Ordinance.  
Chairman Rooney noted that the Overseers had included enforcement in the Ordinance.  
Board member Denise Lindahl wanted to be sure the Overseers understood that there is no guarantee 
the ordinance would pass or even be heard by the residents at the Annual Town Meeting.  O’Keefe 
acknowledged understanding that possibility but replied that the Overseers would still like to proceed.  
Lindahl also added that she would like Town Attorney Kelly to review the draft prior to scheduling any 
public hearings. Rooney said that once Kelly has had the opportunity to review the draft a public hearing 
could be scheduled for some time in May and that O’Keefe; as well as the Overseers; would be informed 
of the progress.  
O’Keefe mentioned that she would not be attending the first Board meeting in March as it was only a 
week away but would attend the meeting on the 19th, which is after the next meeting of the Overseers. 
 
Roads & Bridges: 
 Salt/Sand Shed: 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse informed the Board that plowing contractor Bob Patterson had told 
him that the lights inside the garage are flickering now that the timer has been installed. His thought 
was that the daylight coming in when the overhead door is up may be affecting the sensors. Morse 
questioned the cost effectiveness with the timers and the lights going on and off verses being left on 
continuously during a storm. Rooney stated that Mike Alley should be contacted to check on it.  
 Saturday Cove Tree: 
Dan Small had sent a request to Administrator O’Leary to have an ash tree removed at the top of the 
road at Saturday Cove. He mentioned that it is a tough turn with a boat on a trailer and added that with 
the tree gone it would be easier. He also suggested that some gravel be put down in that spot when it’s 
done citing it may be a spring project.  
 Paving & Costs: 
Morse had been trying to get quotes for asphalt from both Lane Construction and Pike Industries in an 
attempt to provide figures to the Board for budgeting. Morse reported that Pike had quoted him close 
to $100/ton and that Lane would not give him a price.  
Rooney said that at the initial hearing the proposed budget for roads was $125,000.00, excluding excise 
tax and State Revenues. Morse stated that the project list he had written up was an estimated 
$350,000.00 cost, but added that some of it could wait and there was room for cuts. Rooney replied that 
the list will be reviewed and prioritized before a final budget was decided on.  
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Posted Roads: 
Rooney stated that he had noticed that Morse had been out posting the roads to heavy traffic. Morse 
replied that he had posted all the roads during the previous week.  
 Dirt Roads: 
Rooney confirmed with Morse that the dirt roads are not being plowed at this time due to the soft 
conditions of the rods. Morse acknowledged that they were not plowed during the last storm and that 
he has seen a lot of rutting happening on those roads.  
 
Abutting Property: 
Dan Small had asked Administrator Barbara O’Leary if she thought the Town would like to purchase a 
pie shaped piece of property that abuts property already owned by the Town on Beech Hill Road where 
the Fire Station and Town Office are located. His asking price is $4000.00 although there was no exact 
measurement given. Small did reference the frontage as going from the telephone pole at the end of the 
Town Office parking lot to the next telephone pole near the driveway of the Small property and then the 
line would taper back into a pie wedge shape. Lindahl and Rooney both thought it would be a benefit to 
the Town to have the added property for future use should the need for changes arise. Lindahl stated 
that a surveyor would need to be contracted prior to making it an Article for Town Meeting. Rooney 
asked that O’Leary find out how much land is involved prior to any further decision.  
 
Ron’s Towing:  
Linda Bassano did come into the Town Office on Friday February 23rd to pay the $1000.00 fine she was 
assessed for creating a dirt parking lot and installing a new entrance with culvert without obtaining the 
proper permits first. This fine was part of a settlement agreement between Bassano and the Town for 
the violation. Bassano had signed the agreement and the Board was to sign as well. Bassano had 
originally done this so that her son, Ron Watkins could operate a towing business on the lot. Bassano 
and Watkins had not gone through Site Plan Review before starting the business back in July of 2011. 
Bassano did eventually submit an application and did attend the January 2012 Planning Board meeting, 
at which time she withdrew her application because she decided that she did not want to take the 
necessary steps to complete the process. The Planning Board, as part of Section 8 in the Site Plan Review 
Ordinance, required a Permit by Rule for the development and culvert installation on the new access to 
the new lot as well as a plot sketch that is to scale. Bassano had only provided a copy of the application 
she submitted for the Permit by Rule and a hand drawn sketch that was not accurately proportioned. 
Bassano told the Planning Board at that time that the business was operating somewhere else and 
would no longer need to base itself in Northport. She was told by the Planning Board that she could not 
use the new lot for anything other than her personal vehicles; she needed to close off the new entrance 
and cover the Ron’s Towing sign. Bassano acknowledged the limitations of the property.  
Board member Denise Lindahl had reservations about signing the agreement even though Bassano had 
paid the fine. Lindahl questioned if the Board should sign an agreement that is not being followed. 
Lindahl asked that the Town Attorney be consulted before they make any final decision on the matter. 
Chairman Rooney also wanted to know what Code Officer John Larson has for input.  
The Board tabled the signing of the Bassano agreement, pending Council recommendation. 
 
Zoning Board of Appeals:  
Administrator O’Leary had been conversing with Code Officer John Larson to determine if there is an 
Ordinance governing the Z.B.A. It was recently discovered by Z.B.A. Secretary Harris ‘Pete’ Bixler that the 
Zoning Board should not operate without one. Larson had stated to O’Leary that he was not aware there 
needed to be one, but he would be willing to draft one right away.  
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Gateway 1: 
O’Leary had received a request for Northport to name someone to speak as a representative on behalf 
of the Town to the newly reorganized Gateway 1 committee.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Denise Lindahl the Board voted 2-0 to pass on the 
Gateway 1 planning. 
  
Compost Bins: 
Board member Denise Lindahl had received a notice asking the Town to participate in the Compost Bin 
program again this year. Both Rooney and Lindahl thought that with the decline in resident interest it 
would be best to not take part this year.  
 
Spirit of America Award:  
O’Leary received a request from the organizers of the Spirit of America foundation for a nominee. Last 
year the Northport Fire Department had been nominated and received an award. This year the group is 
asking the Town for worthy recipients of the same award. Both Lindahl and Rooney gave the matter 
serious thought and agreed to discuss the subject further with O’Leary at a later time. 
 
Moore’s Septic: 
The two year contract with Moore’s Septic expires April 1st and the renewal contract had been received 
for the Board to review. Towns are required by State mandate to contract with a facility to accept 
septage.  
 
Under motion by Board member Denise Lindahl second by Chairman Rooney the Board voted 2-0 to 
sign the contract renewal with Moore’s Septic. 
 
Minutes of the January 9, 2012 and February 6, 2012 meetings were approved as corrected. 
Minutes of the January 23, 2012 meeting were tabled for review at the next meeting when Board 
member Drexell White could be present.  
 
Warrants were reviewed and approved, with the Pine Tree invoice and payment to be withheld until 
Pine Tree can explain the out of sequence dates and work order numbers.  
 
The next budget meeting was scheduled for Monday March 12th at 6 p.m.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Denise Lindahl the Board voted 2-0 to adjourn at 7:30 
p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 
 


