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SELECT BOARD MEETING  
JULY 14, 2014 

 

Present: Board Member Mark Humphreys, Board Member Denise Lindahl, Chairman Drexell 
White, Town Administrator Barbara Ashey, Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker, Finance Director Vicki 
Eugley, Road Commissioner Amon Morse, and members of the public Dan Small, Jack Driscoll, 
Nancy Driscoll, Tom Peacock and Frank Muller.  
 

Dangerous Building Update: 
Chairman Drexell White asked Town Administrator Barbara Ashey for an update on the 
progress of addressing the conditions and concerns with the 245 Shore Road property. Ashey 
stated that Town Attorney William Kelly did speak with Marilyn D’Agostino, representative of 
Gregory D’Agostino by way of Power of Attorney, who is willing to sign a consent agreement 
with the Town in an effort to get the property cleaned up. Ashey noted that Ms. D’Agostino was 
not present for the scheduled public hearing. 
Ashey stated that the agreement being drafted by Kelly includes a completion date certain as 
well as penalty for failing to comply which includes being liable for attorney fees associated 
with the property. Kelly told Ashey that he would like the Board to schedule a Public Hearing 
sometime within the next week at which Ms. D’Agostino can sign the completed agreement. 
Chairman White asked if Ms. D’Agostino would be staying in the area for the next week; Ashey 
stated that she is here currently and that she believed Ms. D’Agostino would be here next week 
as well.  
White asked if Kelly planned on including soil stabilization in the agreement; Ashey stated that 
she would find out and ask that it be included.  
Abutting property owner Jack Driscoll spoke to the Board about subsurface soil concerns he 
has. Driscoll stated that there was a 55 gallon drum buried on the lot to serve as a disposal 
system which to his knowledge had never been serviced. Driscoll asked the Board that a 
subsurface inspection be done on the property. White explained to Driscoll that the Board can 
only act on matters surrounding the dangerous building as a result of the fire in December and 
any other concerns not directly related to that fire would have to be addressed through the 
Code Enforcement Office.  
Driscoll informed the Board that there are 4 or 5 trees that need to be removed as part of the 
agreement because they are in danger of falling down; adding that the Code Enforcement 
Officer (CEO) has acknowledged the conditions of the trees.  
Tom Peacock, another abutting property owner, thanked the Board for pursuing the matter. He 
stated that he would like a set date for completion in the agreement as neighboring property 
values are being impacted and that the date certain should be before the start of winter. Frank 
Muller, also an abutting property owner informed the Board that he does have his house on the 
market and the conditions at 245 Shore Road are impacting the sale.  
Resident Dan Small asked the Board if Ms. D’Agostino signs the agreement if that would mean 
the Town would not have to pay to have the property secured. Ashey informed Small that as 
long as Ms. D’Agostino complies with the agreement through to completion the Town would 
not have an obligation. Ashey also explained that should the Town have to get involved it would 
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first have to have the structure deemed a ‘Dangerous Building’ which would then allow the 
Town to pursue the matter and attach a lien to the property for expenses incurred.  
 

Under motion by Chairman Drexell White, second by Board Member Mark Humphreys, the 
Board voted 3-0 to cancel the Public Hearing regarding the dangerous building at 245 Shore 
Road Map U12 Lot 21.  
 

Ashey stated that once the Board has set a date for another hearing she will post it on the Town 
website. The Board directed Ashey to proceed with noticing as needed when a date is set. 
White expressed, to the abutting property owners, his appreciation for their continued 
patience and understanding while the Board seeks a resolve.  
 

Northport Village Corp.: 
Northport Village Overseer Maureen O’Keefe and Bayside resident Tim Samway attended the 
meeting. Samway informed the Board that the annual meeting for the Village will be August 12, 
2014 at 6:30p.m. and invited the Board to attend. Samway also spoke to the Board about the 
dedication of the Bluff Road Fire Station on Sunday August 17, 2014. He explained that the 
Village will be dedicating the building to the late William Paige and would like to know if a 
representative from the Board of Selectmen would speak on behalf of the Town. Samway asked 
the Board to forward the invitation to the Fire Department as well.  
 

O’Keefe spoke to the Board about the proposed Road Opening Policy. She stated that Bill Paige 
and Dick McIlhaney have some input and she had expected Paige to attend the meeting to 
discuss the policy. White told O’Keefe to have Paige forward his recommendations, adding that 
the policy is still a work in progress.  
 

O’Keefe told the Board that this would be her last time before them as an Overseer. She 
explained that she is not seeking re-election at the annual meeting. The Board thanked O’Keefe 
for her service to the Northport Village and the Town.  
  
Roads & Bridges: 
Chairman White asked Road Commissioner Amon Morse how the roads faired with the recent 
heavy rains. Morse stated that they had held up well. He added that Bluff Road needs to be 
ditched and more gravel brought in. Morse stated that he would also like to discuss the plan for 
Nelson Drive with the person that has done work there recently; White told Morse that the 
Town Administrator should go with him.  
 

White asked Morse if the power and entrance plans for the George Street property have been 
figured out, Morse replied that he was waiting to hear from Central Maine Power (CMP). Town 
Clerk Jeanine Tucker stated she had received a pole permit application from CMP for that area, 
but she could not figure out exactly where the site was supposed to be. The Board and Morse 
reviewed the application and were not able to determine the location either. Morse told the 
Board that the pole would have to go in the Town right-of-way because there is no other place 
that a pole could be set. The Board asked Tucker to see if she could get more info from CMP as 
to the exact proposed location and to report back at the next meeting.  
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White asked Morse to draft a work list to bring to the next meeting, Morse said that he would 
and that he will include the Flanders Road extension as well.  White asked Morse to also include 
crack sealing if he were considering that this year. White added that they would need to start 
looking at a plan for Shore Road.  
 

Ashey asked Morse if he had an opportunity to look into removing a tree on the Bluff Road. 
Morse stated that he did look at the complaint that was received on July 12th. He told the Board 
that the tree is too large for him to take care of and the $650.00 quote received with the 
complaint seems reasonable. He informed the Board that the roots are compromised and it 
does need to come down.  
 

Under motion by Board Member Mark Humphreys, second by Board Member Denise Lindahl, 
the Board voted 3-0 to have the tree removed.  
 

Public Hearing for General Assistance Policy: 
Chairman White opened the meeting to a Public Hearing for the purpose of accepting changes 
to the General Assistance income guidelines at 6:48p.m. 
Town Administrator Barbara Ashey explained that the hearing is a formality, required by State 
statute, in order to accept State changes to the General Assistance program. She continued by 
stating that the changes are increases in the maximum income levels of approximately $10.00 
per month. Ashey told the Board that they need to sign an agreement accepting the changes 
and acknowledging they held a public hearing on the matter. The Board accepted the changes 
and signed the document.  
 

Chairman White closed the hearing at 6:51p.m. 
 

Under motion by Board Member Mark Humphreys, second by Board Member Denise Lindahl, 
the Board voted 3-0 to accept the changes and sign the document.  
 

High Street Dangerous Building: 
Town Administrator Barbara Ashey updated the Board on the inspection that CES had done on 
the High Street building, which included samples for asbestos testing. Ashey stated that the 
company had done this even though the Code Enforcement Officer could declare the site safe. 
Lindahl stated that the engineering firm should have contacted the Town Administrator prior to 
CES testing the materials as the Board was clear that the Code Enforcement Officer had the 
authority to sign off on the site. White added that testing was only to be done if it were 
necessary. Ashey explained that according to information provided to her, by Will Gartley of 
Gartley & Dorsky Engineering; the firm contracted by the Town to oversee the work; CES had 
found questionable materials and had to test them to see if they were friable materials. She 
added that all the materials tested came back as safe.  
Ashey told the Board that Bill Lane will be drafting a plan for the site that he will forward to 
contractors and do site visits with them if any are interested in the project.  
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Local Road Assistance Program:  
Ashey presented the Board with a document for the Local Roads Assistance Program that 
requires their signatures. She stated that the Town will receive $34,280.00 from the State next 
year and that she has to forward evidence of how the funds received last year were spent to 
verify that the money did not exceed the Towns need. Ashey informed the Board that the 
$34,000.00 in funds was applied to the Hart Road project.  
 

Searsport Household Hazardous Waste Day: 
Ashey asked the Board if they would like her to find out if Searsport would consider allowing 
the Town of Northport to participate in the Household Hazardous Waste Day they are 
scheduling in the fall. The Board agreed to allow Ashey to contact Searsport to find out if 
including Northport would be an option.  
 

Maine Municipal Association Annual Elections: 
Ashey had received the annual ballot for election of Executive Committee Members and 
Legislative Members. She informed the Board that they could grant her the authority to cast 
the ballot for Executive members, but they have to act on the Legislative members. The Board 
authorized Ashey to complete the ballot for the Executive members. The Board reviewed the 
candidates for the Legislative members and cast their vote.  
 

Saturday Cove Project: 
Ashey told the Board that Maine Coast Marine would be meeting with Harbor Master Lora Mills 
and a representative from Gartley & Dorsky later in the week to do a walk through. She stated 
that the company believes it may take a couple of months to complete the marine portion of 
the project.  
 

Citizen Concerns: 
Deborah Tonner, a resident of the Saturday Cove area, came before the Board to ask what the 
options and procedure would be for advocating the best interest of property owners in her area 
in regards to proposed developing. She explained that she is asking because of a plan that is 
apparently in the works but has not been through the application process yet.  
Tonner continued by stating that there are concerns about water runoff from the site and how 
there was no base line for runoff prior to the property owner started cutting trees. She added 
that she would like to follow proper channels and wants to understand who she would talk to 
at each level of concern.  
White explained that the Select Board appoints members to the Planning Board and Zoning 
Board of Appeals, but does not have oversight of the proceedings. He explained that any 
appeals of Planning Board decisions would be heard by the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) and 
any appeals to ZBA decisions would be heard by the court system. Tonner asked if there were 
ever any appeals to ZBA decisions; White replied that there have been although not frequently.  
 

Town Clerk: 
 Delinquent Tax Accounts: 
Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker spoke to the Board regarding real estate properties facing 
foreclosure. She explained that she had met with Town Attorney Bill Kelly to discuss the process 
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of finalizing the process and drafting a final reminder letter prior to the August first deadline. 
She provided a copy of the final notice that included what steps will be taken after August 1, 
2014 should the taxes remain unpaid. Tucker informed the Board that these letters had been 
mailed out the previous week to all property owners affected.  
 Tucker also provided the Board with discharges requiring their signatures. The Board signed 
the discharges.  
 

Finance Director:  
Finance Director Vicki Eugley presented Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants for review and 
approval.  
The Board reviewed and signed the warrants as presented.  
 

Eugley also provided the Board with year-end balance reports and explained that the totals 
listed are preliminary and may be adjusted after the annual audit.  
Lindahl asked Eugley if she had an update from the First Responders on the repair of the rescue 
unit. Eugley stated that the unit has been taken to Diesel of Maine, but they cannot start 
working on it until later in the month.  
 

Ashey informed the Board that the agents from RJD Appraisals are scheduled to arrive in the 
morning to review and run numbers for the upcoming tax commitment. Board member Mark 
Humphreys stated that he would tell the Withdrawal Committee to have an info sheet ready so 
that it may be mailed out with the tax bills.  
 

Withdrawal Committee: 
Humphreys spoke on the progress of the Withdrawal Committee. He stated that the RSU 20 
School Board would be reviewing the proposed withdrawal agreement later in the week and 
the Withdrawal Committee had already signed it. Humphreys said that the next phase is to 
educate the public with accurate information and the goals of the committee ahead of the 
November vote.  
 

Transfer Station Shed: 
Ashey informed the Board that the new shed for the attendants at the Transfer Station is in 
place and that it is in need of a few finishing touches. Ashey stated that the building is not 
insulated and will need sheet rock work done as well. She added that the windows needed to 
be caulked as well. Ashey told the Board she would contact Maine Energy about heating 
options.  
 

Generator: 
Ashey told the Board that B&R Electric has started the site work for the generator that will 
supply the Town Office and Beech Hill Fire Station with power during an outage. She stated that 
they will be picking up and delivering the generator soon.  
 

Welcome to Northport Signs: 
Humphreys asked about the possibility of re-doing the ‘Welcome to Northport’ signs on Route 
1. He suggested that maybe someone would be willing to start up a campaign to replace the 
existing signs.  
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Salt/Sand Shed: 
The Board asked Ashey to send notice to Robert Patterson informing him that he must remove 
the plow truck sitting at the Salt/Sand shed on Route 1.  
 

Executive Session: 
 
Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl the 
Board entered into Executive Session to review and discuss a Poverty Abatement, pursuant to 1 
M.R.S.A. §405(6)(F), at 7:40 p.m. 
 
Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Board member Mark Humphreys the 
Board exited Executive Session at 7:50 p.m. 
 
The Board directed Town Administrator Barbara Ashey to contact the County Commissioners 
office for direction. 
 
Under motion by Board member Drexell White second by Chairperson Denise Lindahl the 
Board scheduled a Public Hearing date of July 24, 2014 at 4 p.m. for the D’Agostino Dangerous 
Building.  
 
Under motion by Chairman Drexell White, second by Board Member Mark Humphreys, the 
Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 8:12p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 
 


