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SELECTBOARD MEETING  
SEPTEMBER 23, 2013 

 
PRESENT: Board Member Drexell White; Board Member Mark Humphreys; Town Clerk Jeanine 
Tucker; Finance Director Vicki Eugley; Northport Village Corporation Representative Maureen 
O’Keefe; Local Plumbing Inspector Toupie Rooney and First Responder Patsy Littlefield. 
Chairperson Denise Lindahl and Town Administrator Barbara O’Leary were excused.  
 
Annual Community Christmas Party: 
Toupie Rooney and Patsy Littlefield spoke to the Board regarding being able to provide tax 
deductible receipts to individuals that have given donations that make the annual Christmas 
party possible. Littlefield explained that this party, which is primarily put on through efforts of 
First responders and Fire Dept. members, cannot take place every year without funding, none 
of which comes from Town funds as the group has never requested that of the Town. She 
explained that she is in hopes that a fund could be established through the Town so that people 
could receive a receipt for their financial donation.  
Littlefield understood that a 501(C)(3) Charitable Organization could offer receipts for 
donations, however neither the Fire Department or the First Responders fit the category and 
the process to apply is long and overly complicated.  
Finance Director Vicki Eugley explained that when a check is written to the Fire Department, as 
a donation, a receipt is given to the donor which could be used as a tax write off. Board 
member Drexell White stated that it would be much cleaner to create a separate organization 
with a different Tax I.D. number.  
Rooney suggested that a special account be earmarked for the Fire Dept. Christmas fund and be 
receipted through the Town like donations to the Fire Dept. Littlefield asked Eugley if there 
were any way to create a line through the Town for the Christmas fund; Eugley explained that 
there are currently two funds that have specific purpose right now and that she could ask the 
auditor about the possibility of receiving funds for an event the Town doesn’t handle. White 
explained that a response from the auditor may take a little time but the Board or Eugley would 
get back to them with an answer. Eugley stated that it could be re-visited at the October 7th 
meeting.  
 

Northport Village Corp.: 
Northport Village Correspondent Maureen O’Keefe informed the Board that she did not have 
any news to report from the Overseers as they have not met since before the last Select Board 
meeting.  
Town Administrator Barbara O’Leary had provided Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker with an 
Administrators Report for the meeting. Tucker mentioned that O’Leary had received a request 
from Bill Paige regarding notification by December of any planned construction on roads in the 
Village area for next year. White stated that the Board should have info from Road 
Commissioner Amon Morse at the next meeting; O’Keefe said that would be fine as the 
Overseers will not be meeting before then.  
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White informed O’Keefe that O’Leary had been investigating the Kelly Cove access. O’Keefe 
asked if it was determined who owns the property. Board member Mark Humphreys stated 
that the Town does not own it; O’Keefe asked if she would be able to get a full report when 
O’Leary returns. White assured her that it will be brought to the next meeting.  
 

Local Plumbing Inspector: 
Local Plumbing Inspector Toupie Rooney spoke to the Board about a failed cesspool in Temple 
Heights. She explained that a holding tank may be used in place of a typical septic system based 
on the fact that there is not enough area in Temple Heights to support a system. Rooney 
explained that in order for a holding tank to be permitted the Board must sign a variance. She 
continued by explaining that even if the Board approves the variance the final approval comes 
from the State.  
White asked how often the tank would need to be pumped; Rooney stated it would be pumped 
once a year but does have alarms in the event something with the system should fail. White 
asked how the failed cesspool will be addressed; Rooney explained that it will be filled in.  
 

Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Board member Mark Humphreys the 
Board voted 2-0 to approve and sign the holding tank variance with the understanding that the 
State has the final approval.  
 

Hart Road: 
Tucker informed the board that Jennifer Work had said that the Bond should be received by fax 
in the next day or two and would like to know if it would be permissible to proceed once the 
Bond is received. White asked that the property owners be given advance notice of the 
construction and what travel and accessibility conditions would be like during the process.  
 

Tax Commitment: 
 Finance Director Vicki Eugley reported that property evaluations are up a bit over last year and 
that the lowest the Board could go on a mil rate would be 13.9 mil. She demonstrated the 
different overlay amounts for mil rates in the 13.9 to 14.2 range and explained that a 14.15 mil 
rate would allow for the same overlay as past years. Eugley stated that the mil rate for the 
previous year was 13.1 and that the increase was mostly due to a decline in Municipal Revenue 
Sharing and the School Budget. Eugley continued by explaining any abatements that may be 
granted for over assessment are offset with the overlay funds and it was her understanding 
that Point Lookout may be requesting just such an abatement. White asked Eugley what she 
felt a comfortable mil rate would be; she replied that the 14.15 rate would be the better option 
but it is at the discretion of the Board.  
 

Under motion by Board member Mark Humphreys second by Board member Drexell White the 
Board voted 2-0 to set the mil rate for tax commitment at $14.15 per thousand.  
 

RSU 20 Withdrawal Initiative: 
Tucker had provided the Department of Education with the results of the September 17th 
Withdrawal Initiative vote, notifying them that the residents of Northport voted in favor of 
investigating the withdrawal process from RSU 20. The Dept. of Education notified Tucker that 
the Select Board needs to form a Withdrawal Committee and that the School Board of Directors 
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Chair would call the first meeting within 30 days of receiving the results of voting. White and 
Humphreys agreed to allow Tucker to seek members for the committee for appointment at the 
at the October 7th meeting.  
 

Foreclosure: 
Tucker updated the Board regarding the foreclosure process on the property that had been in 
arrears since 2005. Tucker had met with Town Attorney William Kelly and Kelly was 
investigating Maine Statute a bit further as well as consulting MMA on the matter. Kelly’s 
concern is that the account was billed to the heirs of the property owner, who had passed away 
in the 1970’s, but there is no active probate or Personal Representative for the estate. Tucker 
informed the Board that she will keep them updated as information becomes available.  
Abatement: 
Tucker informed the Board about a mobile home that had been demolished, with approval by 
the Code Officers through the issuance of a Demolition Permit. Tucker explained that taxes had 
not been paid in full prior to the demolition and had now gone to lien. She asked the Board if 
they would consider abating the taxes as she cannot locate the owner of record, Dan Mooney. 
Tucker stated that she had tried two mailing addresses, both of which resulted in the certified 
mail being returned as undeliverable. Tucker had also attempted to contact Mooney at a 
telephone number she was given, but it was no longer in service. 
 

Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Board member Mark Humphreys the 
Board voted 2-0 to abate the taxes.  
 

Zoning Board of Appeal Correspondence: 
Tucker spoke to the Board about an application, for the Zoning Board of Appeals, to appeal the 
decision of the Code Enforcement Officer to issue a building permit. This application had been 
received on a Saturday and was not acted upon until the following Friday when the Code 
Officer was in. Tucker explained that this application should have gone to the ZBA immediately 
as they have a certain time frame in which they must address an appeal. White stated that a 
Mail Distribution Policy should be drafted so that these things don’t happen again.  
 

Lunch Breaks: 
There had been questions raised about how lunch breaks for office staff and attendants at the 
transfer Station are addressed. Attendants at the Transfer Station take a half hour lunch break 
for which they get paid and Office staff record their lunch breaks as unpaid. O’Leary found a 
labor statute that states in an environment with 2 or fewer employees there is no requirement 
to take a lunch break. White stated that additional information needs to be obtained. 
 

Warrants: 
Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants were reviewed and approved.  
 

Eugley informed the Board that the certified ration for Northport had increased to 97%, a 5% 
increase over the previous year. She explained that the Homestead exemption allowance is 
based on the certified ratio, which means that this year the exemption would mean a $9,700.00 
reduction in valuation amounts when calculating property taxes, where as last year the 
allowance was $9,200.00.  
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Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Board member Mark Humphreys the 
Board voted 2-0 to adjourn at 7:17p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 


