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SELECT BOARD MEETING 
AUGUST 25, 2014 

 

Present: Chairman Drexell White; Board Member Mark Humphreys; Board Member Denise 
Lindahl; Town Administrator Barbara Ashey; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Finance Director Vicki 
Eugley; Road Commissioner Amon Morse; E9-1-1 Addressing Agent C. Toupie Rooney and BJ 
Grindle of Maine Coast Marine.  
  

E-911: 
In following up on a concern/complaint from the August 11th meeting Chairman Drexell White 
asked E9-1-1 Addressing Agent Toupie Rooney to explain the process when assigning street 
numbers to property owners. Rooney explained that the addressing of Stone Drive, the area 
which the complaint was about, had been assigned addresses by original lot numbers rather 
than by the correct sequential numbering system. She stated that the only lots that were 
numbered correctly were lots 4 and 40. She provided the Board with a copy of a Google Earth 
map and showed them each lot, what the incorrect numbers were and what the corrected 
numbers are. Rooney said that she had tried to make the impact as minimal as possible while 
following the Addressing Ordinance and the manual.  
Board member Denise Lindahl asked Rooney how many addresses she had to correct on Stone 
Drive; Rooney replied that there were five that were corrected. Board member Mark 
Humphreys asked, other than the resident at the end of Stone Drive, how many residents on 
Stone Drive had contacted her about the change. Rooney stated that she had only heard from 
one other resident. She told the Board that she fully understands the concern people have 
surrounding mail delivery, but when it comes to an emergency responders look for house 
numbers. She continued by explaining EMS personnel look for numbers that continue in order 
and having to drive up and down a street several times in an attempt to locate the correct 
location delays response time.  
Lindahl asked Rooney when she reports the changes to 9-1-1 and the Postal Service; Rooney 
replied that the notification is done almost immediately and that she has already done so for 
Stone Drive. Rooney informed the Board that she did forward a letter to the complainant that 
explained the numbering process and that she had requested the placement of orange flags at 
the end of the driveway if they are refusing to change their house number.  
 

Under motion by Chairman White, second by Board member Denise Lindahl the Board voted 3-
0 that the address changes made by the Northport Addressing Officer are consistent with the 
requirements of the Northport 9-1-1 Ordinance and State Law, and are made on the interest of 
public safety and that those decisions by the E9-1-1 Addressing Officer stand.  
 

White asked Town Administrator Barbara Ashey to please send a letter to the complainant 
about the Boards decision.  
 

Saturday Cove SHIP Grant: 
Ashey informed the Board that the Town of Northport will not have SHIP Grant funds until July 
of 2015. She added that in speaking with Fred Michaud with the Small Harbor Improvement 
Program in the Maine Department of Transportation that there is no 100% guarantee the funds 
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will be available as there is the possibility that grant funds may not even be appropriated next 
year.  
Michaud is looking into the process that the Town will have to follow next year and believes the 
specs from the existing plan can be submitted to the State so the State Engineer can review 
them. Ashey stated that the State Engineer would have the final say in the plan. Michaud had 
also stated that prior to any work a contract would have to be signed with the State. Lindahl 
asked Ashey if the Town would have to go through the application process all over again; Ashey 
replied that the bid process will not have to be repeated especially since the current 
contractors are still willing to do the project. Lindahl asked if the contractors are willing to do 
the project next year for the same bid amount; Ashey stated that they do not know yet what 
market prices will be and they cannot guarantee the cost a year from now.  
Ashey stated that Mid Coast Marine is concerned about their September schedule due to the 
postponement.  
White told Ashey that it needs to be put in writing what the process will be from this day 
forward and that there is no guarantee from the State that Northport will receive any State 
Grant funding and to start a schedule for finalizing the project. White updated BJ Grindle of 
Maine Coast Marine of the status thus far, as he was present at the meeting. Grindle 
acknowledged that he understood and requested that a ‘Change Order’ be allowed in the event 
that there are increases to market pricing next year. White agreed that it is a reasonable 
request.  
Grindle added that he has been in contact with the representative from Farley & Son, since they 
have the contract to do the abutment, and discussed removal of the existing pilings. He 
concluded that neither of them are responsible for their removal. White stated that the Town 
could have them removed prior to the project start. Grindle stated that his company could pull 
them, when they start work, if they are in the way. White told Grindle that they can re-assess in 
the spring and that the Town has every intention of honoring the contract.  
Grindle asked what the outlook for funding is; White replied that it is the understanding that 
Northport is on top of the list should State funds be approved by the State budget. Ashey 
informed Grindle that the Town does not have to reapply for the next round of grants; the 
current application should carry forward. Grindle voiced concerns that Farley may not 
understand the timeline and asked when the funds would be appropriated. Lindahl told him 
that often times the State budget is not finalized until June. White added that the Town would 
not be able to start anything until there is a signed contract with the State.  
 

Roads & Bridges: 
 Flanders Road: 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse informed the Board that he had spoken with the property 
owner on Flanders Road about when he was planning construction. According to Morse the 
property owner does not have immediate construction plans. Morse stated that he believes the 
Flanders Road work can wait. White asked Morse to have Flanders Road specs ready for the 
next meeting.  
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Park Street: 

Tucker forwarded a complaint she received regarding a large pothole on Park Street. Morse 
stated that he would be having work done on the Nealey Road and would have Park Street 
fixed at the same time.  
 Crack Sealing: 
Morse asked the Board if they wanted crack sealing done this fall; White replied that Morse 
should have it done whenever he can get someone scheduled.  
 Sand Bids: 
Morse told the Board that he would like to have the sand bid include 2,000 yards of sand this 
year. Morse stated that the shed would handle the increased volume as it is rated for 3,000 
yards.  
 Miscellaneous: 
Morse informed the Board that Dig Safe had approved the removal of rocks in the Nebraska 
Road; a wash out on Prescott Hill Road has been fixed and a culvert replacement at 411 Shore 
Road should take place this week.  
 

Kelly Cove Project: 
White asked Ashey what the status is of the Kelly Cove project; Ashey stated that bids are due 
to Gartley & Dorsky on Thursday for review at the September 8th meeting and work would start 
on September 15th and be completed no later than November 14, 2014. Ashey stated that she 
had spoken with Mitch Brown, Transportation Director at RSU #20, about the project in the 
event that busing would be affected.  
 

Dangerous Buildings: 
 Shore Road: 
Ashey told the Board that Marilyn D’Agostino had sent an e-mail to Town Attorney William 
Kelly regarding difficulty in finding a contractor to remove the dangerous building at 245 Shore 
Road before August 31, 2014. Kelly told Ashey that it is not the Towns responsibility to assist 
the property owner in meeting the requirements of the signed agreement and the Town should 
not interfere. White asked Ashey if Kelly was affirming that the signed order stands; Ashey 
stated that he is.  

High Street: 
Ashey updated the Board on the progress Town Attorney Kristin Collins has made with the Bank 
of New York Mellon, since they have foreclosed on the property. Ashey stated that the bank 
was supposed to report back to Collins by Friday about results from re-bidding the demolition. 
The bank had rejected all of the bids from the first round claiming that they were too high. 
According to information Collins provided Ashey the demolition should start in September and 
the bank has ten days to pick a contractor.  
 

Community Development Block Grant: 
Ashey spoke to the Board about the Swans Island Blanket Community Development Block 
Grant. She stated that Bill Laurita had not done a drawdown from the account since February. 
She continued by explaining that the grant states that the company needs to hire 9 new full 
time employees by December 2014. Ashey had contacted Laurita to find out what the status of 
compliance is and asked if he needed to draw down additional funds. Laurita told Ashey that he 
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was having a difficult time finding new hires to fill the positions and that he is still looking. 
Ashey added that Laurita could ask for a six month extension to meet the hiring requirement, 
which would bring the closure date to June 2015. She stated that the Grant Office will meet 
with him and then come discuss matters with her and Finance Director Vicki Eugley.  
 

Beech Hill Road & Route 1 Traffic Concerns: 
Ashey informed the Board that she still has not received a letter from the Planning Board 
regarding traffic concerns on Beech Hill Road and Route 1.  
 

Withdrawal Update: 
Mark Humphreys stated that Kristin Collins will be dropping off a copy of the withdrawal 
agreement, signed by the RSU #20 Board of Directors, for the Withdrawal Committee to 
countersign when they meet Thursday. Humphreys added that the RSU will hold a hearing on 
September 2nd at the Drinkwater School and the Withdrawal Committee will host an 
informational meeting on September 18th at the same location.  
White asked Humphreys if the committee has considered mailing an informational piece to 
Northport residents prior to the meetings; Humphreys stated that they have and that they will 
discuss it more detail at Thursday’s meeting.  
The Board discussed the process of electing Directors for a Northport School Board. Ashey 
informed them that only three members may be elected initially, but at Annual Town Meeting 
the number can be increased to five. White suggested that the Select Board contemplate 
creating an ‘ad hoc’ committee to do much of the ground work between the November 4th 
election and the election of Directors, should the withdrawal be approved.  
 

Maine Municipal Cyber Insurance:  
Tucker provided the Board with information she received from Maine Municipal Association 
about a new policy they are offering, at no cost, to cover municipalities in the event of a cyber 
or data breach. The Board reviewed the information.  
 

Under motion by Board Member Mark Humphreys, second by Board Member Denise Lindahl, 
the Board voted 3-0 to add the coverage to the Towns policy.  
 

Tax Liens & Discharges: 
Tucker presented the Board with lien discharges and transfer tax forms they needed to sign 
releasing properties back to the owners. These documents were for properties that were facing 
foreclosure due to the lien maturity process. The Board signed the documents.  
Tucker informed the Board that she would be filing 100 liens for 2013 taxes that have not been 
paid in full.  
 

Pesticide Collection:  
Ashey told the Board about an obsolete pesticide collection that individuals would have to 
register for independently. She stated that she has posted the notice in the lobby and on the 
Town website.  
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Road & Street Opening Policy:  
Ashey informed the Board that she had sent Dick McElhaney, of the Belfast Water District, a 
letter thanking him for his input on the Road Opening Policy and asked him to forward any 
concerns or additional input directly to her.  
 

Accounts Payable & Payroll Warrants: 
Eugley presented the Board with the Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants for review and 
approval. The Board reviewed and signed the warrants as presented.  
 

Minutes:  
Ashey provided the Board with a draft copy of the August 11th minutes for review. The Board 
reviewed the minutes.  
 

Under motion by Board Member Denise Lindahl, second by Board Member Mark Humphreys 
the Board voted 3-0 to approve the minutes as corrected.  
 

Under motion by Board Member Mark Humphreys, second by Board Member Denise Lindahl, 
the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 8:04p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 
 


