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SELECTBOARD MEETING 
JULY 16, 2012 

 
PRESESNT: Chairman Paul Rooney; Board Member Denise Lindahl; Town Administrator Barbara 
O’Leary; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Northport Village Representative Maureen O’Keefe; Road 
Commissioner Amon Morse. Board Member Drexell White was excused.  
 
Public Hearing Athena Point Lookout Liquor License and Special Amusement Permit:  
Per M.S.R.S.A. Title 28-A §653 The Board opened up the Public Hearing for the review of the 
Liquor License application for Athena Point Lookout and the Special Amusement Permit 
Application at 6:03p.m. . Chairman Paul Rooney asked if there had been any complaints against 
the organization, both Administrator O’Leary and Town Clerk Tucker stated that they had not 
received any complaints. With no public comment or input Rooney closed the Hearing at 6:05 
p.m. 
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Board member Denise Lindahl the Board voted 
2-0 to approve both the Liquor License Application and Special Amusement Permit for Athena 
Point Lookout.  
 
Northport Village Corp.: 
Maureen O’Keefe spoke to the Board regarding road concerns on George Street and Bluff Road. 
She explained that there are some very serious pot holes that need to be addressed. Road 
Commissioner Amon Morse told O’Keefe and the Board that he would fill those in with hot 
patch.  
O’Keefe informed the Board that the Village Annual Meeting would be held on August 14th and 
that the Village Overseers would be presenting a Fireworks Ordinance strictly for the Village. 
O’Keefe continued by expressing the gratitude the Overseers had for the Selectboard for 
drafting the Northport Fireworks Ordinance, at their request, and including it in the Town’s 
Annual Meeting for approval ahead of the summer season.  
Board Member Lindahl asked O’Keefe how the new trash contractor was working out, O’Keefe 
said that has had not heard any comments, good or bad. Lindahl asked O’Keefe if she knew how 
long the contract was for; O’Keefe said that she did not attend the meeting where the contract 
was awarded so she was unsure of the details. 
 
Bids: 
Bids for brush cutting; ditching and reclaiming a section of the Beech Hill Road had been 
advertised for opening at this meeting. Prior to the opening of all the different bids Road 
Commissioner Morse had asked the Board if they would consider reviewing the three bids at 
one time rather than as individual projects. Morse explained that a contractor that may have 
bid high or low on one project may have bid differently on the next project which could save 
the Town some money overall.  
The Board agreed that it might be beneficial to compare the proposals all at once but award 
them individually as it had been advertised.  
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Beech Hill Road Project: 
 

 Contractor                 Bid 

Dirt Diggers $3,100.00 

Aitken $2,610.00 

F.C. Work & Sons $5,132.00 

Farley & Son $9,402.80 
S.F. Eastman $5,990.00 
Walter Lamont $6,290.00 

 
Ditching: 
    Contractor                 Bid 

Walter Lamont $39,800.00 

Dirt Diggers $14,028.00 

Farley & Son $33,313.45 

Jim Hansen $27,354.60 

F.C. Work & Sons $30,394.00 

Aitken $18,101.27 

S.F. Eastman $18,915.00 

 
Brush Cutting: 
   Contractor                 Bid 

Walter Lamont $20,970.00 

Dirt Diggers $3,275.00 

 
Morse informed the Board that S.F. Eastman had never met with him as suggested in the bid 
specs. Lindahl asked Morse his opinion on any or all of the contractors. Morse informed that 
Board that Dirt Diggers was the contractor that had been awarded the site work at the 
salt/sand garage through David Trask. Morse continued by stating that Dirt Diggers had not 
completed the work to satisfaction and did not correct or complete the work in a timely 
manner. Morse had also gotten references that did not come back favorably.  
Morse commented that Aitken received the ditching contract last year and they had not done a 
very good job, adding that the decision is up to the Board. 
Rooney said that contractors that have worked for the Town are the best reference they could 
go on and Lamont; Work and Hansen all have a good history with the Town. The gentleman 
representing Dirt Diggers asked to speak on behalf of his company, assuring the Board that his 
company is D.O.T. Certified and that he did not understand why he would be given a bad 
reference from another town.  
Rooney continued by stating that the Board makes decisions based on what they know for work 
history and performance.  
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Morse said that the brush cutting can wait as it is not urgent at this point. He also suggested 
that with future paving bids a request for a per tonnage price and total tonnage be included in 
the bid. 
Administrator O’Leary reminded Morse to inform Bill Paige in advance of starting any road or 
ditching work in the Village area. 
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Board member Lindahl the Board voted 2-0 to 
award the Beech Hill Road Project to F.C. Work & Sons for $5,132.00. 
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Board member Lindahl the Board voted 2-0 to 
award the Ditching Contract to F.C. Work & Sons for $30,394.00.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Board member Lindahl the Board voted 2-0 to 
table the Brush Cutting Bids and have Morse research to see if it is something that can be done 
with a bush-hog instead.  
   
Real Estate Tax Rate: 
The Board reviewed the mil rate options for real estate tax calculations. Finance Director Vicki 
Eugley explained to the Board that a 13.0 mil rate would be too low and would not generate 
enough to cover the necessary overlay. She continued by stating a 13.2 mil rate would create 
an unnecessarily high overlay and that a 13.1 rate would be a more ideal rate providing an 
anticipated $55,539.57 in overlay. 
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Board member Lindahl the Board voted 2-0 to 
set the 2012-2013 tax mil rate at 13.1 per thousand.  
 
RSU #20 Withdrawal Committee: 
Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker informed the Board that she was still unable to find a member of the 
community to fill the resident spot on the Withdrawal Committee as required by statute. The 
Board asked Tucker to contact the Commissioner of Education for guidance. Tucker said she 
would also ask if an extension was necessary since the mandated requirement of holding a first 
meeting within the 30 days of receiving the approval from the State would be Thursday the 
19th.  
 
Roads & Bridges: 

Salt/Sand Shed: 
O’Leary informed the Board that the work at the Salt/Sand Shed site has been completed. 
Morse added that the berm created by Dirt Diggers to re-direct water runoff away from the 
building appears to be working alright. O’Leary told the Board that she would get ahold of Bill 
Lane at Gartley & Dorsky to see if he would be willing to close the project and release David 
Trask from the contract obligation. The Board agreed that things looked complete and to go 
ahead with closing the project.  
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Temple Heights: 
O’Leary and Morse updated the Board on progress with the Temple Heights drainage matters. 
O’Leary explained that a drainage pipe coming from the Trotter property drained into the ditch, 
which resulted in complications. She continued by stating that F.C. Work had extended that 
pipe to improve the drainage.  
Morse informed the Board that Code Officer John Larson had reviewed the Charlie Dhyse 
drainage ditch and intended stone wall. Larson instructed Dhyse on what he would be allowed 
to do and what he needed to do to comply with the easement agreement. Dhyse purchased a 
10 foot section of schedule 80 drainage pipe; to be installed in the Town right-of-way; to 
improve and ensure proper drainage from his property.  
Morse said that the drainage is working adding that the catch basin did need to be fixed due to 
being packed down by multiple vehicles driving over it. Morse stated that he had it fixed when 
the patching was done and that there should not be any more problems with it.  
The Board decided there was nothing to address within the Landry concerns that O’Leary 
forwarded them. 
 Crest Street: 
O’Leary informed the Board that there had been reports of a failed culvert on Crest Street and 
that it has been washing out to the bay. Code Officer Larson had taken a look at the site and 
found that the area was all clay and the water flow was naturally occurring and not the result of 
a failed culvert. Larson suggested that improved drainage be run under the Town right-of-way 
since the remaining property is all privately owned. 
 
Proposed Midcoast Jam: 
Administrator O’Leary had contacted State Liquor Licensing Agent Tony Austin with questions 
she had about Maurice Trundy’s proposed ‘Midcoast Jam’ on August 17th & 18th. O’Leary stated 
that Austin had explained to her that Trundy does need to obtain a B.Y.O.B. permit if he is not 
selling alcohol on site but is intending to allow the consumption of it at the event. Austin also 
told O’Leary that it is not up to the Town to track what events people are having or to even 
notify them of what their obligations are prior to an event. He informed her that the individuals 
are liable for their own actions and it is not up to municipalities to notify them what State 
regulations they need to meet. O’Leary added that Trundy would still need to obtain a Special 
Amusement Permit by Town Ordinance and she would contact him regarding that.  
Chairman Rooney asked O’Leary to advise Trundy about the B.Y.O.B. Permit he will be required 
to obtain when she contacts him about the Special Amusement Permit.  
 
Code Enforcement: 

Ron’s Towing: 
O’Leary reminded the Board that the Ron Watkins/Linda Bassano court date for violating the 
Site Plan Review ordinance would be in the morning, July 17th.  
 Blake Vet/Canine Inn: 
O’Leary updated the Board on complaints received regarding Justin Blake violating the Site Plan 
Review ordinance by constructing a dog boarding facility without proper permitting. Abutting 
property owner Peter Bowen has requested that a ‘Stop Work’ order be placed on the facility 
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Blake has started to construct. Code Officer Larson would like to give Blake another opportunity 
to apply for permitting. 
Larson did speak with Blake last fall, at which time Blake reportedly claimed he was not building 
a kennel. Larson did find that Blake had started building a shelter in the spring and had supplied 
Blake with a copy of the Site Plan ordinance and an application.  
Chairman Rooney and Board member Denise Lindahl asked O’Leary to have Larson institute a 
‘Stop Work’ order against Blake until he obtains the proper permits. 
 Vernita Edwards: 
O’Leary informed the Board that Larson is being sued by Vernita Edwards of 2 Priest Road for 
claims she has made that Larson allowed her neighbor Derwood McIntire to close her well. 
Town Attorney William Kelly told O’Leary that Larson and the Town were not liable for the 
dispute and that it was a civil matter between the property owners. Kelly also relayed that 
information to Edward’s attorney as well but had not gotten a response yet. 
 Burbank Water Access:  
Larson had been notified that there were two accesses to the shore from the Burbank property 
in the Village area. Larson told O’Leary that a property owner is only allowed one access. Larson 
told O’Leary that it has come down to a property dispute as Burbank is removing the set of 
stairs that is in a right-of-way. 
 Mobile Home Ordinance: 
Larson had drafted a Mobil Home Ordinance and will be forwarding it to the Planning Board. 
O’Leary said that she will forward it to the Board as well for discussion at a future meeting.  
 
Maine Municipal Association Review: 
 Transfer Station Guardrail: 
O’Leary had received detailed information regarding the guardrail that MMA requested be 
placed at the Transfer Station for the Demo and Recycling dumpster ramp. The requirement is 
that it be 42” high and it must include a mid-rail. Rooney asked O’Leary to find contractors to 
submit proposals on the project.  
 Water Test/Filter: 
O’Leary had received estimates from Haskell and Norlens for water filtration solutions due to 
the high arsenic levels discovered with the mandated MMA water testing. Haskell gave O’Leary 
a quote of nearly $5,000.00 to cover both the Town Office and the Fire Station. Norlens gave a 
quote of $900.00 for both buildings plus a cost of $80.00 per replacement cartridge.  
She added that she discovered the systems available at Home Depot state that they ‘may’ 
remove arsenic and the cost per was around $200.00.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Board Member Denise Lindahl the Board voted 
2-0 to have Norlens install the filtration systems. 
 
Ceiling Tiles: 
O’Leary asked the Board what their thoughts were on hiring someone to replace the damaged 
ceiling tiles in the Town Office. Board member Denise Lindahl said that she would get the 
contact information, and forward it to O’Leary, for an organization that had been doing some 
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volunteer work in the area. Rooney suggested asking Ron McIntyre if he would be able to do it 
while he is constructing the Finance Director’s office.  
 
Allen Agency: 
Town Attorney William Kelly had determined that the Town was being billed for duplicate 
insurance policies and had requested compensation from the Allen Agency for the overbilling. 
Kelly could see that the errors occurred from 2006 to 2011, but recommended that the Board 
seek only three years of overages in the amount of $6,000.00. He had told O’Leary the amount 
was a little more than half of what the Town was charged over the five years and that settling 
for the three year agreement would be more reasonable than attempting to pursue a case for 
the entire five years.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second By Board member Lindahl the Board voted 2-0 to 
move forward with a case against the Allen Agency for three years reimbursement of duplicate 
policy charges in the amount of $6,000.00. 
 
September Meeting Dates: 
Due to the first Monday in December falling on Labor Day the Board decided to re-schedule the 
meeting dates for the month. It was decided that the first meeting will be held on Monday the 
10th and the second will be held on the 24th. The Board asked that the changes be posted on the 
website and in the Town Office.  
 
Office Closure: 
Town Clerk Tucker asked the Board about closing the Town Office on September 26th so that 
both she and Deputy Clerk Robin Coombs could attend the annual Elections Conference 
presented by the Secretary of State’s Office. Tucker explained that the Wednesday class covers 
opening and closing the polls. Tucker continues by stating that the anticipated ballot machine 
should be in place for the November election and this class would be a must for both staff 
members.  
Tucker also pointed out that the due date for the first installment of taxes is September 30th 
and if the Board granted the closure she would like to be able to provide advanced notice to the 
residents about the closure. Both Rooney and Lindahl agreed that the conference is important 
for training purposes and granted the closure.  
 
 
Transfer Station: 

Sticker Sales: 
O’Leary informed the Board that the Town Office has been busy with an increase in Transfer 
Station trash stickers since the ‘No Cash at the Transfer Station’ policy took effect on July 1st. 
O’Leary stated that there were some complaints with the adjustment but added that it should 
level off soon.  
 Lamp Recycling: 
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Chairman Rooney provided O’Leary with some information about a program where the CFL and 
fluorescent bulbs can be recycled at no charge to the Town. O’Leary told Rooney that she will 
look into the program and report back to the Board.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second By Board member Lindahl the Board voted 2-0 to 
approve minutes of the June 11, 2012 with corrections.  
 
Warrants were reviewed and approved.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Rooney second by Board member Lindahl the Board voted 2-0 to 
adjourn at 8:20 p.m.  
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 


