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SELECT BOARD MEETING  
MARCH 10, 2014 

 
Present: Chairperson Denise Lindahl; Board Member Mark Humphreys; Board Member Drexell 
White; Town Administrator Barbara Ashey; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Finance Director Vicki 
Eugley; Road Commissioner Amon Morse and Northport Village Overseer Maureen O’Keefe.  
 

Northport Village Corporation: 
Northport Village Corporation Overseer Maureen O’Keefe informed the Board that Bill Paige 
had asked about the plans for Kelly Cove adding that he needs to know about the project as 
there is a ten inch water main that runs through the area. Administrator Barbara Ashey stated 
that she had talked with Paige and a representative from Gartley & Dorsky earlier in the day 
and informed O’Keefe that they will be communicating back and forth from here on.  
O’Keefe stated that there are concerns about the road being widened and who people should 
talk to in regards to that. Ashey stated that residents with concerns can speak with her. Road 
Commissioner Amon Morse explained that the only section that is going to be widened is the 
bridge area and it would be brought into alignment with the road. 
Chairperson Denise Lindahl updated O’Keefe on mooring fee increases. Lindahl explained that 
there would be a 25% increase across the board with resident fees going up to $25.00 and non-
resident fees going up to $125.00.   
  
Roads & Bridges: 
 Bore Testing: 

Ashey stated that the Gartley & Dorsky would be performing bore testing on Nebraska Road 
this week and they are supposed to keep the road passable.  
 Ice Storm Clean Up: 
Ashey notified the Board that she had received a notice from Farley & Son Landscaping stating 
they were offering discounted rates for tree work that would include labor and a bucket truck. 
Morse stated that, unless a project like that goes out to bid, there would be no way of knowing 
what a good rate would be. The Board agreed not to act of the notice from Farley & Son at this 
time.  
 Park Row: 
Ashey updated the Board with information she had acquired concerning Park Row. She 
explained that the topic had come up last year at about the same time and in reviewing the 
minutes of the Select Board meeting in February of last year she found that Park Row is in fact a 
road that the Village Corporation should maintain. She stated that she will remind the Village of 
that so they can make necessary arrangements for next year.  
 Winter Roads:  
Chairperson Denise Lindahl mentioned conversations she had with Scott Pelletier of Pelletier & 
Daughters regarding the recent bid awards for the Winter Roads and Parking Lot Plowing 
contracts. She stated that he believes he may be the only contractor that bid accurately 
according to the specs. He voiced concerns about other contractors not taking into 
consideration the fact that they would need to supply their own salt/sand for the Parking Lot 
contract. When Lindahl asked Pelletier what he thought needed to be done Pelletier told 
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Lindahl he thought the Board should consider re-bidding the Parking Lot Plowing contract. She 
stated she informed him the Board would discuss it at this meeting.  
Ashey mentioned that Pelletier did not know that the Road Commissioner and the Patterson’s 
were related. The Patterson’s are the owners of MOPA which is the contractor that was 
awarded the bids. Board members Mark Humphreys and Drexell White stated that they were 
not aware of that either. Morse stated that it is not his decision as to who is awarded contracts, 
it is a Board determination. Ashey explained that one of the Board members had asked Morse 
his opinion which was taken as a recommendation by Pelletier. The Board agreed that they did 
not see Morse’s feedback as an endorsement. Morse reminded the Board that Pelletier was the 
highest bidder on both contracts. Ashey stated that Pelletier felt as though he was accurate 
based on the specs provided. Lindahl added that Pelletier reminded her that the plowing 
season had been extended by a month as well which was also a reason for the increase.  
The Board asked Ashey to speak with the Patterson’s about the actual projected cost of 
supplying their own salt/sand for the parking lots and Nebraska Road and see if they want to 
withdraw their bid or if they did in fact take the materials into consideration when submitting 
the bid. Ashey stated she would report back at the next Board meeting.  
 

Dangerous Building: 
Ashey informed the Board that Code Enforcement Officers John Larson and Toupie Rooney met 
with an agent from the Bank of New York Mellon that holds the mortgage on the High Street 
property so that the bank may secure the house. The agent was supposed to remove branches 
from trees that posed a threat to the structure and abutting properties.  
Ashey also stated Town Attorney Kristin Collins has advised her that the Town should anticipate 
what the cost of tearing down the house would be and to budget for it, as the bank may not 
take possession of it in its current state. Ashey had asked Josh Wellman of DM&J Waste 
Management, INC if he would be able to provide the Town with an estimate for demolition. 
Wellman told Ashey the property would be difficult to access as it is on a steep and narrow 
incline. He added that access from the back of the property did not look promising, but he 
would get back to her with a rough quote. Ashey expressed the concern of some materials or 
debris rolling down the hill toward High Street or falling onto abutting property. Ashey 
reminded the Board that if the Town does have to front the funds to have the building removed 
a lien may be placed upon the property and the Town would recoup the expense when or if the 
property is transferred.  
 

Assessing Contract: 
RJD Appraisal had been awarded the Assessing Contract at the February 24, 2014 meeting. 
Ashey provided the Board with a copy of the contract requiring their signatures. The Board 
signed the contract.  
 

Fire Truck Replacement Fund: 
Ashey informed the Board that one of the tankers that had been replaced had been sold. She 
told the Board that the Fire Department had requested that the funds be placed in the Fire 
Truck Replacement Fund. Ashey explained that the funds for the newer tankers came from that 
account. Finance Director Vicki Eugley stated that the two tankers that were replaced had been 
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owned by Northport Fire Dept., Inc. The Board agreed to deposit the funds from selling the old 
tanker into the replacement fund.  
 

Generator Specs: 
Ashey spoke to the Board regarding information that Mike Alley had gathered for a generator 
that will support the Beech Hill Fire Station and Town Office. She explained that Alley requested 
an estimate on what he thought would serve the Town well. White asked if any figures had 
been gathered for site work including specs on a pad. White also stated that steps need to be 
taken to ensure no electrical equipment would be damaged from a surge when the generator 
fired up. Humphreys suggested that a yearly service should be included in the specs as well.  
Eugley stated that Alley estimated the total cost with the site work to be around $20,000.00. 
She told the Board that she would get more information regarding the pad and surge 
protection.  
 

Animal Control Officer: 
Ashey informed the Board that Animal Control Officer Heidi Blood would be away on vacation 
from March 17th to the 27th and any complaints would have to be forwarded to Deputy Animal 
Control Officer Herman Littlefield.  
 

Searsport Dredging: 
Ashey notified the Board that there would be an informational meeting regarding the dredging 
of Searsport Harbor at the Hutchinson Center on March 26th from 12:30 to 2:30p.m.  
 

Mooring Program: 
Harbor Master Lora Mills had asked Ashey to express to the Board her desire to get a mooring 
program and put it to use before mooring billing this year. Mills stated that she would be 
talking to representatives about programs at the Harbor Master Conference and will report 
back to the Board at the next meeting.  
 

Withdrawal Committee Update: 
Mark Humphreys gave a report on the progress of the Northport Withdrawal Committee. He 
stated that he had spoken with Gerald Reid about possibly looking at financial information for 
the committee. Humphreys stated that Reid respectfully declined explaining that he would not 
be able to commit to the task but he would be willing to review the proposed budget with the 
committee. Reid did ask Humphreys who would be in charge of the finances if it were a Town 
run school; Humphreys stated that he did not know if the school union that Northport signs on 
with would have someone or if the responsibility falls to the Town. Eugley told Humphreys that 
the Town would have a designated person.  
Ashey had been following leads and contacting people in an effort to find someone to do an 
audit. Ashey stated that Jack Turcotte had been recommended by Michelle Beal and she 
(Ashey) had left a message for him. Ashey added that she believes he may be associated with 
Planning Decisions, which is doing the audit for Belfast.  
Michelle Beal had also told Ashey that the Department of Education has figures for subsidies 
and essential programs that committees can get and that auditors will need. 
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Minutes: 
The Board reviewed the minutes of the February 24, 2014 meeting.  
 

Under motion by Board member Mark Humphreys and second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl 
the Board voted 3-0 to approve the minutes as amended.  
 

Mooring Fee: 
The Board discussed the mooring fee increase of 25%, as recommended by the Harbor 
Committee.  
 

Under motion by Board member Drexell White, second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl the 
Board voted 3-0 to approve the 25% increase to the mooring fees starting with the 2014 
season.  
 

Warrants: 
Finance Director Vicki Eugley presented the Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants to the 
Board for review and approval.  
 
The Board reviewed and approved the warrants.  
 

Executive Session: 
Under motion by Board member Drexell White, second by Board member Mark Humphreys the 
Board entered into Executive Session per Title 1 M.R.S.A. §405(6) (C) for a Land Use 
Enforcement matter at 8:05p.m. 
 

Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Board member Mark Humphreys the 
Board exited Executive Session at 8:30p.m. 
 

No decisions resulted from Executive Session.  
 
Under motion by Board Member Drexell White, second by Board member Mark Humphreys the 
Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 8:30p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 
 
 
 


