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SELECTBOARD MEETING  
JULY 2, 2012 

 
Present: Chairman Paul Rooney; Board member Denise Lindahl; Board member Drexell White; 
Town Administrator Barbara O’Leary; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Finance Director Vicki Eugley 
and Northport Village Corp. representative Maureen O’Keefe.  
 
Citizen’s Concerns: 
Peter Bowen and Sam Lipman, both of Spruce Head Lane, spoke to the Board regarding the 
apparent animal shelter and kennel that Justin Blake was adding to his veterinary business. 
Code Officer John Larson had sent Blake a ‘Notice of Violation’ letter by certified mail on 
November 4, 2011 regarding construction without a obtaining a building permit and for not 
going through the Site Plan Review process with the change to his existing operation. Bowen 
said he noticed in the Board meeting minutes that Larson had sent the notice and advised the 
Board that Blake continued with the project anyway. 
Bowen continued by informing the Board that Blake assumes he can board additional animals 
as part of his veterinarian practice and this is not an additional use. Bowen added that he has 
learned that Blake is contracted with the Town of Searsport to be their animal shelter and the 
abutters are concerned about following the proper procedure and the increase in noise.  
Lipman stated that the property is in the wetland area with a stream nearby. Bowen explained 
that a neighbor’s well is fed by that stream, a neighbor who has voiced concerns but was 
unable to attend the meeting and asked Bowen to speak on his behalf. Lipman told the Board 
that he would have a water test done through Aqua Maine so that they may have a baseline 
reading and that he and his neighbor’s would continue to monitor their wells.  
Board member Denise Lindahl asked Bowen and Lipman if Larson had given them any indication 
of his intentions. Bowen replied that Larson said he was going to try to meet with Blake last 
Friday, but he was unsure if Larson had been able to connect with him. Bowen also said that 
Larson had told him he would be sending another letter. Lindahl asked if anyone had been 
taking photos of the process; neither Bowen nor Lipman had been. Bowen stated that he had 
been watching the process closely since Blake erected a sign for the canine boarding, adding 
that the website Blake has mentions luxury boarding for dogs. Chairman Paul Rooney asked 
Administrator Barbara O’Leary to have Larson write up details to date on the matter.  Board 
member Drexell White Thanked both Bowen and Lipman for coming to the Board on the 
subject, adding that they (the Board) appreciate public comment.  
 
Northport Village Corp.: 
Maureen O’Keefe spoke to the Board on behalf of the Northport Village Corp. Board of 
Overseers. O’Keefe stated that it has been quiet and she has heard no complaints or concerns. 
Administrator O’Leary said that she had received a call from Paul Bartell at the Village office 
with questions regarding the process for the contractor to take the Village trash to the transfer 
station. With the enforcement of no contractors allowed into the transfer station Bartell 
wanted to be sure the Village trash could still be hauled there. O’Leary assured him that the 
Village trash would be accepted but to make sure the contractor is aware that no other waste 
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may be included with it. Bartell also asked how the contractor could get a gate key for access on 
Mondays’; O’Leary informed him that Bill Paige had a key that he should surrender if he no 
longer has the contract.  
O’Keefe reported that the new patrol officer for the Village area is on duty, adding that he 
seems very personable and things are going well.  
 
Roads: 

Salt & Sand Garage: 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse met with Bill Lane, the engineer for Gartley & Dorsky, at the 
new Salt/Sand Garage for the final site work inspection. Both Morse and Lane agreed that the 
project is not complete and that the contractor needs to come back to finish. Morse said that 
more loam is needed and then seeding needs to be done. Once that is done Morse and Lane 
will do a final site visit.  
 Temple Heights: 
Administrator O’Leary updated the Board regarding e-mail correspondence she had been 
receiving from Ashley Landry. She had also received a voicemail from Mr. Trotter with 
questions he had about a stone wall his neighbor Charlie Dhyse was erecting. The Board 
instructed O’Leary to forward all of the Landry materials to the Town Attorney, William Kelly, 
and have him respond to Landry. O’Leary told the Board that she would reply to Trotter by e-
mail explaining that the concerns he has in regards to Dhyse is not a Town issue and that it 
would be a civil matter.  
 Urban Rural Initiative Program (U.R.I.P.): 
O’Leary informed the Board that she had received the annual renewal contract, which they 
need to sign, showing a $700.00 decrease in revenue from the State.  
  
Audit: 
O’Leary informed the Board that the annual audit, performed by Purdy Powers, would begin on 
Monday August 13th. She explained that before they can conduct the audit a letter of 
agreement needs to be signed. The Board authorized O’Leary to sign on their behalf.  
 
Ron’s Towing: 
O’Leary had received a letter from Town Attorney Kristen Collins stating that John Ford had 
attempted to serve Ron Watkins and Linda Bassano court papers, but Bassano refused to sign 
for them. Ford noted on his paperwork the refusal to sign and that Bassano took the papers 
anyway.  
 
Disaster Plans: 
Judy Rohweder had contacted Administrator O’Leary asking if there is a disaster plan recorded 
at the Town for Maine Energy. O’Leary said that if the Board was unsure of one she would 
contact the manager at Maine Energy and find out what they have in place. Board member 
Denise Lindahl said that anything the Town would have for a response would be done through 
Waldo EMA.  
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Animal Control Officer Report: 
Heidi Blood sent an e-mail to the Town Office stating that she had mailed Earl Cushman a 48 
hour notice to provide adequate shelter to goats that he has. Assistant A.C.O. Herman Littlefield 
stated to Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker that he had given Cushman a verbal 10 day warning.  
 
Transfer Station: 
 Complaints and questions were still coming into the Town Office regarding changes and 
enforcement of guidelines effective July 1st at the Transfer Station. A few residents have voiced 
their dislike over the ‘No Cash’ policy change, adding that it is an inconvenience to get stickers 
in advance or to write a check. Office staff has explained the reasoning as a safety concern for 
the attendants with cash being available on the site and how remote the location is. A majority 
of people respond to the logic and concern, but a few are still resistant to the change.  
Another matter to sort through is business use verses residential use. One case mentioned was 
someone who manages cottage rentals verses someone who is technically a real estate broker. 
The Board determined that the use of the transfer station by the cottage rental manager would 
be permissible as it is essentially residential waste, however the real estate broker could 
potentially result in waste not necessarily generated from typical household use. 
The Board also stated that if individuals needed to dispose of construction debris they would be 
allowed to take one load and will need to get a letter from the Town Office which would be 
surrendered to the Transfer Station Attendant. O’Leary mentioned that the Code Office could 
inform the office staff when residents obtain permits for construction that may create demo 
debris and that they could also instruct contractors to place a dumpster on site. 
Board member White mentioned that abuse of the debris would be obvious when a review of 
the load is done. He explained that miscellaneous pieces of odd cut offs etc. would be far 
different that full loads of sheetrock. White asked O’Leary if there is a copy of the policy at the 
transfer station, O’Leary replied that she was not sure but will make sure there is. Lindahl 
suggested that a notice get posted on the community board at the transfer station. 
 
Appointments: 
Deputy Code Officer Toupie Rooney forwarded her request to continue in her position as 
Deputy Code Officer; Lead Plumbing Inspector and E-911 Addressing Officer.  
 
Under motion by Board member Denise Lindahl second by Board member Drexell White the 
Board voted 2-0 (with Chairman Rooney abstaining) to re-appoint Toupie Rooney to her 
positions as Deputy Code Officer; Lead Plumbing Inspector and E-911 Addressing Officer.  
 
RSU#20 Withdrawal: 
Tucker informed the Board that Trudy Eldridge had volunteered to sit on the Withdrawal 
Committee as the representative from the petitioners group. Tucker stated that the committee 
still needs a representative of the community and a representative from the Selectboard. The 
Board suggested placing a notice on the Town website and in the Town Office for a community 
member and Chairman Rooney volunteered to be the Selectboard member.  
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Under motion by Board member Denise Lindahl second by Board member Drexell White the 
Board voted 2-0 (with Chairman Rooney abstaining) to appoint Paul Rooney to the RSU #20 
Withdrawal Committee.  
 
Chairman Appointment: 
Tucker reminded the Board that they had not yet appointed a member to the position of 
Chairman for the new budget year.  
 
Under Motion by Board member Drexell White second by Denise Lindahl the Board voted 2-0 
(with Chairman Rooney abstaining) to re-appoint Paul Rooney to the position of Chairman. 
 
Old Business: 
White asked O’Leary if she had gotten any response from the letter she was asked to write to 
the Searsport Planning Board regarding concerns Northport residents have surrounding the 
proposed LPG tank. O’Leary said that she had not heard from anyone, but she did receive a 
thank you from resident Paul Sheridan. 
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Board member Denise Lindahl the Board voted 
3-0 to approve minutes as corrected for the May 21st and June 4th Selectboard meetings and for 
the Annual Town Meeting on June 4th.  
 
Warrants were reviewed and approved.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Board member Drexell White the Board voted 3-
0 to adjourn at 8 p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 


