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SELECTBOARD MEETING  
FEBRUARY 22, 2016 

 

Present: Chairman Drexell White, Vice Chair Denise Lindahl, Board Member Mark Humphreys, 
Town Administrator Barbara Ashey, Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker, Finance Director Vicki Eugley, 
Northport Village Representative Paul Nyren, Harbor Committee Member Jeff Schleicher, 
Residents Don Ramsey and Mary Sreda.  
 

Consent Agreement: 
Resident Don Ramsey spoke to the Board about the notice he had been given by the Code 
Officers regarding salvage vehicles and other materials on his property at 10 Hunter Lane. He 
stated that he had cleared a lot of materials off the property in 2012 and 2013. Ramsey cited 
various health issues over the past two years and equipment breakdowns as reasons why the 
items had not been cleaned up. He continued by acknowledging that the Code Officers had told 
him he could sign a Consent Agreement that would allow him until June to clean up as much of 
the materials as possible.  
The Board reviewed the Consent Agreement drafted by Code Officer John Larson and noted 
that Doreen Ramsey needs to sign the document as well. Ramsey asked to read the agreement 
thoroughly prior to signing. Ramsey asked for clarification on “removed” in reference to 
cleaning up the property. White explained that the materials could no longer be on the site. 
Lindahl stated that if materials remain on site Ramsey would still be in violation and he would 
need a Junkyard License. Ramsey refused to sign the agreement claiming that is not what he 
had been told by Larson and said that he has many antiques he intends on keeping and he 
would have to discuss this further with Larson. White suggested that Ramsey meet with the 
Code Officer and come up with a final plan.  
 

Saturday Cove Improvement Project: 
Harbor Committee Member Jeff Schleicher spoke to the Board about concerns he has with the 
Saturday Cove Improvement project and the accessibility of the site during construction. He 
stated that when he had discussed the project with then Harbor Master Lora Mills two years 
ago he had been told that the project was dropped because State funding had been diverted to 
Eastport. He continued by telling the Board that a conversation he had with Mills recently 
indicated that the project is back on and that no one knows about it. Schleicher told the Board 
that there are approximately five fishermen that use Saturday Cove for a living between July 
and November and that he hopes consideration will be taken in to them accessing the area to 
load and off load gear.   
White told Schleicher that there had been public hearings about this project prior to its 
approval at Town Meeting. Lindahl added that the Army Corp of Engineers determines when 
construction can be done and what date it needs to be completed by. White asked Ashey if she 
were aware of when construction would start. Ashey stated that she was not sure of the tide 
schedule, but Farley & Sons could start on the parking lot in May. She added that the erosion 
control measures cannot be started until July 15th and need to be completed by mid-October.  
Schleicher asked what plans had been made to accommodate the fishermen. White asked 
Schleicher when they typically set their gear; Schleicher could not provide an exact date.  
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Schleicher had other questions regarding what will be done with the old floats and details on 
the new floats. Ashey presented a copy of the plan and designs for Schleicher to review. White 
told Schleicher that plans for the old floats had not been decided yet. White reminded 
Schleicher that this plan is for everyone’s benefit and not just the fishermen; Schleicher said he 
understood.  
Nyren asked if it would be possible to have a temporary site set up for the fishermen; 
Schleicher replied stating that Mills had suggested Belfast or Lincolnville. He explained that 
both Belfast and Lincolnville are usually very busy and it wouldn’t work out that easy. 
Humphreys asked if the Harbor Committee reviewed the plans prior to them being finalized; 
Schleicher stated that they had made suggestions that were apparently not taken into 
consideration. Schleicher expressed his appreciation to the Board for allowing him time to 
discuss this and as the project draws closer he would like to see a plan developed. White stated 
that plans could be worked out. White asked Ashey if a representative from Gartley & Dorsky 
would be attending a meeting before construction starts. Ashey stated that Bill Lane should be 
on site when Farley & Son’s starts.  
Schleicher also asked the Board if the Harbor Committee would be involved in the hiring of the 
Harbor Master. White told him the Board would be discussing that later in the meeting.  
 

Northport Village:  
Nyren informed the Board that the Village Overseers had met the day before and had accepted, 
and awarded, the low bid for the Maple Street project to Farley & Son’s. He explained that 
funding had been figured out and the project will commence within ten days of lifting the road 
postings.  
White stated that it was also mentioned in the meeting that Morse should line up a contractor 
to do the street sweeping in early spring so that they are ready to start in early May. White also 
noted that the STOP sign at the end of Sea Street is busted off and needs to be replaced. 
Lindahl noted that the STOP sign at the end of the Nebraska Road is twisted.  
 

Citizens’ Concerns: 
Resident Mary Sreda came before the Board asking for their help in getting her gate repaired. 
Sreda stated that the plowing contractor, Robert Patterson, had broken her gate last winter 
when moving snow back from the road in preparation for another storm. She explained that 
the person operating the tractor had broken the gate off its hinge, and that he had 
acknowledged he had done the damage. She told the Board that she had been told by the 
contractor that they would come re-weld it, but they never showed up. Sreda stated that she 
was told to speak to the Board to see if they could contact Patterson and ask him to address the 
matter. The Board confirmed the location of the gate and Ashey stated that she will contact 
Patterson.  
 

Roads & Bridges:  
Road Commissioner Amon Morse was not able to attend the meeting, but had spoken with 
Ashey earlier in the day and that he had nothing to report.  
Ashey did inform the Board about a letter she had received concerning potholes on Upper Bluff 
Road near the Pound Hill Road intersection. The letter suggested that section of the road be 
paved. Ashey told the Board that she would contact Morse and see if he will fill in the potholes.  
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Town Clerk: 
 Abatement:  
Tucker presented the Board with a deleted real estate account that still had a balance on the 
2013 tax year. Tucker explained that 2013 was the last year the account was billed and that the 
mobile home that was being taxed is no longer on the lot. She asked the Board how they 
wanted to proceed and if they would consider abating the taxes.  
 

Under motion by Humphreys, second by Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to abate the 2013 Real 
Estate taxes based on the fact that the structure is no longer there and the account had been 
deleted. 
 

 Foreclosure Accounts:  
Tucker updated the Board on the status of foreclosure properties. She stated that February 20, 
2016 was the lien maturity date for the 2013 taxes. Tucker told the Board that there are only 
two parcels that still carried a balance on the 2013 Town of Northport taxes. She explained that 
one parcel belongs to the Estate of Paul Trefry, which has yet to be settled, and attempts to 
make contact with the owners of the second parcel have proven unsuccessful.  
Tucker asked the Board how they would like to proceed with the tax acquired process.  
 

Under motion by Humphreys, second by Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to have the Town Clerk 
consult with Town Attorney William Kelly and act on tax acquired property based on his 
recommendation.  
 

Winter Clean Up & Summer Mowing:  
Ashey had drafted a specifications sheet for the winter clean up and summer mowing contracts 
which is up bid this year. Ashey had drafted the contract as a three year term and asked the 
Board to review the proposal. The Board reviewed and approved the specs as amended.  
Ashey stated that the ad will be placed with a submission due date of March 11, 2016 for 
review at the March 14th Board meeting.  
 

Cemetery Maintenance:  
Ashey had also drafted specs for a three year cemetery maintenance contract for the Board to 
review and approve. Ashey explained this bid would be due March 11th as well. The Board 
approved the specs as amended.  
 
PERC/MRC Update:  
Ashey stated that she did not have any new information regarding the Penobscot Energy 
Recovery facility (PERC) and the proposal by Maine Review Committee (MERC) for a new waste 
disposal site. She told the Board that she is waiting to hear back from Pine Tree Waste 
regarding a proposed 4% increase to extend the current contract. The Board questioned the 
impact of a 4% increase and discussed the need to put the contract out to bid instead of 
extending it.  
 

Harbor Master: 
Ashey provided the Board with copies of the three letters of interest that had been submitted 
for the Harbor Master position. The Board discussed including the Harbor Committee on the 
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process and determined it would be a good idea for the committee to interview each candidate 
and make a recommendation to the Board. The Board noted that the annual Harbor Master 
training is typically in early March and the process should be expedited. Ashey told the Board 
that she would see if the committee can interview candidates this week and make a 
recommendation for a Special Select Board meeting on Monday February 29th before the 
scheduled budget meeting.  
 

Waldo County Fire Protection Mutual Aid Compact:  
Fire Chief Paul Rooney had forwarded a copy of the Waldo County Fire Protection Mutual Aid 
Compact for the Board to review and sign. Ashey stated that the document requires signatures 
form the Board prior to Rooney returning to Waldo EMA.  
 

Central Maine Power (CMP) Revocable License: 
Ashey told the Board that she had received the signed copy of the CMP Revocable License that 
allows CMP to place poles at the Drinkwater School property. Ashey stated that she has 
forwarded the document to Town Attorney Kelly and Superintendent Lucarelli.  
 

Gartley & Dorsky: 
Shaw Brook Bridge: 

Ashey told the Board that Gartley & Dorsky Engineer Andrew Hedrich updated her with a 
schedule change for the Shaw Brook Bridge time frame. Hedrich had stated that bids would 
now be sought in early April as they are waiting for results from the bore testing.  
 Saturday Cove Improvement Project:  
Ashey informed the Board that she had received a quote of $7,200.00 from Gartley & Dorsky 
for the change order and project oversight. She was told that they had not had an opportunity 
to draft a formal proposal. Ashey told the Board that once she receives the proposal she will 
forward a copy to Maine D.O.T. as they are the administrators for the project.  
 

Land Use Ordinance: 
Ashey asked the Board if they wanted to consider maps and proposals for the Land Use as 
presented by Code Officer Larson. Ashey added that the Comprehensive Plan references a Land 
Use Ordinance. She explained that if the Board wanted to bring the item to Annual Town 
Meeting a public hearing would need to be conducted. White suggested a Land Use committee 
be established and review the proposals prior to putting it out for voter approval.  
Humphreys suggested an announcement be made at Town Meeting that members are needed 
for a Land Use Committee and a Comprehensive Planning Committee.  
 

Finance Director:  
Ashey spoke to the Board about a delayed bill she had received from Gordon Fuller for placing 
and removing the channel markers. Fuller had submitted a bill through Mills and had never 
been paid, in speaking with Eugley it was discovered the invoice had never been forwarded. 
When he spoke with Ashey he told her he is charging $200.00 per year and would settle for two 
years of service.  
 

Under motion by Lindahl, second by Humphreys, the Board voted 3-0 to pay Fuller for two 
years of placing and removing the channel markers with a letter of apology and appreciation.  



Page 5 of 5 
 

 
Minutes: 
Tucker provided the Board with draft minutes of the February 11, 2016 meeting for review and 
approval.  
 

Under motion by Lindahl, second by Humphreys, the Board voted 3-0 to approve the minutes 
as corrected.  
 

Plumbing Issues: 
Ashey informed the Board about recent plumbing issues at Town Hall. She explained that the 
toilet was not flushing properly and in making calls to have someone come fix it office staff was 
told by several plumbers that they will not snake the line. When calls were placed to Moore’s 
Septic staff was told that they would only work on the line from the tank inward. When staff 
called Interstate Septic they were told that they could work on the line from the toilet to the 
tank, but the toilet would have to be removed prior to their arrival. Staff then called a plumber 
who was willing to come first thing Friday morning and would be willing to come back and 
replace the toilet once Interstate Septic had finished.  
Interstate Septic came and sent a snake out 65 feet from the toilet toward the tank and ran 
nearly 15 gallons through the line successfully without issue. Later in the afternoon, after the 
plumber had replaced the toilet, the line backed up again. The plumber recommended staff call 
Moore’s septic as the issue may be at the tank. Moore’s discovered that the line has several 
issues. The biggest issues are that the line is the wrong gauge pipe and the septic line from the 
Fire Station ties into the line from Town Hall and not directly into the tank. It was also 
discovered that the line does not lay flat in the ground; it has warped up and down over the 
years.  
 

Employee Policies & Procedures:  
Ashey presented the Board with draft revisions to the Employee Policies & Practices Policy for 
review. The Board reviewed and had additional recommendations for the policy.  
 

Under motion by Humphreys, second by Lindahl, the Board voted 3-0 to adjourn at 9:07p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 


