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SELECTBOARD MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 11, 2017 6p.m.  

 

Present: Chairman Mark Humphreys, Board Member Shelly Patten, Town Administrator Barbara 
Ashey, Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker, Finance Director Vicki Eugley, Road Commissioner Amon Morse, 
Northport Village Representative Paul Nyren, Residents Don Ramsey and Joy Metcalf, and Village 
Resident Tim Samway. Board Member Drexell White was excused.  
 

Citizen’s Concerns:  
Town Administrator Barbara Ashey told the Board that Laura Dunne would attend the September 25, 
2017 meeting instead and her concern can be struck from this agenda.  
 Food Sovereignty Ordinance: 
Ashey spoke to the Board regarding resident Joy Metcalf’s request that Northport enact a Food 
Sovereignty Ordinance. Ashey explained that ordinance approval would have to go through proper 
steps first. Ashey stated that the State has given approval for such ordinances that will allow farmers to 
sell certain goods to the public as a “Buyer Beware” agreement and such ordinances would not impose 
any liability on municipalities.  
Ashey said she had told Metcalf that the Board was considering moving forward with drafting 
ordinances for marijuana regulation and local food sales, but a timeline had not been set. Chairman 
Mark Humphreys stated that the Board, as well as Vice Chair White who was excused from this 
meeting, will review the suggested ordinance provided by Metcalf before the next meeting.  
 9-11 Remembrance:  
Village Resident Tim Samway asked the Board if they would consider a moment of remembrance for 9-
11. The Board agreed that would be appropriate and called for a moment of silence at 6:14p.m.  
 Ramsey Junkyard Fine:  
Resident Donald Ramsey came before the Board to ask that the Town forgive the fine imposed on him 
for an illegal junkyard. Ramsey told the Board that he had received a letter from Town Attorney Bill 
Kelly stating he must pay $15,100 in fines, as set by the Court per State Statutes. Ramsey added that 
the letter also stated the Town could ‘forgive’ the obligation.   
Ramsey stated that he has been a resident property owner and tax payer for fifty years. He noted 
factors that limited his ability to clean up his property and told the Board that he would appreciate 
them forgiving the fine. Ashey informed Ramsey that the Board would have to deliberate on the 
matter, as well as consult with Attorney Bill Kelly, before providing him with a response. She stated 
that she was not quite sure that Kelly would say there is a waiver option after a determination had 
been reached by the Courts.  
 Chairman Humphreys reminded Ramsey that there was a process that had resulted in the Court action 
and that he, Ramsey, had been provided an opportunity to enter into an agreement with the Town. 
Humphreys also reminded Ramsey that he had refused to sign the agreement.  Ramsey continued 
pleading his case for the waiver by making claims against the Code Officers and commenting on court 
proceedings. Ashey stated that she did not believe re-hashing court proceedings is necessary. She 
reiterated that the Board would have to discuss the request with Town Attorney Kelly, and the soonest 
this could be done would be the September 25, 2017 meeting. Ashey asked Ramsey to contact her the 
week prior to the meeting to make sure there will be a full Board in attendance.  
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Northport Village Corporation:  
Northport Village Representative Paul Nyren told the Board that the Village Police Officer’s last day for 
the season was September 9th. He added that the new speed sign the Overseers purchased is still not 
working properly.  
Nyren provided an update on maintenance being done at the Community Hall. He stated that the 
building will be painted and there are still ten windows to repair/replace.  
Nyren spoke to the Board about fire pits and permitting. He noted seeing Burn Permits on the agenda 
and assumed this would fall into that category. Ashey clarified that the agenda item is in regards to an 
online burn permit program, not about any particular permitting matter.  
Nyren spoke about a Village Ordinance regarding fires/fire pits in the Village area and wanted to know 
who would handle complaints. He added that an answer does not have to be given tonight, that it 
could wait until the next meeting. The Board reviewed the ordinance, dated 2007, that Nyren had 
provided them, and interpreted the document as being an Overseer matter where it is a Village 
ordinance.  
Nyren spoke to Road Commissioner Amon Morse about work a contractor was doing on a property on 
Shore Road. Nyren told Morse that the contractor is ready to speak with him about what he is 
supposed to do regarding ditching and a culvert. Morse stated that the contractor was supposed to call 
him, but he will go down and meet with him in the morning.  
Nyren discussed culvert and ditching at a property near the pump house on Shore Road. He stated that 
there are survey markers designating where the culvert could go. Morse replied that the markers 
seemed too far up the driveway and were beyond the Town right-of-way.  
Nyren asked if the paving would start soon; Morse replied that he needs to contact Pike Industries to 
see when they plan on starting.  
Nyren asked about the shoulder on Bay Street that needs to be fixed. Morse stated that he has David 
Pettee making some other repairs in the area and will have him address that as well.  
Samway asked for clarification on cutting into the road. He wanted to know if that pertained to all 
layers of pavement prior to the final layer of overlay being placed. Morse replied that it just pertains to 
completed paving.  
 

Brush Cutting Bids:  
Chairman Humphreys asked Town Clerk Jeanine Tucker to read into the record bids received for the 
Brush Cutting contract. The results are as follows:  
 

Contractor:  Amount of Bid: 
Barb’s Landscaping $8,850.00 
Lawns R Us $8,300.00 

 

Ashey asked Morse if contractor Basil Littlefield, representing both companies, had spoken with him 
prior to submitting bids. Morse said that he had.  
 

Under motion by Chairman Humphreys, second by Board Member Shelly Patten, the Board voted 2-0 
to award the Brush Cutting contract to Lawns R Us for $8,300.00 
Roads & Bridges:  
                  Winter Sand:  
Morse reported that the winter sand has been put up and mixed with 250 tons of salt, out of the 450 
tons the Town secured with a State contract. He noted that there should still be 200 tons still available 
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in the event that more is needed before the end of the season. Ashey stated that she would confirm 
the ability to get the remaining salt in the future.  
                   Speed Signs:  
Morse stated that he had not had an opportunity to put the speed limit signs up, but he will get it done 
as soon as possible.  
                   New Driveway Culverts on Pound Hill Road: 
Chairman Humphreys asked Morse if he were aware of newly placed culverts on the Pound Hill Road 
for what appeared to be new driveways. Morse replied that driveways would need approval and he 
was not aware of any new requests. He told Humphreys he will look into it.  
                  Driveway Aprons:  
Morse told the Board that there are a few driveway entrances that he needs to address after the 
recent paving. He stated that the drop-off from new tar into the driveway was too much or, in some 
instances, there was too much of an incline. Morse also mentioned the need to fix a large dip in the 
entrance to the school parking lot. He said initially the school had said that they would take care of the 
entrances when they were having paving done, but they only ended up paving the upper parking lot 
instead. Morse said he will have the apron fixed at the same time he has the driveways done.  
                Miscellaneous:  
Morse told the Board that he had cut back the brush in the various areas of concern, with the 
exception of the Nealey Road.  
 

Shaw Brook Bridge:  
Ashey reported that she had made contact with the Maine Department of Transportation Engineer 
(MDOT) about the cracks in the new foundation of the Shaw Brook Bridge. She stated that the 
engineer was willing to go on record as saying the cracking is normal and assured her they do not affect 
the integrity of the structure. When asked if the State would have accepted the situation had this been 
one of their projects the reply was “Yes”.  
Ashey spoke with Town Attorney Bill Kelly about the statements made by the MDOT Engineer. Kelly 
said if the Board is okay with it there is no need to do anything more as there is a Warranty Claim 
recorded and it will stay with the bridge. The Board accepted the findings.  
 

Specs for Floats:  
Ashey told the Board that Harbormaster Gordon Fuller is supposed to be gathering the Harbor 
Committee so they can draft recommendations for the two new floats for Saturday Cove. 
Recommendations and draft specs will be presented to the Board and will state that the project needs 
to be completed over the winter for delivery in the spring.  
 

General Assistance Guidelines:  
Ashey informed the Board that new General Assistance Guidelines were available and required a Public 
Hearing in order for the Board to review and accept them as a part of the Maine Municipal Association 
(MMA) General Assistance (GA) Manual.  
Under motion by Chairman Humphreys, second by Board Member Shelly Patten, the Board voted 2-0 
to enter into Public Hearing for the purpose of reviewing the 2017 General Assistance Guidelines 
incorporated into the MMA GA Manual at 7:01p.m.  
 

No comments were made as a result of the Public Hearing.  
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Under motion by Chairman Humphreys, second by Board Member Shelly Patten, the Board voted 2-0 
to close the Public Hearing for the purpose of reviewing the 2017 General Assistance Guidelines 
incorporated into the MMA GA Manual at 7:02p.m.  
 

Under motion by Chairman Humphreys, second by Board Member Shelly Patten, the Board voted 2-0 
to accept the 2017 General Assistance Guidelines incorporated into the MMA GA Manual at 7:02p.m.  
 

Burn Permits:  
Ashey spoke to the Board about details surrounding the online burn permit site “wardensreport.com”. 
She explained that Fire Chief Paul Rooney signed on with the service, which provides him with an 
immediate text when someone obtains a permit online. Since signing onto the service the Maine 
Forest Service has challenged the legality of the process. This challenge was overturned by the 
Legislature and allowed the site to continue operating.  
Recently the Chief and the site facilitator have received letters stating that the Forest Service will not 
be able to endorse such online systems and recommend obtaining a burn permit by old measures, or 
by accessing the State site and paying a fee.   
Ashey told the Board that Chief Rooney has decided to continue utilizing the wardensreport.com site 
until there is a Statute citing reasons to cease and desist is issued.  
 

Fire Department Open House: 
Ashey told the Board that the Fire Department will host an open house on Saturday October 14, 2017 
from 10a.m. to 2p.m. She stated that they will be serving up a hot dog lunch and handing out free 
smoke detectors while supplies last.  
 

Finance Director:  
Finance Director Vicki Eugley presented the Board with Accounts Payable and Payroll Warrants for 
review and signatures. The Board reviewed the Warrants and signed them as presented.  
 

Eugley spoke to the Board about moving accounts from other banks to The First. She stated that The 
First is offering 1.25% interest on accounts at this time.  
Minutes:  
Tucker presented the Board with draft minutes from the August 28, 2017 meeting for review and 
approval. The Board reviewed the minutes as presented.  
  
Under motion by Chairman Humphreys, second by Board Member Shelly Patten, the Board voted 2-0 
to approve the August 28, 2017 meeting minutes as corrected. 
 

Under motion by Chairman Humphreys, second by Board Member Shelly Patten, the Board voted 2-0 
to adjourn at 7:40p.m. 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
 
 
 
Jeanine Tucker 
Town Clerk 
 
  


