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SELECTBOARD MEETING  
MAY 7, 2012 

 
PRESENT: Chairman Paul Rooney; Board Member Denise Lindahl; Board Member Drexell White; 
Town Administrator Barbara O’Leary; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Maureen O’Keefe, 
representative for the Northport Village Corp.; Road Commissioner Amon Morse and Resident 
Bart Calder.  
 
Resident Donald Ramsey had requested to speak to the Board and was listed on the agenda for 
this meeting. However, he called prior to the meeting to let the Board know he would not be 
able to attend. 
  
Northport Village Corp.: 
Maureen O’Keefe reported to the Board that she would not be able to attend the public 
hearing on the 14th regarding the proposed fireworks ordinance and that she was trying to find 
someone to attend as a representative of the Village.  

RSU Withdrawal: 
O’Keefe asked for information about the RSU #20 withdrawal proposal that she could take to 
the upcoming Overseers meeting on Sunday. She wanted to be clear on the facts and the 
process when relaying the details to the Overseers. 

Hogweed:  
Administrator O’Leary asked O’Keefe to have a reminder put out through the Village website 
about the dangers of Giant Hogweed since things are starting to grow and it could re-appear. 
O’Leary asked O’Keefe to inform people to contact the Town Office should they find any of the 
poisonous plant. O’Keefe asked O’Leary to forward the information to her via e-mail and she 
would pass it along. O’Keefe inquired about any other sightings last year. O’Leary replied that 
there were some scattered throughout the State with several being found Down East. 

Copper Thefts: 
O’Keefe informed the Board that there have been approximately ten cottages in the Village 
area that have had the copper pipes stolen from under them. She added that it is not know just 
how many are effected since not all owners are back for the season yet. O’Keefe stated that it 
did not appear that any of the cottages have been broken into as pipes were removed from 
under the structures.  
 
Roads & Bridges: 

Temple Heights: 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse had asked O’Leary to bring a camera down to Temple Heights 
last week as he had noticed Ashley Landry had done some work to his property on Mountain 
Street which resulted in the property extending out onto Mountain Street by at least a foot in 
some places. Morse explained that when going down Mountain Street the property is on the 
left, opposite High Street, and you can see where hay had been placed as if to prevent erosion. 
Morse added that there are stakes along what one would assume to be the actual property line. 
O’Leary provided the Board with the pictures they had taken showing the stakes, the fill that 
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encroaches the road causing a water runoff issue and where the Town Right of Way should be. 
Board member Drexell White asked Morse if the side of the road was higher than the road 
itself, Morse confirmed that it is causing the water to run down the road rather than draining 
off the shoulder as designed.  
Chairman Rooney stated that Mountain Street is a Town road, not part of the easement 
agreement in Temple Heights, and can be addressed as a regular road issue. Rooney asked 
O’Leary if she had sent Landry a letter by certified mail. O’Leary replied that she had not as of 
yet and that she wanted to see how the Board decided to address it.  Rooney directed O’Leary 
to send Landry a certified letter allowing him the opportunity to rectify the situation within 7 
days otherwise the Town would cut it back.  
Morse said that the fill is nearly six inches high in some spots and the average encroachment 
extends out a foot. Morse informed the Board that the runoff water is heading towards the 
house at the end of Mountain Street. Morse continued by saying he would like to grade the 
shoulder and taper it back, but he would need to remove the stakes when he does it. White 
asked if he would need to place any gravel when he does the work, Morse said that it appears 
that the material is pretty much all loam and should support seeding so gravel wouldn’t be 
necessary.  
Morse updated the Board on the status of the Temple Heights project stating that the catch 
basin on the corner needs to be paved; the shoulder appears to have firmed up since last fall 
because he didn’t sink in at all when he drove on it. The drainage seems to be working correctly 
with no issues resulting from recent heavy rains.  
 Upcoming Work: 
Morse informed the Board about improvements needing to be done on drainage issues at the 
Route 52 end of Beech Hill Road near the Cushman residence. This area has had flooding 
problems for a while. He had been discussing the problems with F.C. Work & Sons looking for 
solutions. John Work suggested creating a pooling area for the water to gather and build up 
before draining through a culvert to cross under the road. Rooney asked Morse to get prices for 
the project.  
Morse also mentioned a rock that had been pushing up through Priest Road. A resident of 
Priest Road had been in the Town Office recently and asked about having it removed because 
they have a lower profile car that doesn’t clear the rise in the road and they have to go into the 
other lane to get around it. Morse stated that there is no way of telling how big this rock 
actually is or how much patching it will entail when they get it removed. Rooney told him to get 
prices on that as well suggested that maybe the two can be done together.  
Morse added that Center Street has a culvert that needs replacing and re-paving will need to be 
done afterward.  
Sweeping has been delayed due to all the rain and will hopefully begin next week, according to 
Morse. 
Rooney asked Morse to come up with pricing to rebuild the failed shoulder in the vicinity of 
Bird Hill on Beech Hill Road.  
Morse stated that most of the ditching that needs to be done is in the Bayside area, citing Sea 
Street to Maple Street. Morse said that the shoulder has washed out and he may place rock 
there instead. There is also some wash out in the area of 25 Cross Street, Morse stated that the 
culvert there needs replacing as well.  



3 
 

Rooney asked Morse if he had looked at the issues in the area of 757 Shore Road, Morse replied 
that area does need ditching. Rooney told Morse to get all of the information together so that 
all of the ditching could be out to bid all at once.  
Morse informed Rooney that he would need to find out where all the water lines are in the 
Village area before he finalizes any plans for that area. He mentioned that he had replaced the 
40 MPH sign near the golf course, as directed, and that he needs to order two more.  
Morse stated that he was hoping that grading could begin on the dirt roads by next week, 
adding that rains have delayed the progress.  
 
Ron’s Towing: 
Bart Calder, resident in Catching Cove, was present to speak to the Board about Ron’s Towing 
operating at the site of Blue Dolphin Antiques. Calder provided the Board with pictures he had 
taken of vehicles with ‘For Sale’ signage on them. Calder stated that he was under the 
impression that Ron Watkins was not supposed to be operating at the site as he had not 
completed the Site Plan Review process with the Planning Board. Administrator O’Leary 
informed Calder that Watkins and Linda Bassano were clearly in violation of the agreement by 
uncovering the ‘Ron’s Towing’ sign and by selling vehicles on the lot that is supposed to be 
vacant. The Board had decided to move forward with the case against Watkins by taking the 
matter to court. O’Leary told Calder that Town Attorney Kristin Collins has filed the necessary 
paperwork with the court and is waiting for a trial date. Board member Drexell White asked 
O’Leary if Code Officer John Larson has been checking on the property periodically by taking 
photos, with dates, of the activities going on, O’Leary said that she believed he has been 
diligent with documenting any violations that have been happening. 
 
Liquor License Public Hearing:  
Per M.S.R.S.A. Title 28-A §653 The Board opened up the Public Hearing for the review of the 
Liquor License application for the Northport Music Theater at 6:55p.m.. Town Clerk Jeanine 
Tucker explained that this would be a new license for the Theater as they did not file the 
approved application with the State last year. Tucker also stated that the Northport Music 
Theater was looking for approval for a Special Amusement Permit as well. With no objections or 
concerns the Board closed the hearing at 6:56p.m.  
  
Under motion by Chairman Paul Rooney, second by Board member Denise Lindahl the Board 
voted 3-0 to approve the Liquor License application and the Special Amusement Permit for the 
Northport Music Theater.  
 
County Proposed Animal Control: 
Lincolnville had sent a letter to the Board of Selectmen recommending the Animal Control 
program through the Waldo County Sheriff’s Department. Rooney asked if the cost would be 
call based or valuation based. Lindahl wanted to know who contracts with a shelter or where 
the shelter would be. White added that the statute states each municipality must appoint an 
Animal Control Officer noting that it is getting harder and harder for municipalities to find an 
A.C.O. Rooney asked White and Lindahl if they thought it would be something they wanted to 
look into, both agreed that it would be interesting to find out what the combined; all 26 towns; 
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cost of A.C.O.’s is county wide and that it would be worth looking into although they were not 
committed to the idea of contracting with the Sheriff’s Department for the position.  
 
Annual Town Meeting Warrant: 
Tucker provided the Board with a draft of the Annual Town Meeting Warrant for review and 
approval.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Paul Rooney, second by Board member Denise Lindahl the Board 
voted 3-0 to approve the warrant with corrections. 
 
RSU# 20 Withdrawal: 
Tucker asked the Board for an official decision on the Citizens Initiative to Withdraw from RSU# 
20.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Paul Rooney, second by Board member Drexell White the Board 
voted 3-0 to proceed with the investigation process of withdrawing from RSU# 20. 
 
Evacuation Plan& Railing at the Transfer Station: 
Administrator O’Leary had drafted an Emergency Evacuation Plan as part of the requirements 
from the Maine Municipal Association workplace inspection. O’Leary said that evacuation 
diagrams have been posted in each room and that this plan accompanies those diagrams. 
Also part of that inspection was the requirement to place some sort of railing at the end of the 
ramp where the demo debris and metals dumpsters are. O’Leary explained to the Board that 
she was waiting for more specific details as to construction and design of this guardrail from 
M.M.A. 
 
Spirit of America Award: 
The Spirit of America Foundation is an organization that recognizes individuals nominated by 
their community for outstanding volunteerism. Administrator O’Leary had been contacted by 
them regarding the nomination of Cleo Alley for his outstanding service and dedication to the 
Northport Food Pantry. The foundation informed O’Leary that the nominee should be 
recognized at Town Meeting and then the individual will be recognized by them at an event in 
the fall. She asked the Board if they would like her to make a certificate to present to Alley at 
Town Meeting or if they had something else in mind, stating that he will receive an award in the 
fall from the Spirit of America Foundation. The Board agreed that a certificate would be alright 
with the understanding that he will receive additional recognition at a later date.  
 
Submerged Land: 
A notice had been sent to the Board regarding a Submerged Land Application for Patricia 
Barnhart on Cliff Road. The application pertains to a dock and float extending from her property 
out into the bay. This application is a formality that comes from a change in ownership of the 
property and does not involve any new construction. Chairman Rooney stated that all the 
Board could do is add comment, White added that comment was restricted to points laid out in 
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the notice. Rooney asked O’Leary to consult with Larson and verify that there is no current 
violation and that the Planning Board does not need to be involved.  
 
Lincolnville Communications/Midcoast Internet Solutions: 
A resident had notified O’Leary about a project that Lincolnville Telephone Company was 
heading up to extend their services, including broadband internet and long distance into 
Northport.  O’Leary attempted to contact the company, but was not able to get any information 
from them. 
O’Leary had also been continuing her attempts of contacting Midcoast Internet Solutions 
regarding the 3 Ring Binder project providing Northport residents with high speed internet. 
Donald Sawyer, consultant for Tilson Tech overseeing the project, informed O’Leary that the 
Town needs to be contracted with a provider and that he had spoken with Midcoast Internet. 
According to Sawyer Midcoast said they are working with Northport, although no calls have 
been returned to O’Leary and no contract has been drawn up or signed. Chairman Rooney 
asked O’Leary if the Town can pick a different provider, O’Leary confirmed that the Town can 
and mentioned Great Works Internet, GWI, has an interest. Rooney told O’Leary to contact GWI 
and Fairpoint seeking information and ability and to give a notice to Midcoast Internet 
Solutions giving them a response deadline. O’Leary stated that she would inform Midcoast they 
have until Friday to respond.  
 
Mid-Coast Economic Development Committee: 
O’Leary reported to the Board that Mid-Coast Economic Development Committee, MCEDC, 
needs two representatives from Northport with one sitting on the Board and one being a part 
of the general assembly. Peter Dalton has volunteered to sit as a member of the Board after 
being contacted by Betty Johnson about the committee. O’Leary told the Board that Dalton 
would need to be appointed if the Select Board would like him to be on the Board of the 
committee. Lindahl asked if Dalton would make decisions on behalf of the Town, O’Leary 
assured her that things are still in the beginning stages and no decisions were being made 
during proceedings.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney, second by Board member Denise Lindahl the Board voted 
3-0 to appoint Peter Dalton to the MCEDC. 
 
Transfer Station: 
O’Leary discussed contractor and business use of the Transfer Station with the Board. 
Contractors and area businesses are supposed to obtain a dumpster to handle their own waste 
and that, by ordinance and licensing, they are not allowed to dispose of materials at the Town 
transfer station. O’Leary has been getting a lot of feedback from these companies voicing their 
concerns. She has been informing them that the transfer station has always been for residential 
use only and that enforcement of that rule has gotten lax lately. 
O’Leary had discussed the possibility of changing the ordinance and use to include Northport 
contractors with Bill Butler. Butler told O’Leary that the Town would have to ensure there is 
adequate capacity to handle the increased volume of materials, but he would review to see 
about excluding businesses. He added that he would not dictate what the Town can or cannot 
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do at the transfer station; he would just be concerned with capacity. He would require more 
info from the Town should the transfer station be opened to all businesses and contractors.  
O’Leary had been talking to other towns to see how they are handling contractor and business 
debris and trash. Some towns have scales where they charge contractors by the ton and other 
towns have a punch card/voucher type system where contractors purchase a permit through 
the Town Office. Camden does allow out of town contractors to deposit debris etc. at their 
facility, but the complaints from local contractors are that it is too far for them to travel and 
becomes expensive for them. White asked what the cost is for a contractor to have a dumpster 
on site when they are doing projects in Northport, O’Leary said that she did have that 
conversation with a contractor who claimed it is too expensive, she said her reply to him was 
that it should be passed on to the client as part of the project. Lindahl stated that to be 
consistent and fair the transfer station should remain as residential use only.  
Lindahl questioned fellow Board members on their thoughts for contractor solutions. Rooney 
replied that contractors could have a note from the resident home owner stating that the 
materials are from their project in Northport. White said he liked the punch card concept with 
the corresponding number of loads on it, based on the residents job and that the price should 
be reflective of the materials cost of disposal. Rooney said the punch card could include an 
expiration date as well, based upon the realistic estimated time the project will take. Lindahl 
added that residents could obtain a note from Town Hall for a single load. She also asked 
O’Leary if anyone had mentioned what the cost of a scale is, O’Leary said she had not been 
given costs. Lindahl told O’Leary to inform the contractors that the transfer station remains for 
residential use only but the Board is investigating options.  
Regarding the decision to no longer accept cash at the transfer station starting July 1, 2012 
O’Leary asked the Board about clarity on the matter, Lindahl stated that it is a safety and 
security issue for the attendants and that it has absolutely nothing to do with how the money is 
handled at the transfer station. Lindahl asked O’Leary what Chief Attendant Tim Patten wanted 
the Board to do, O’Leary said that Tim will follow through with whatever the Board decided. 
White stated that if a receipt was written and issued to each person for each and every 
transaction it may be a different decision, however, as busy as it can be at the transfer station it 
is understandable that this cannot always be done. Rooney said he understands the concern 
about turning people away who only have cash for a load of trash, especially on a hot summer 
day. The Board will continue discussing this matter if issues arise.  
 
Water Test: 
Administrator O’Leary said that she is still looking at water systems for the Town Office and the 
Fire Station due to the high arsenic levels in the recent water test. Responses from other towns 
were primarily about reverse osmosis systems that are installed right under the sink. The 
process involves plumber installation, and filter replacement once twice a year with a cost of 
approximately $200.00 a unit. White asked O’Leary to be sure to include the bathroom faucet 
as well.  
 
Under motion by Board member Denise Lindahl, second by Chairman Rooney the Board 
approved minutes of the March 19, 2012 and April 2, 2012 meeting as corrected.  
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Warrants were reviewed and signed.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney, second by Board member White the Board voted 3-0 to 
adjourn at 8:55p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 
 


