
 

Select Board Meeting 1 

December 2, 2013 2 
 3 

PRESENT:  Denise Lindahl, Chairman Select Board; Drexell White, Select Board Member; 4 

Mark Humphreys, Select Board Member; Amon Morse, Road Commissioner; Maureen O’Keefe, 5 

NVC Representative; Barbara Ashey, Town Administrator; Vicki Eugley, Finance Director; 6 

Jeanine Tucker, Town Clerk, Excused Absence 7 

 8 

Northport Village Corporation: 9 
The Northport Village Corporation representative Maureen O’Keefe stated there was no news to 10 

report from the Village Overseers.  They will not meet in December and will resume meetings 11 

January 11, 2014. 12 

Town Administrator Barbara Ashey asked if she would speak with Village Agent Billy Paige 13 

about cleaning up the leaves along Cobe Road.  Road Commissioner Amon Morse had noted 14 

with the last round of heavy rains the leaves are flowing down the road and clogging Shore 15 

Road.  Ms. O’Keefe will follow up on this.  She stated the culvert on Shore Road near the 16 

McCrum property is also clogged.  The Road Commissioner will follow up on this. 17 

 18 

Roads & Bridges: 19 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse reported on the following items: 20 

With this last round of heavy rains, there was a wash out on Shore Road which he filled with 21 

gravel and tapered back; 22 

Cross Street – the larger culvert will need to be replaced, it appears it is cracked and the water 23 

flows over the street; the tilting mailbox from prior ditching has been repaired; 24 

Nelson Drive – the water is still not flowing as he hoped and it appears the problem is the 25 

driveway.  He noted it was an exceptional amount of rain, approximately 4”, in a short period of 26 

time which may have contributed to the clogged culvert.   He will watch this in the future. 27 

 28 

Kelly Cove – Administrator Ashey had spoken with Code Enforcement Officers John Larson and 29 

Toupie Rooney regarding the permitting process to replace the large underground culvert at 30 

Kelly Cove.  CEO Larson stated the code office would need to see what work needs to be done 31 

but felt they could handle the process of obtaining the required permits.  The Administrator will 32 

meet with them again and determine the permits needed and the time frame for approval. 33 

 34 

Nebraska Road – Morse stated when this road is repaired he would like to see it one (1) or two 35 

(2) feet wider, which could be worked into the specs.  Administrator Ashey presented draft 36 

notices for both Kelly Cove and Nebraska Road for engineering services.  It was agreed to place 37 

the bid notice in newspapers in January with a February award date. 38 

 39 

Plowing & Sanding Contract –  Morse reported the sanding contractor did not get out early 40 

enough on the recent storm and was caught unaware.  He also did not have his equipment ready 41 

to load the trucks.  The loader will now be kept at the garage for easy access for loading.  Drexell 42 

White asked if the new upcoming contract will address fuel surcharges.  This item should be 43 

made clear what is expected by the contractor and the town.  Ashey stated the contract will be up 44 

for renewal this spring but for budgeting purposes should go out to bid sooner.  It was agreed to 45 

review the specs and put this out to bid in either January or February 2014. 46 



 

Administrator: 47 
Ashey updated the Board on what appears to be a scam.  An invoice came to the office that had 48 

not been ordered or authorized.  It seems Animal Control Officers or Road Commissioners are 49 

being contacted by a company called Goldstar Products, Inc. saying they have won something 50 

and only need contact information for the town where they work, and then an invoice appears.  51 

Ashey contacted other towns and found they had a similar invoice appear that was not 52 

authorized.  Ashey contacted the Better Business Bureau and it was recommended she contact 53 

the Attorney General’s Office. 54 

 55 

Ashey informed the Board the office will be closed from 1:30 – 4pm on Thursday, December 5, 56 

2013 for vital records training on the new birth and death certificate program through the State. 57 

 58 

The office received an invoice from Blake Veterinary Hospital for boarding a cat.  Ashey 59 

contacted the Animal Control Officer, Heidi Blood, and discussed this.  The ACO had been 60 

called by a resident to pick up a stray cat that had been there for a week.  The ACO did not have 61 

a carrier at that time as it was being used elsewhere.  She stated it would be a day or two before 62 

she could get there.  The resident said if she could catch the cat she would.  The woman did catch 63 

the cat 2 days later and brought it to Dr. Blake.  The Town is now being charged for this.  Ashey 64 

stated this is similar to a situation over the summer where a resident had a pet brought to Dr. 65 

Blake and he charged the town, not the resident.  Ashey has left a message for Dr. Blake to call 66 

her and she will follow up on this.  She will remind Dr. Blake pets brought to him by Northport 67 

residents and not picked up are not the responsibility of the Town. 68 

 69 

A speed study was conducted near Catching Cove Road and 173 Atlantic Highway.   A young 70 

girl gets on the bus here and her parents have expressed great concern for her safety and the other 71 

children on this bus.  The speed limit here is 55mph and the child gets on the bus just over the 72 

downhill portion of the road.  RSU School Bus Director, Mitch Brown, also requested the study.  73 

Ashey heard back from DOT Region 2 Traffic Engineer David Allen who reported the speed 74 

limit will be dropped to 50mph and ‘School Bus Stop Ahead’ signs will be placed in both 75 

directions on the section of road. 76 

 77 

RSU Withdrawal: 78 
Ashey presented the Board with information from resident John Kruger regarding the school 79 

funding formula.  Mr. Kruger was able to get information from Suzan Beaudon of the 80 

Department of Education on the funding calculation.  After a lengthy discussion, some questions 81 

were answered while others surfaced.  It appears Northport’s high State Valuation combined 82 

with its student population and debt service in the RSU, helps it in regards to the mil rate 83 

assessed to each town for calculating its share of education funding.  This mil rate must be the 84 

lower of either the state valuation or student population and allocations based on a law from the 85 

1970’s.  It was thought the Drinkwater School got an offset in valuation due to its shore frontage 86 

as an elementary school. This however, was unclear.  Denise Lindahl asked if Northport is 87 

assessed at a lower mil rate by the State, are we assessed at this lower rate by the school to come 88 

up with our portion in RSU 20.  Finance Director Vicki Eugley stated it would be interesting to 89 

see what numbers the other towns received from the RSU when given the figures for their 90 

contribution to the RSU. 91 

 92 



 

Mark Humphreys stated the withdrawal committee has submitted a letter to the Education 93 

Commissioner requesting an extension as they continue to work on a withdrawal plan.  The 94 

committee will be meeting next week with school representatives of Appleton, Hope and 95 

Lincolnville, to discuss sharing their superintendent and central office if withdrawal is approved.  96 

Denise Lindahl stated Bruce Brierley, Selectman in Searsmont, has stated they will take a wait 97 

and see approach in regards to hiring an outside auditor.  Mark Humphreys stated at the least the 98 

figures on hand and being used by the RSU should be validated. 99 

 100 

Finances: 101 
Finance Director Vicki Eugley stated the first tax payment date has gone.   She stated that with 102 

approximately $4million in taxes committed for collection, about half have been collected. 103 

Accounts payable and payroll warrants were reviewed and approved.  She also reported there is 104 

approximately $183,000 in the roads and bridges account when thinking of an engineering study 105 

for Kelly Cove and Nebraska Road. 106 

The Wyman Needy Fund was discussed. 107 

 108 

Other Business: 109 
Denise Lindahl asked if all the flags have been taken down for the year.  She noted there were 110 

only a few left up but looked tattered.   111 

Drexell White asked if the dangerous building had been secured by the bank.  Ashey stated the 112 

bank was to send someone but had not heard that had taken place.  She will check with the Code 113 

Officers for an update. 114 

 115 

With no further business under motion of Denise Lindahl, second by Mark Humphreys, the 116 

Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 7:40pm. 117 

 118 

Respectfully submitted, 119 

 120 

 121 

Barbara Ashey 122 

Town Administrator 123 


