
Page 1 of 7 
 

SELECTBOARD MEETING  
OCTOBER 7, 2013 

PRESENT: Chairperson Denise Lindahl; Board member Mark Humphreys; Board member Drexell 
White; Town Administrator Barbara (O’Leary) Ashey; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Finance 
Director Vicki Eugley; Road Commissioner Amon Morse; Northport Village Representative 
Maureen O’Keefe; Kelly Cove property owner Juliette Baker and Shore Road property owner 
John Boynton.  
 

Northport Village Corp.: 
Northport Village Correspondent Maureen O’Keefe stated that she did not have any news to 
report from the Village Overseers.  
Administrator Barbara Ashey informed O’Keefe about the information she had received from 
Matt Nixon at the Department of Agriculture; Conservation and Forestry. Ashey explained that 
Nixon’s department oversees shore access. Nixon had informed Ashey that there is an ancient 
law on the books that allows people the right to access the shore, even if privately owned, the 
law does not mean that the Town provides access.  
Ashey continued by explaining a deed may be to the high or low tide mark. She added that if a 
deed states ‘to the low tide mark’ the old colonial law says the property is accessible for the 
purpose of ‘Fish, Fowl or Navigation’ which has been carried forward since Maine separated 
from Massachusetts. Juliette Baker stated that the property, shore property at 681 Shore Road, 
did once belong to her up to the high tide mark as stated in her deed, but she had given it up. 
Chairperson Denise Lindahl asked Baker to define ‘gave it up’. Baker explained that from the 
crown of the road to the water line is seventeen feet or less and that it had no value so she 
signed papers at the Town Office acknowledging it to be the Town right-of-way. Ashey 
explained to Baker that she could not find any deed from Baker to the Town but she did find an 
abatement that had been processed by the assessors due to erosion. O’Keefe asked to clarify 
that Baker still owns the property but she just isn’t being taxed on it; Ashey confirmed that to 
be correct. Lindahl stated that a deed was never done; adding that if one were to be done it 
would have to be approved by the residents.  
John Boynton voiced his concern about all people being able to have access to Kelly Cove, 
stating that it is a great place for small children. He continued by explaining how safe access is 
needed as the current steps are not safe and have become a liability. Ashey reminded Boynton 
that the law does allow for people to access the shore but does not require the Town to make it 
accessible.  
Boynton suggested starting a collection to budget for a walkway and that he was thankful for 
the parking spots at the site. Road Commissioner Amon Morse responded by informing 
Boynton that there isn’t any public parking there and that there are supposed to be ‘No 
Parking’ signs up.  O’Keefe stated there is a large spot for parking and there aren’t any signs up 
prohibiting parking. Morse stated he will be replacing them as he was not aware they were 
missing.  
Baker understood it to be Town property as the Town had placed rocks along the roadside; 
Lindahl replied that the rocks were placed as part of a road project.  
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O’Keefe reminded the Board that the next meeting of the Overseers is October 13th. Lindahl 
asked O’Keefe to please extend the sincere sympathy of the Select Board to the Overseers for 
the loss of Bill Paige, adding that his passing is a huge loss to the community.  
 

Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker informed O’Keefe that she would be forwarding a Quitclaim Deed 
for the Overseers to sign at their meeting on the 13th. Tucker explained that the Harold & Julie 
Gray property on North Ave had recently sold and the matured liens were paid off through the 
closing process, which means that the Overseers would need to sign a Quitclaim Deed to 
release the property. O’Keefe asked if Tucker were forwarding that through Paul Bartels; Tucker 
confirmed that she would be.  
 

Boynton suggested that the Board consider an ordinance that would require contractors to 
repair pavement they have cut into, as part of a project they are completing, to repair the road 
to the same standards as the rest of the road. He commented that all too often patching is 
done leaving a dip and the road is never the same again. Boynton added that he understood 
the reasons for the construction, but thought contractors could be required to bring any cut 
pavement back to the same level as the rest of the road. Lindahl suggested that would be 
something that could be referred to the Code Officer.  
 

Roads & Bridges: 
Hart Road Construction: 

Morse said that things have been progressing smoothly and that there have been a couple of 
complaints, but he has asked everyone to please wait until it is done before commenting on the 
project.  
Morse said that he did have a couple of requests for fill from the project and that he had 
forwarded them to the contractor. He was informed that the fill someone had requested was 
not authorized by a party of interest; Lindahl stated that is not the Towns concern.  
Morse said there is another 2,000 yards needed for the taper of the road and that he had asked 
the contractor to cut the brush back further to dress the road up a bit. Morse stated that total 
width is fifty-five feet.  
Morse explained that most of the road will have a slight incline and that there will be a bus 
turnaround at the end when the project is complete. White asked Morse if Lanes paving 
schedule would allow for a quick completion of the project; Morse replied that John Work 
thinks he may be all done next week.  
 

Morse acknowledged that the first couple of days there were some bussing issues but they 
were quickly worked out.  
  

Winter Salt & Sand: 
Morse informed the Board that Farley & Sons should be delivering sand on Wednesday and that 
there have already been six loads of salt delivered. Morse also informed the Board that he has 
applied the sealant to the walls of the Salt/Sand garage.  
 Miscellaneous: 
Morse reported that he would ask Jim Hanson to ditch down a bit further on Nelson Drive in an 
effort to improve the runoff water flow.  
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Humphreys asked Morse if he had managed to look at the rock protruding through the 
pavement on Bluff Road; Morse replied that he had not. Morse added that it may have to be 
dug up.  
White mentioned that George Street could benefit from crack sealing; Morse stated that no 
sealing had been done this year and it should be considered when planning next year’s budget. 
Morse commented on the pavement being dug up at 794 Shore Road for construction purposes 
and that it has not been re-paved yet. He added that sometimes it takes contractors a while to 
repave.  
 

Town Clerk: 
 Withdrawal Committee Nominees: 
Tucker presented the Board with the letters of intent to serve on the Withdrawal Committee 
that she had received. A. Sandy Wallace had volunteered to be the member representing the 
Petitioners Group; Mark Lynch had volunteered to represent the Residential Group; Mark 
Humphreys volunteered as a representative from the Board of Selectmen and Debora Riley 
volunteered as the representative for the Northport School Board of Directors.  
 

Under motion Board member Drexell White second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl the Board 
voted 2-0-1 (with Humphreys abstaining) to appoint A. Sandy Wallace; Mark Lynch; Debora 
Riley and Mark Humphreys to the Northport Withdrawal Committee.  
 

Tucker informed the Board that she had not heard from the School Board of Directors Chair 
about a first meeting for the committee. Tucker will send notice to the Department of 
Education of the members for the Northport Withdrawal Committee. 
 Northport Village Corporation Commitment: 
Tucker spoke to the Board about the recent tax commitment she had done for the Northport 
Village Corporation. When she had initially committed the Village taxes she had neglected to 
reduce the amount needed for collection by the $25,000.00 requested from the Town by the 
Village which was approved at the Annual Meeting in June. Tucker informed the Board that she 
was able to reverse the original commitment and re-commit for the correct amount. In doing so 
it was discovered, by Dan Webster, that the amount the Overseers requested to be raised by 
taxation was $2,000.00 higher than what the Village Annual Meeting warrant article stated. 
Tucker said she informed Webster that she can only act upon what the Overseers submit to her 
when setting the commitment and the $2,000.00 error is something that the Overseers will 
have to address.  

Quitclaim Deed:  
One of the properties that was considered to be in foreclosure status by the Town had recently 
been sold by the owners and the taxes were paid current through the closing. Tucker had 
drafted a Municipal Quitclaim Deed for the Board to sign so that the new owners could obtain a 
clear title to the property.  
 

Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl the 
Board voted 3-0 to sign the Quitclaim Deed.  
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Off Premise Liquor License: 
Tucker had received an application from Rollie’s  Café in Belfast that the Board needed to 
review for an Off Premise Liquor License. Rollie’s will be catering an event for the Belfast 
Maskers and YMCA at the Blue Goose Event Center on November 21, 2013. Rollie’s needs 
Board approval on an Off Premise application in order to serve alcohol at the event.  
 

Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl the 
Board voted 3-0 to approve and sign the application.  
 

Town Administrator: 
 Transfer Station Attendant Building: 
Ashey informed the Board that bids for building a new attendant shed at the Transfer Station 
were due the previous Saturday and that none were received. White asked Ashey if she had 
inquired about the Waldo County Technical Center building one. Ashey said that she had not 
but she would look into it. Finance Director Vicki Eugley also suggested getting one from a 
company like Shed City.  
 Mail Distribution Policy:  
At the last meeting, after the Board had been notified of a delay in the receipt of 
correspondence by the Zoning Board, White had suggested that a policy on how mail is 
distributed be drafted. Ashey had a draft policy Mail Distribution Policy for the Board to review. 
Ashey explained that the policy directs that any correspondence coming into the Town Office 
be date stamped. If the correspondence is for the Planning Board or the Zoning Board of 
Appeals it will be brought to either the Town Administrator or the Town Clerk and that paper 
channeling will be handled from there. White suggested that Ashey add that documents be 
opened and checked for time sensitivity unless it is stamped as confidential. Ashey stated that 
she would make that revision.  
 

Under motion by Chairperson Denise Lindahl second by Board member Drexell White the 
Board voted 3-0 to adopt the Mail Distribution Policy.  
 

 Department of Labor Inspection: 
Ashey reported that she had received a letter from the Department of Labor regarding 
violations received from the August inspection. The letter acknowledged that all actions were 
corrected and that the fine had been reduced from $1,500.00 to $140.00, which needs to be 
paid no later than November 8th. Eugley stated that she could add it to the accounts payable 
warrant that the Board would be reviewing later in the meeting; the Board agreed to have 
Eugley add it to the warrant.  
Ashey added there were policies that were required, as a result of the inspection. She stated 
that she has taken care of incorporating the changes into the current policies and provided the 
Board with copies. Ashey also informed the Board that she has done the necessary trainings 
with the individual departments as required by the policies.   
 

 Animal Control: 
Ashey received a call from Animal Control Officer Heidi Blood regarding a call she had received 
from P.A.W.S., the Town’s contracted Animal Shelter. Blood informed Ashey that there is a 
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family in Northport with an abundance of cats needing placement as the family needs to move 
and cannot take the cats with them. According to Blood many of the cats are feral and five of 
them are pregnant. Blood had removed the pregnant cats and took them to the shelter, but 
was unable to take the remaining cats as the shelter was full. Blood had not found placement 
for those cats and informed the owners that they would need to find homes for the cats. She 
also warned them that if the cats are left behind they would be charged for abandonment. 
Blood stated that when she returned to follow up she discovered a sixth pregnant cat, which 
she took with her in hopes of placing it. She left contact information with the family of 
programs that are available to help provide care and spay or neuter pets.  
Blood had called Animal Welfare because she believed the large number of cats this family had 
would be considered hoarding and was expecting some help from them. Animal Welfare did 
not offer a definition of hoarding and declined to assist. Blood did go back to the residence 
once the family had moved out and did not find that any cats had been left behind.  
 

 Town Office Cleaning: 
Deputy Clerk Robin Coombs had asked Ashey to discuss the possibility of her coming in to work 
a little earlier in the winter months so that she may clean the floors prior to opening. Currently 
the schedule is set at her arriving no earlier than 7:30a.m. She would like to be able to come in 
at 7a.m. as needed. Humphreys asked if office cleaning is part of regular wages; Ashey replied 
that the cleaning is a set weekly rate but it does have to count as part of her hours worked. 
Lindahl stated that it would be fine as long as she does not exceed 40 hours during the work 
week.  
 

Harbor Master: 
Harbor Master Lora Mills informed Ashey that  she had sent a letter of intent for a S.H.I.P. Grant 
for a second phase of Saturday Cove. If the grant is awarded the funds could be used for 
stabilization for the waterfront; better access which could include a small boat launch and 
parking. Ashey stated that the grant is a matching funds grant of up to $51,000.00 and at this 
point there is $51,352.00 in the reserve account. Lindahl asked if the combined total of 
$102,000.00 would include any necessary permitting; Ashey stated that the paperwork she had 
given the Board included an itemization. Ashey stated that the full application would be due in 
December, but the paperwork does not say when grants are awarded. She added that Mills 
would like to go forward with the grant and if the Town cannot afford the match then the grant 
does not have to be accepted.  
Lindahl stated it was good to have the Harbor Master applying for grants, but she is concerned 
about drawing down all reserve funds and what the cost of permitting would be. Lindahl asked 
if Mills had worked with the Code Enforcement Officer on this yet since he may be able to 
advise her on the project; Ashey replied that she had not.  
White added that he would like to know if making changes to the working harbor would require 
Saturday Cove would have to opened up to the general public. Lindahl asked if the Harbor 
Committee decided whether or not to open it up to the public; Ashey replied that the last 
report she received was that it was a split vote.  
Ashey mentioned that the engineering study on Saturday Cove would be closed out in 
November and Mills should be receiving the final bill.  
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Code Enforcement: 
 80K Action Update: 
Ashey informed the Board that Mr. Rosner, who has been living in a camper without proper 
sewage disposal, was ordered to vacate the premises by the Court through an 80 K Action. 
Rosner has not complied with the order and is still staying in the camper. Town Attorney, 
William Kelly, reported to Code Officer John Larson that he will be petitioning the Court for 
contempt and have Rosner removed from the property.  
 Dangerous Building: 
Ashey told the Board that Town Attorney Kristin Collins did have an opportunity to speak with 
the Bank that is in the process of foreclosing on the Ellsey property in Temple Heights. Collins 
informed Ashey that the bank may be inclined to write off the mortgage and stop the 
foreclosure; but they would like photos of the property before any decision is made. 
Collins had stated that if that is the action the bank decides to take the next step would be to 
file a motion to default and have the Court deem the building a ‘Dangerous Building’ at which 
time all costs related to the property could be recovered at the sale or transfer of the property. 
Collins added that these costs could be legal fees as well as expenses related to removing the 
building.  
 

Lunch Breaks: 
The Board re-visited the paid/unpaid lunch break topic. The question had been asked as to 
whether the Transfer Station Attendants should be paid for their lunch breaks as the Town 
Office staff is not. Ashey explained to the Board that in situations where there are two or less 
employees a lunch break is not mandated by the Labor Laws, which is the case at the Transfer 
Station. She added that at the Town Office there is typically a staff of at least three so there is 
coverage enough to allow for a rotating lunch break schedule. The Board agreed that allowing 
for the Transfer Station Attendants to have paid lunch break was acceptable as they are not 
required to take a lunch break and may, at times, not be able to take one.   
 

Finance Director: 
 Christmas Fund: 
Eugley spoke to the Board about what the auditors gave her for a reply regarding the First 
Responders request for the Town to collect and receipt donations of cash for the annual 
Christmas Party. She stated that the auditor did not have any concerns with donations being 
processed through the Town and that donations should be tax deductible. Eugley said that the 
auditors recommend writing a letter acknowledging and thanking the donor for their gift. She 
added that funds would be treated the same as the Warm Neighbors and Northport Needy 
funds. Eugley continued by stating that a protocol would need to be established on how the 
funds are expended and that the account cannot be over spent. She added that the Board 
would need to determine if any account balance would carry forward at the end of the fiscal 
year.  
 

Warrants: 
Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants were reviewed and approved.  
 

Wings of Love: 
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Ashey asked the Board for permission to place a donation box in the Town Office lobby for the 
Wings of Love program. She explained that resident John Bryant operates the program which 
collects donations of toys and other items for Waldo County families that may be struggling. 
She stated a lot of Bryant’s donated items are received through the annual Toy Run sponsored 
by the United Bikers of Maine, but this year resulted in a poor turn out and much fewer 
donations were received. Ashey expressed that this would simply be an attempt to help 
increase donations of gifts. The Board agreed to the box so long as donations were non-
denominational. 
 

Minutes: 
Minutes of the August 19th meeting were reviewed.  
 

Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl the 
Board voted 3-0 to approve the minutes as corrected.  
 

Property Tax Abatement Request: 
Tucker had received an application for Poverty Abatement on the current year taxes, which 
requires review by the Select Board.  
 

Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl the 
Board entered into Executive Session to review and discuss the Poverty Abatement application, 
pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6)(F), at 8:15p.m..  
  
Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Board member Mark Humphreys the 
Board exited Executive Session at 8:25p.m. 
 

Chairperson Denise Lindahl announced that the Board had decided 3-0 to deny the request as 
the property taxes are not in arrears and there is no evidence that the applicant has considered 
other possible resources.  
 

Under motion by Board member Mark Humphreys second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl the 
Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 837p.m.  
 

Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 


