
Page 1 of 6 
 

SELECTBOARD MEETING  
SEPTEMBER 22, 2014 

 

Present: Chairman Drexell White; Board Member Denise Lindahl; Board Member Mark 
Humphreys; Town Administrator Barbara Ashey; Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker; Finance Director 
Vicki Eugley; Road Commissioner Amon Morse; Residents from the Saturday Cove 
Neighborhood Rebecca Elwell; Norbert & Barbara Nathanson; Deborah Tonner; Charles 
Newman; Tangie Abercrombie; Galan & Tracy Rackliffe; Sara Wood; Michael Marshall; Kevin 
Hall and Johanna Peterson.  
 

Citizens’ Concerns: 
Chairman Drexell White stated that the Board had received a letter dated September 19th, that 
the Board will review later in the meeting, requesting a moratorium on developments. He 
asked that anyone who wanted to comment regarding the letter to please limit statements to a 
couple of minutes and to please understand that there will not be a resolution of the matter 
tonight.   
Deborah Tonner stated that the primary concern shared by the neighborhood is the timeline if 
an application is presented for the October Planning Board meeting for the Shaw Brook 
Development. She explained that lighting and sound protections may not be properly 
addressed under the current ordinance and asked the Board how the community would best 
proceed to protect their interests.  
White stated that the Board could take a look at the ins and outs of Special Town Meetings and 
timing. He added that the Board recognizes their concerns and they will do what it can to 
address and process concerns. Tonner told the Board that basic sound and light ordinances can 
be enacted for new major commercial development.  
Board Member Denise Lindahl explained that the Board is not allowed, by law, to discuss items 
outside of a regularly scheduled meeting. She continued by informing the concerned residents 
about the steps that must be followed in order to call a Special Town meeting, including holding 
a public hearing for proposed ordinances or moratoriums. Lindahl asked those present if 
anyone would be willing to serve on any of the committees that are inactive or have vacancies. 
Deborah Tonner, Norbert Nathanson, Johanna Peterson and Tangie Abercrombie each stated 
that they would be willing to serve in some capacity.  
Kevin Hall stated that he had not participated in drafting the letter to the Board, but had the 
understanding that the main focus was for the Board to impose, or implement through a 
citizens initiative, a moratorium on new commercial development permitting until the 
Comprehensive Planning Committee can reconvene. Hall continued by explaining what is felt to 
be a need to look more closely at ordinances and to fill committees as ordinances designate. He 
acknowledged that a moratorium is only for six month intervals. He stated that the future of 
Northport to be attractive to business is important but it is also important to protect what 
residents want while maintaining property values.  
Tonner asked the Board where traffic concerns would be directed; Lindahl stated that they 
would start with the Code Enforcement Officer.  
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White asked the group if anyone had found other communities that have adopted zoning and if 
they had found anything that mentions the types of developments that the Shaw Brook plan 
involves. Michael Marshall told the Board that he had looked at ten surrounding towns and 
found that 80% had something online as to how something like this would be handled. 
Nathanson commented on his experience as a past member of the Northport Land Use 
Committee. He stated that the last revision to the Comprehensive Plan was shot down because 
residents had concerns over zoning.  
The Board heard many concerns, including one where residents felt that a moratorium needs a 
fast track and quick reaction to postpone large commercial applications until the work on 
changes to Land Use and the Comprehensive Plan can be completed. White reminded those 
present that the Board needs to be mindful of the best interests of the Town, as a whole. He 
asked everyone to please provide an e-mail address so that everyone can be included on 
correspondence. Lindahl asked that the Town Administrator be kept in the loop as well as she 
communicates directly with the Board and that she has access to a Managers network where 
she can get input from other municipalities.  
Hall asked the Board if they would like a draft moratorium forwarded to them; the Board 
agreed that if the group would like to present a draft they would review it.  
 

Winter Sand:  
Bids for Winter Sand were opened and reviewed.  
 

Contractor                                Total Bid                   Cost Per Yard 
Farley & Sons $23,000.00          $11.50 
Brad Aitken & Sons Trucking  $20,520.00          $10.26 
 

Under motion by Board Member Denise Lindahl; second by Board Member Mark Humphreys; 
the Board voted 3-0 to award the Winter Sand contract to Brad Aitken & Sons Trucking for 
$20,520.00. 
 

Ditching: 
Bids for ditching and adding gravel to a section of Bluff Road were opened and reviewed.  
 

                 Contractor     Total Bid  Ditching    
T&L Construction $57,900.82 $25820.00 
F.C. Work & Son $72,948.80 $32,248.80 
Farley & Sons $37,722.00* $37,722.00 

*Farley did not include a bid for gravel.  
 

Under motion by Board Member Denise Lindahl; second by Board Member Mark Humphreys; 
the Board voted 3-0 to award the ditching contract, including adding gravel to a section of the 
Bluff Road, to T&L Construction for $57,900.82.  
 

Roads & Bridges: 
 Lower Bluff Road: 
Road Commissioner Amon Morse told the Board that a 700 foot section of Lower Bluff needs to 
be paved and asked if it would be possible to award the project at the next meeting. Town Clerk 
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Jeanine Tucker informed Morse that he would need to have specs in to her first thing in the 
morning so that she can have the notice submitted to the Republican Journal before an 11 a.m. 
deadline.  
 Kelly Cove: 
White asked Ashey when construction would start on the Kelly Cove culvert replacement. 
Ashey stated that Farley & Sons was supposed to start the week prior so she had contacted 
Andrew Hedrich, the project engineer from Gartley & Dorskey, about the delay. Hedrich 
informed Ashey that there has been a delay in construction of the culvert and that it should 
arrive around the 13th of October. He added that the plan will be to close the road from the 13th 
to the 16th for installation. Ashey told the Board that she would contact the School Bus Garage 
as well as Waldo Communications Center and the Northport Village Office to notify them of the 
closure.  
 Patching: 
Morse informed the Board that he would be having a contractor patch potholes around town 
starting with Shore Road. Humphreys reminded Morse about the large hole on Park Street that 
still needs to be addressed; Morse told the Board that he would add that to the work order.  
 Nebraska Road: 
Morse stated that he had Frank Feener remove a couple of rocks from the Nebraska Road. 
White mentioned reviewing the plan for Nebraska Road as he has heard concerns from 
residents about the cost involved with the project.  
 

Dangerous Buildings: 
 High Street: 
Ashey informed the Board that removal of the dangerous building on High Street was complete 
and that the Code Enforcement Officer has inspected and signed off on the site. She added that 
the contractor that performed the demolition had done an amazing job resulting in no damage 
to surrounding properties.  
 Shore Road: 
Ashey told the Board that the structure at 245 Shore Road has been removed and that the 
foundation remains. She stated that James Hanson had entered into a contract with Marilyn 
D’Agostino to remove the structure and that Hanson had provided Ashey with a copy of the 
contract. Ashey added that the foundation was not addressed in the specs of the agreement or 
the contract signed by D’Agostino and Hanson.  
Ashey mentioned that there are concerns about the stability of the foundation and that the 
Code Officer and Town Attorney William Kelly recommend that an engineer take a look at the 
foundation and report back. Ashey said that Will Gartley, of Gartley & Dorsky, would have an 
engineer visit the site and write a recommendation.  
Ashey also mentioned the concerns neighboring property owners have regarding possible soil 
contamination. She stated that soil matters were not included in the agreement either and that 
the statute refers only to the structure, not below or in the ground. White instructed Ashey to 
e-mail the abutters she had received concerns from notifying them to contact the Maine 
Department of Environmental Protection, as the consent agreement had been fulfilled. Lindahl 
added that abutters can have a water test done to establish a baseline and monitor the quality 
periodically. Ashey also informed the Board that Northeast Tree will be looking at the tree on 
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the D’Agostino property to determine whether or not it is a potential hazard and act 
accordingly.  
 

Northport Village Corporation: 
 Representative: 
Ashey informed the Board that the new representative for the Northport Village Corporation, 
John Spritz, intends to attend the October 6th Select Board meeting. She added that he will 
provide advanced notice if he cannot attend that evening. Ashey also spoke to him about 
teleconferences if necessary.  
 Salt/Sand Shed Use: 
Ashey had drafted a Memorandum of Understanding for the Village Overseers to review prior 
to entering into an agreement with the Town regarding permitted use of the Town salt/sand 
garage. She informed the Board that the Overseers had reviewed and signed the memorandum, 
which now required signatures from the Board. Ashey included that Bill Paige will be keeping 
track of what he takes from the stockpile.  
Morse explained that he would have Bill Paige fill from one side of the garage and have the 
Town contractor, Robert Patterson, fill from the other side. 
The Board reviewed and signed the memorandum.   
 

Confidentiality Agreement:  
Ashey presented a Confidentiality Agreement for the board to review and sign. The Board 
reviewed and signed the agreement as presented.  
 

Transfer Station: 
Ashey updated the Board as to the status of getting propane heat in the new shed at the 
Transfer Station. She had been told by Maine Energy that they could install a monitor heater for 
$850.00. White asked that Ashey make sure a carbon monoxide detector and smoke detector 
are installed in the shed as well.   
She did ask Maine Energy about installing and supplying fuel for a large propane tank to 
support the new emergency generator for the Town Office and Fire Station.  She stated that the 
company had told her they do not typically fill these types of tanks as they do not use much 
fuel. The company will provide an estimate, nonetheless.  
 

Abatements Due to Over-assessment: 
Tucker provided the Board with three Assessor Abatements for accounts that were over-
assessed on land value.  
 

Under motion by Chairman Drexell White; second by Board Member Mark Humphreys; the 
Board voted 3-0 on two of the abatements.  
 

Under motion by Chairman Drexell White; second by Board Member Mark Humphreys; the 
Board voted 2-0 on the third abatement with Board Member Denise Lindahl abstaining.  
Minutes:  
Tucker provided the Board with draft minutes from the July 28, 2014 and August 25, 2014 
meetings for review and approval.  
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Under motion by Chairman Drexell White; second by Board Member Mark Humphreys; the 
Board voted 3-0 to approve the minutes as corrected.  
 

Finance Director: 
 Generator Installation: 
Finance Director Vicki Eugley spoke to the Board regarding unexpected overages the electrician 
incurred with installing the emergency generator. She explained that she had received an 
additional bill that put the contractor, Michael Alley, over the approved bid amount and asked 
the Board how they would like to address it.  
The Board agreed to pay the contractor the additional cost as the expense was unforeseen and 
there appeared to be sufficient funds in the account to handle the extra cost.  
 Warrants: 
Eugley provided the Board with Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants for review and 
approval.  
The Board reviewed and approved the warrants as written with the inclusion of the added 
expense to the generator installation.  
  Withdrawal Account Balance: 
Eugley updated the Board on the unexpended balance, to date, of the Withdrawal account. She 
stated that she had just received the invoice for the independent audit, which totaled 
$4,200.00 leaving a balance of $20,220.75 in the account.  The Board discussed sending a bulk 
mailing with accurate information to residents ahead of the vote and public hearing.  
 

Withdrawal Committee Update:  
Humphreys stated that the public hearing hosted by the Withdrawal Committee appeared to go 
well and that some good ideas were presented as a part of the meeting. He added that certain 
members of the committee would like to discuss the tuition details for Northport high school 
students with other high schools, including Camden Hills. White stated that the committee 
members are charged with finding out facts about the withdrawal and that an  
“ad hoc” committee will be formed should the November 4th vote be in the affirmative. He 
added that the Board has not yet decided what authority this new committee will have.    
Humphreys asked the Board if they would like to have the Withdrawal Committee do a 
presentation at the Public Hearing on October 16th; the Board agreed that the Committee 
should be there to present the facts.  
 

Moratorium Discussion: 
The Board briefly discussed pros and cons to a Land Use Moratorium. It was decided that input 
needed to be gathered from the Code Enforcement Officer, the Town Attorney and possibly the 
Planning Board prior to moving forward with any drafting of a moratorium.  
 

Executive Session: 
Under motion by Board member Denise Lindahl; second by Board Member Mark Humphreys; 
the Board entered into Executive Session pursuant to 1 M.R.S.A. § 405 (6)(A) at 8:47p.m. 
 

Under motion by Board Member Mark Humphreys; second by Board Member Denise Lindahl; 
the Board exited Executive Session at 8:57p.m. 
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No decisions resulted from Executive Session.  
 

Under motion by Board Member Mark Humphreys; second by Board Member Denise Lindahl; 
the Board adjourned at 8:58p.m. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 
 
  
 
 
 


