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Town of Northport 

Select Board Meeting 

April 22, 2019 

 

Chairman: Mark Humphreys    Town Administrator: Barbara Ashey 

Vice Chairman: Shelly Patten    Finance Director: Vicki Eugley 

Selectman: Zak Hollingshead    Town Clerk: Amy Eldridge 

 

Present: Mark Humphreys, Shelly Patten, Zak Hollingshead, Barbara Ashey, Vicki Eugley, Amy Eldridge, 

Todd Martin(Drinkwater Principal), Peg long (Drinkwater Superintendent), Mark Lynch (School Board), 

Patricia Wright (Food Pantry), Sandy Wallace (School Board), Vicky Matthews, Michael Lannan, Brenden 

Carey, Amon Morse(Road Commissioner), Luci Milewski (Drinkwater Finance Director). 

Citizen Concerns: Patti Wright from the Northport Food Pantry introduced herself and answered any 

questions as well as provided an overview of what the pantry does and their mission. The pantry is open 

the 3rd Wednesday of every month from 8:00 am to 10:00 am and they make sure no one is turned 

away. She informed the Board and attendees that the pantry is always looking for volunteers and if 

anyone is interested to please contact the Northport Food Pantry at northportfpantry@gmail.com.   

Brenden Carey introduced himself and informed the Board and attendees that he is a Medical Marijuana 

Care Giver for the State and lives in Lincolnville.  He is in the process of buying a property on Upper Bluff 

Road and asked the Board to consider putting an Opt In question on the warrant for the town’s people 

of Northport to vote to approve adult use marijuana.  Barbara A. didn’t think that there was enough 

time to get his request on the warrant. The people of Northport voted in 2016 to not allow adult 

cannabis and in 2018 voted down again another request for adult us marijuana.  Zak H. explained the 

situation of adult use marijuana in Northport as well as explained the Town could approve certain 

elements that would work for the town.  There is currently a medical marijuana shop on Rt. 1 in 

Northport which abides by the rules and regulations of the Town and State. Brenden C. would like to get 

a feeling from the Town to see what views the town’s people have.   Barbara A. mentioned that the 

town could possibly do a straw vote to see if the Town residents would want to accept adult use 

cannabis.   

Nordic Aquafarms: Vicky Mathews reported on the current situations and requests from Nordic 

Aquafarms.  She mentioned that Nordic needs to start the application process again for the submerged 

lease permit. Vicky M. informed the Board that the public has 30 days to comment on the permit and 

asked the Selectman to give the Town Administrator authorization to submit a comment on the behalf 

of the citizens of Northport asking Nordic to submit correct information on their applications and 

permits. She mentioned that Upstream Watch has already submitted a comment on the permit.   

Zak H. reported that the town was granted by the state the right to be notified of any information 

submitted on the Nordic Aquafarms transaction.  Vicky M. was going to leave with the selectman 

information so that they would be able to look it over.  Sandy W.  clarified with Vicky M. what she was 

asking the town to do and what the request really means. Michael Lannan commented that this request 
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is just to give the Town an option to comment and review the current applications and maps that may or 

may not be correct. Zak. M motioned to not send out a letter and continue with the normal channels 

of notification that we are receiving from the State. Shelly P. seconded the motion. Selectmen voted 

3-0. 

School: Luci M., Drinkwater Finance Director, distributed the Northport School Department proposed 

2019-2020 school budget to the selectmen.  She provided a brief explanation on the figures shown and 

the differences between the warrant and budget. Peg L., the Superintendent of Drinkwater School, 

explained that the budget will be going up and pointed out the line item areas that showed an increase. 

Zak H. appreciated the transparency from the School Board and expressed that every child deserves a 

great education. He expressed that it’s important that we do everything that we can to provide and 

exceed expectations whenever possible for the kids. He asked the school board if there was a way to 

stager costs in the future to prevent a big hit on the tax payer. Peg L. has a line item for a special 

education reserve account to prevent those larger increases. Mark L. reported that the school budget is 

still lower then 2015 when the school withdrew from RSU 20. 

The School Board fielded questions from the Selectmen and attendees on the budget and provided 

feedback on the decisions made.  Northport has 65 high school students and 129 elementary/middle 

school students. Todd M. informed the selectmen that the average classroom size at Drinkwater is 

between 11 and 14 students, with the largest class being 20 students.  The Selectmen thanked the 

School Board for everything that they have done.   

Road Commissioner:  Amon M. reported on Upper Bluff Road and the conditions.  He feels that we are 

done sanding for the year and he said the roads are still soft but they will be looking to grade the roads 

soon. Amon M. also commented that Rocky Road and Beech Hill Road are unposted and as conditions 

improve he will unposted more roads.   

Hearing:  Mark H. moved to begin the Public Hearing at 7:34 pm, Shelly P. seconded the motion, 

Selectmen voted 3-0. Barbara A. informed the selectmen of a Liquor License and Special Amusement 

application that was submitted by Anna Warner of the Hoot.  Barbara A. distributed the paperwork to 

the Selectmen for review and signature as well as answered any questions. Zak H. Moved to close the 

hearing at 7:41 pm, Mark H. seconded the motioned, The Selectmen voted 3-0 to close the hearing. 

Town Administrator:  Barbara A. reported that the Northport Golf Club has submitted a Liquor License 

to the Town and have asked that the hearing be waived. She explained that if a business has had liquor 

licenses with the Town for more than 50 years and the Town has not had any issues or complaints for 

that business, then the business can request to have the hearing waived.   

Barbara A. informed the Selectmen of the float grant that Gordon Fuller and she have been working on.  

She asked the Selectmen to authorize her to sign the paperwork for the grant.  Mark M. moved to grant 

Barbara A. authorization to sign the float grant for the harbor.  Shelly P. seconded the motion.  The 

selectmen voted 3-0. 

Barbara A. also confirmed with the Selectmen the dates for the Selectmen meeting for the month of 

May.  May 13th and May 28th at 6:00 pm where the confirmed days.  

Town Clerk:  Amy E. reported that the Transfer Station window decals would need to be ordered for 

July. She informed the selectmen of the current amount on hand.  She asked the selectmen for their 
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feedback on the current process to determine future needs.  She was directed to use current stickers in 

stock, cutting the date off from the bottom, and not to reorder at this time.  

Minutes: 4-10-2019:  Amy E. previously distributed meeting minutes for 04-10-19 to the selectmen.  

Upon the review Shelly P. moved to approve the minutes as amended.  Mark H. seconded the motion.  

The selectmen voted 3-0.  

Finance Director:  Vicki E. provided the warrants to the Selectmen for review and signatures. She also 

advised the Selectmen that she would need their authorization to pay for the First Responders AED out 

of the First Responders Special Reserve Account.  Zak M. moved to give Vicki E. permission to pay for 

the AED out of the First Responders Special Reserve Account.  Shelly P. seconded the motion.   The 

Selectmen voted 3-0. 

Vicki E. proceeded with a review of the warrants for the Annual Town Meeting that will be in the Annual 

Report.   

New Business: A discussion was had about options for the Adult cannabis that Brenden C. previously 

requested.  Barbara A. will work with Bill Kelly on the appropriate language for a straw vote for non-

binding adult cannabis.  A questionnaire at the Saturday voting was mentioned as an option to help 

determine the Town’s thoughts on the request.     

Adjourn:  Zak M. motioned to adjourn the meeting at 8:37 pm.  Mark H. seconded the motion.  The 

selectmen voted 3-0 


