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SELECTBOARD MEETING 
DECEMBER 16, 2013 

 

Present: Chairperson Denise Lindahl; Board Member Drexell White; Board Member Mark 
Humphreys; Town Administrator Barbara Ashey; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker and Finance 
Director Vicki Eugley.  
 

Northport Village Corporation: 
Town Administrator Barbara Ashey stated that Village Representative Maureen O’Keefe had 
arrived ahead of the meeting and stated that she did not have any news from the Village to 
report. Ashey said that she did not have anything to report to O’Keefe either.  
 

Roads & Bridges: 
Ashey informed the Board that Road Commissioner Amon Morse had notified her that he 
would not be able to attend the meeting, but did give her a report over the phone. He had 
stated that he had not received any complaints regarding road conditions from the weekend 
storm, Ashey added that she had not received any either.  
Morse had told Ashey that there are two roads; Cross Street and Upper Bluff Road; that have 
gravel issues that need to be addressed in the spring.  
 

Town Clerk:  
PayPort Real Estate Program:  

Tucker explained to the Board that the online real estate tax payment program offered through 
the Maine.gov PayPort site was only for current year taxes, and not for taxes that are past due 
or have interest associated with them. She told the Board that it is possible to cancel the 
payment made in the event that the payment being made is on an account that has additional 
costs associated with it. Tucker asked the Board if this is something that they would like to 
move forward with.  She added that the first installment date has come and gone and there are 
current year taxes that now have interest on them, because the first payment had not been 
made, which would mean having to either send a notice regarding the balance due or cancelling 
the transaction.  Chairperson Denise Lindahl asked Tucker what her thoughts were; she replied 
that with interest on some accounts it may be best to wait until the new commitment in July. 
The Board agreed to postpone consideration of the program until July.  

Weights & Measurers Appointment: 
Tucker informed the Board that there is an annual appointment, per State Statute, for a Sealer 
of Weights & Measures. Tucker explained that the current Sealer, Robert Wiggen, said he has 
towns that will appoint him for terms of two or three years and he would like to know if 
Northport would do the same.  
Under motion by Board Member Drexell White, second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl, the 
Board agreed to add this position to the June appointments.  
 

Town Administrator: 
 S.H.I.P. Grant: 
Ashey updated the Board on the status of the S.H.I.P. Grant, for improvements at Saturday 
Cove, that Harbor Master Lora Mills is applying for. Mills had submitted the letter of intent to 
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the State and was asked by Dan Stewart, from Maine Department of Transportation, for more 
information on the proposal. Mills contacted Gartley & Dorsky, the engineering firm that 
conducted the study and drafted the proposal for Saturday Cove, to get more information for 
Stewart. The engineer she spoke with gave her a more itemized breakdown which noted a cost 
of $135,000 more than the original plan.  
Mills notified Stewart that the estimate had gone up and he suggested that the project be done 
in phases. Mills and Stewart decided that Phase 1 would be the stabilization part of the project 
and implementation would depend on approval at Town Meeting. Ashey explained that Phase 1 
would cover erosion control and the pier and was told that the project, with a contingency, 
would be $149,121.50. The Board agreed to move forward with the grant process. 
 Property Tax Abatement Request: 
Ashey informed the Board about the recent appeal by Athena Point Lookout for an abatement 
on their taxes at the former MBNA property. She explained that there was no reason included 
in the request for a reduction to a $10 million assessment and that the company would need to 
supply sufficient evidence as to why the reduction is warranted. Ashey stated that nothing has 
been provided to support the request and it is based solely on the purchase price, which was 
$12 million. Procedure is that the Select Board would review the application and decide to 
approve or deny it.  
Ashey presented the Board with a statement provided by Town Attorney William Kelly and 
allowed them the opportunity to act on it or not.  
 

Under motion by Board member Drexell White, second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl, the 
Board voted 3-0 to deny the application from Athena Point Lookout for an assessment 
abatement based upon information provided by the Town’s legal counsel.  
 Warm Neighbors Fund: 
Ashey and Finance Director Vicki Eugley presented a draft policy and application on 
disbursement from the Warm Neighbors Fund. In the draft the pair had some of the eligibility, 
as well as the amount that can be allotted, on an application process much like that of the 
General Assistance program. Ashey and Eugley asked the Board to review and edit the 
document in an effort to get something in place so that funds may be administered if needed.  
Discussion was had about the program only being utilized once per season per household; who 
would determine eligibility and how much of each type of heat source could be allotted 
through the program or if the allotment should be based upon a dollar amount. The Board 
agreed that the suggestions put forth by the Town Administrator were satisfactory and decided 
to go with her recommendations.  
 Town Office Housekeeping Job Description:  
Ashey provided the Board with a draft job description for the cleaning the Town Hall.  Ashey 
stated that this new job description is an attempt to make sure each position meets the 
standards as a result of the Labor Audit earlier this year. 
 Nebraska Road & Kelly Cove: 
Ashey reported back to the Board regarding having the Code Enforcement Officer assist with 
necessary permitting on the Nebraska Road and Kelly Cove projects. Ashey stated that the Code 
Officer said it would be much easier to have the engineer complete the permitting since the 
information needed to complete the applications would come from them anyway.  
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 Dangerous Building: 
Ashey stated that the inspector sent to investigate the dangerous building in Temple Heights 
apparently went to the wrong house. The inspector contacted the Code Officer (CEO) and told 
him that the house was fine. When the Code Officer asked which residence had been inspected 
it was discovered that it was the abutting property that was looked at. The CEO called Town 
Attorney Kristin Collins to notify her of the error and she sent the Bank a letter informing them 
of the error made by their inspector.  
 Dr. Blake & the Canine Inn: 
An invoice had been received from Dr. Blake’s veterinary practice for care given to a stray cat 
that was dropped off by a Northport resident. Ashey had informed Dr. Blake that the cat had 
not been delivered by the Town’s Animal Control Officer (ACO) and that the resident had not 
been instructed by the ACO to take the cat anywhere. ACO Heidi Blood had spoken with the 
resident and had told her that she would not be able to pick up the cat until a certain time, the 
resident apparently did not want to wait for the ACO to arrive and took the liberty upon herself 
and delivered the cat to Blake. Ashey said that she had reminded Blake that the Town is 
contracted with a different agency for shelter purposed and that is where the cat should have 
been taken to.  
Blake asked Ashey if she would please run the matter by the Select Board to see if they would 
authorize the expense. Chairperson Denise Lindahl asked Ashey to follow up with Dr. Blake, in 
writing, explaining that the Northport ACO did not authorize the resident to transport the cat 
anywhere, and if she had done so the direction would have been to take it to the contracted 
shelter. Lindahl asked Ashey to add that residents cannot deliver animals to him on behalf of 
the Town.  
 

Withdrawal Committee Update: 
Select Board member, and Withdrawal Committee member, Mark Humphreys gave an update 
on the progress the committee is making in its investigative process. Humphreys stated that 
contracting with School Union #69, Hope; Appleton and Lincolnville, is being considered. He 
stated that he and fellow committee member Mark Lynch have met with the Union #69 Board 
of Directors to see if they have an interest in contracting for the elementary school, he said that 
it would appear as though they do.  
He continued by explaining that discussion and comparison is only in the beginning stages and 
that they would have to consider negotiating a tuition plan for the high school students, should 
the Town partner with Union #69.  
Board member Drexell White asked what the plan for transportation would be. Humphreys 
stated that some towns purchase buses and some lease them or contract out for services. He 
added that information is still being gathered and that he has not seen anything in writing. 
Lindahl asked if the elementary school students would stay at the Edna Drinkwater School or if 
they would have to be transported; Humphreys stated that they would stay at the Drinkwater 
School and that administrative expenses would have to be shared with Union #69. Humphreys 
continued by explaining the process would require authorization by the State and that staff and 
teaching negotiations would have to be done as well as consideration of special programs 
before the item could be voted on. He mentioned that the committee has a lot more research 
to do and indicated an extension from the Department of Education has been requested.  
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Finance Director: 
Finance Director Vicki Eugley provided the Board with Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants 
for review and approval. The Board reviewed and signed the warrants as presented.  
 

Eugley had been asked by the Board, at the last meeting, to see if she could get clarification of 
the local share percentage that the Town of Northport is contributing toward the RSU #20. 
Eugley learned that the share is calculated in two parts; one being the local debt not shared by 
Stockton Springs and Searsport and the combined total of all the municipalities for the 
remaining share. Eugley stated that the total share for Northport is 13.16%, due in part by an 
old law from the 1970’s that is still on the books. The law states that towns pay by the 
percentage of pupils or by the State Valuation and that they would pay the lesser of the two 
rates. The State would make up the difference for any shortages, which results in $574,329.31 
this year for Northport.   
 
Minutes: 
Minutes of the October 21st; November 4th and December 2nd meeting were presented to the 
Board for review and approval.  
 

Under motion by Chairperson Denise Lindahl, second by Board member Mark Humphreys, the 
Board voted 3-0 to approve the October 21, 2013 minutes as corrected.  
 

Under motion by Chairperson Denise Lindahl, second by Board member Mark Humphreys, the 
Board voted 3-0 to approve the November 4, 2013 minutes as corrected. 
 

Under motion by Chairperson Denise Lindahl, second by Board member Mark Humphreys, the 
Board voted 3-0 to approve the December 2, 2013 minutes as corrected. 
 
Under motion by Board member Drexell White, second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl, the 
Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 8:10p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 


