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SELECT BOARD MEETING  
JANUARY 27, 2014 

 

Present: Chairperson Denise Lindahl; Board Member Drexell White; Board Member Mark 
Humphreys; Town Administrator Barbara Ashey; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Finance Director 
Vicki Eugley; Northport Village Overseer Maureen O’Keefe; Withdrawal Committee Chair Sandy 
Wallace and resident Peter Dalton.  
 

Citizen’s Concerns: 
Peter Dalton, a resident on Leeman Drive came before the Board to inquire about getting 
Leeman Drive paved. He stated that repairs done on the road, sometimes twice a year, are only 
repairs and do not hold up over time. Dalton explained his concern over continued costs of 
maintaining the dirt road versus the investment cost of having it paved. He stated that a lot of 
money has been put into the road already and there will be continued expense in repairs 
because it is a dirt road. Dalton continued by explaining how some ruts were nearly a foot deep 
with the recent thaw. He stated that sometimes the road is not passable by emergency vehicles 
due to a build-up of ice.  
Chairperson Denise Lindahl acknowledged that Dalton has brought the request to the attention 
of the Board. Lindahl explained that the Town has a contract with S.W. Cole to do a biannual 
review of town roads, which they compile a report on and forward to the Board. Repairs and 
work done on town roads is based on recommendations from that report. She added that the 
Board would mention the concerns to Road Commissioner Amon Morse and research will need 
to be conducted. 
Board member Mark Humphreys assured Dalton that the Board understands and appreciates 
his concerns. Humphreys explained that there are several dirt roads in Northport that are in the 
same, if not worse, condition as Leeman Drive and that each of them need to be reviewed to 
determine the order of priority.  
 

Northport Village Corporation:  
Village Overseer Maureen O’Keefe reported to the Board that the next meeting of the Village 
Board of Overseers will be held on February 9th and that she did not have any new information 
to share with the Select Board. 
Chairperson Denise Lindahl asked if Emergency Management Director Peter Simpson had been 
in contact with the Northport Village Corporation regarding damages or concerns from the ice 
storm earlier in the month. Town Administrator Barbara Ashey stated that she had contacted 
correspondent Dan Webster right after the storm and had asked him to send notice through his 
e-mail service that residents should report any storm damage or issues by calling “211”. 
O’Keefe stated that she had seen that e-mail from Webster.  
 

Withdrawal Committee Update: 
Sandy Wallace, Chairperson of the Northport Withdrawal Committee, updated the Board on 
the progress of the committee thus far. Wallace stated she had learned that the RSU 20 
Superintendent had stated that schools facing closure could be bought by the towns for fair 
market value. Wallace stated that the RSU does not have a policy in place, at this time, 
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regarding town ownership of the buildings. Wallace stated that there is a policy covering 
contents of buildings but not the actual structures. She continued by stating that a precedence 
has been set with the former SAD #34 and most recently with the RSU allowing the transfer of 
the Frankfort Elementary School to the town of Frankfort when they withdrew from the district.  
Wallace said that it is her understanding that the School Board of Directors would make the 
determination of how buildings are transferred, with the final decision being made by the 
voters and the State.  
Wallace told the Board that she had informed the RSU 20 Superintendent of the discussions the 
Northport Withdrawal Committee has had with the Superintendent of Union 69 and the 
possibility of Northport contracting with them as a part of the withdrawal process. She said that 
she had told the RSU 20 Superintendent that the plan would involve Northport utilizing the 
Edna Drinkwater School for the Kindergarten through 8th grade classes. Wallace was informed 
by the Union 69 Superintendent that the RSU 20 Superintendent had told her Northport would 
have to buy the Drinkwater School at fair market value before they could make plans of using it. 
Wallace reminded the Board that this would be included in the negotiations with the RSU 20 
School Board when it comes time to draft a proposal. She also stated that an attorney should 
be consulted when an agreement is being drafted.  
Other towns have invited Northport to join them in the withdrawal effort, but the Northport 
committee feels as though it has a viable option with Union 69. Wallace stated that the 
committee is not focusing solely on the Union 69 effort and is considering other options with 
what information they can obtain. White asked if the committee was looking at both Belfast 
and Union 69 options. Humphreys replied that Union 69 is the primary focus of the committee 
and they are still considering Belfast as an option.  
Board member Drexell White asked if the budget with Hope, Appleton and Lincolnville is 
comparable with Northport’s current position with RSU 20. Wallace stated that it appears the 
cost per student would be less when contracting with Union 69, but they do not have an option 
for high school students other than the Camden Hills Regional High School. Wallace said the 
committee was hoping to be able to offer both the Camden Rockport facility and the Belfast 
Area High School for options, although it may not be possible.  
Chairperson Denise Lindahl added that contracting with Union 69 would mean that the Town 
would have to have a five member School Board of Directors. Wallace stated that other towns 
have not experienced any difficulty with people willing to serve on School Boards because it is 
giving local control back to the towns.  
 

Roads & Bridges: 
 General: 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse had spoken with Town Administrator Barbara Ashey prior to 
the meeting to notify her that he would not be able to attend the meeting. Morse had told her 
that things have been fairly quiet. He mentioned that he had checked culverts and made sure 
they were clear and free flowing. Morse had mentioned mud issues on the Upper Bluff Road 
and added that he has not done much with that section because it has re-frozen. Morse had 
asked Ashey if the Board wanted him to attend meetings if there is nothing to report. The 
Board agreed that Morse could check in with the Town Administrator before a meeting to see if 
he should attend.  
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 Winter Roads: 
Ashey informed the Board that she had received a response from plowing contractor Robert 
Patterson regarding the letter the Board asked her to send concerning road conditions on the 
morning of January 11th. Patterson apologized and acknowledged that he had gotten a slow 
start on sanding that morning and added that he is always on top of a storm and never behind.  
 Salt/Sand Supply: 
Morse had told Ashey that he is keeping a close watch on the winter sand supply. He stated 
that he felt as though there was a sufficient amount of sand at this time, but February would be 
the determining factor.  
 Engineering Bids:  
Ashey reported that engineering bids have been advertised and that Gartley & Dorsky 
Engineering is the only firm to have responded so far. She stated that a representative from the 
company will be meeting with Morse this week.  
 Ice Storm and EMA: 
Ashey stated that she had spoken with Northport EMA Director Peter Simpson and has asked 
him to keep her updated with information as it becomes available so that she may keep the 
Board informed. She added that he is doing well keeping her up to date.  
Ashey had been contacted by Olga Rumney from the Waldo EMA office and was asked who the 
FEMA (Federal Emergency Management) and MEMA (Maine Emergency Management) officers 
would speak with; Ashey said that she told Rumney that they should contact Simpson. She told 
the Board that the agencies met with Simpson at the Town Office last week and they had done 
site visits with Simpson while they were here and out of the six claims the agents found that 
just one was viable as it was completely destroyed by water damage.  
 Athena Point Lookout Abatement Request: 
Ashey informed the Board that Athena Point Lookout will be appealing the assessor’s decision 
to deny their abatement request to the Property Tax Review Board in Augusta. Ashey stated 
that she had not heard when that appeal may be heard.  
 Site Plan Review Changes & Proposed Fee Increases: 
Ashey presented the Board with a copy of the proposed fee increases for various Site Plan and 
Building Permit fees. Ashey stated that these are the increases that Code Officer John Larson 
had presented after Town Meeting last year. She also provided copies of the Site Plan Review 
Ordinance with Larson’s changes that had been discussed at the last Planning Board meeting.  
The Board reviewed the fee schedule changes and asked Ashey to have Larson clarify a couple 
of items on the schedule before making any decisions.  
Ashey reminded the Board that the Site Plan Review Ordinance changes would require a public 
hearing and approval by residents at a town meeting.  
 Plowing Contracts:  
Ashey stated that she would have revised plowing contracts available for the next meeting.  
 General Assistance: 
Ashey spoke to the Board in regards to new procedures in administering General Assistance 
(GA). She explained that anyone currently receiving assistance will be provided a user name and 
password for logging into the electronic GA System so that information can be provided to local 
GA Administrators when applicants re-apply. Ashey continued by stating that towns must have 
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a computer available for applicants to use so that they may access their information, she asked 
the Board for input on implementing this service.  
Chairperson Denise Lindahl asked if any computers were scheduled to be replaced with the 
current year budget; Finance Director Vicki Eugley replied that the Clerk and Deputy Clerk 
computers are scheduled to be replaced and will also need to upgrade to Windows 7. Lindahl 
suggested that one of the outgoing computers could be retained for the purpose of satisfying 
the new GA requirement, the Board agreed.  
 Internet: 
Ashey updated the Board on the availability of internet service in Northport. She stated that 
Fairpoint, which has five live terminals in town now, has provided a list of roads where at least 
one resident is able to obtain high speed internet service from them. Ashey and resident John 
Kruger spoke with Great Works Internet (GWI) who informed them that they are looking at the 
cost involved in servicing the Town.  
Resident Dan Small had created a map of the town that shows what areas have some sort of 
internet available and what areas still need service. Ashey stated that internet in town is still 
sporadic to the extent that one person could have internet while their immediate neighbor may 
not have any available service. She said that GWI will be looking at the map and see if it is cost 
effective to expand coverage.   
 Transfer Station Inspection Update: 
Ashey had spoken with Bill Butler regarding questions the Board had about his recent 
inspection of the Transfer Station. She explained that the leachate Butler referenced in his 
report is from containers with lids that do not seal causing water to spill during dumping or 
leaking on the ground from the bottom of the container. Ashey informed the Board that 9 out 
of 15 containers fit this description and need to be replaced. She explained that she had talked 
with Pine Tree Waste about the condition of their containers and how they need to be replaced 
as soon as possible. Ashey was told by the company that someone from servicing and 
production is working on the problem and she informed the company that they have 30 days to 
remedy the situation.  
 Dangerous Building:  
 Town attorney Kristin Collins had updated Ashey on the progress of addressing the dangerous 
building on High Street. Collins told Ashey that the bank had a deadline for moving forward 
with securing the house by making sure it is in a fixed and stable condition. Ashey stated that 
nothing has been done yet and the Town, according to Collins, may have to address the 
situation at its expense as the homeowners have vacated the property. Collins will be speaking 
with the bank attorney before advising the Town on how to proceed.  
 

Tax Foreclosure: 
Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker spoke to the Board regarding the many properties facing automatic 
foreclosure due to non-payment of back taxes. Tucker explained the status of each parcel in 
regards to communication she has or has not had with each property owner. Tucker reminded 
the Board of the policy that was set in place regarding automatic foreclosure. She asked the 
Board how they would like to proceed in pursuing collection on these accounts. The Board, in 
its understanding of the law, as well as the financial circumstances some property owners are 
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facing, instructed Ashey to discuss the matter with Town attorney Bill Kelly to see what his 
recommendations are.  
 
Minutes: 
Tucker provided the Board with minutes of the January 13, 2014 meeting for review and 
approval.  
 

Under motion by Board Member Mark Humphreys, second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl the 
Board voted 3-0 to approve the minutes as corrected.  
 

Warrants: 
Finance Director Vicki Eugley provided the Board with Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants 
for review and approval.  
The Board reviewed and approved the warrants.  
 Facebook: 
Eugley asked the Board if they had had an opportunity to visit the Town of Northport Facebook 
page and asked them what information they would like to see posted to it. The Board told 
Eugley to post meeting notices; vacancies on committees and closings or cancellations. 
 

Under motion by Board Member Mark Humphreys, second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl the 
Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 8:42p.m.  
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 
 
 
 


